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Party Discusses Enterprise Assistance to 


18300453a Alma-Ata PARTIYNAYA ZHIZN 
KAZAKHSTANA in Russian No 2, Feb 89 pp 15-19 


sphere at the 19th All-Union Party 
at the July (1988) Plenum of the CPSU Central Com- 


search for the most rational ways of management. Here 
probably more than ever before help must come from the 
city. It must be pointed out that modern, highly orga- 
nized and intensive agriculture is completely impossible 
without support from industry. 


At present, the industrial enterprises, the construction 
and transport organizations are carrying out a large 
amount of orders from the farmers and they are taking 
an active part in the tending of the crops, in the harvest- 
ing and transporting of the crop and in cther jobs. 
However, in recent years shadowy aspects and contra- 
dictions have also made themselves felt in the develop- 
ment of sponsorship. The appearance of some is due to 
objective processes since life does not stand still while 
others are the result of subjective errors and omissions. 


Many know the following picture: in a vegetable field 
you cannot make your way through the people. Hun- 
dreds, thousands of city dweilers upon the appeal and 
more often under the pressure of the party and soviet 
bodies, having abandoned production and household 
concerns, have come here to help harvest tomatoes or 
cucumbers. One can only be amazed that with such a 
flood of people the crop is not trampled into the ground. 


This flood has also arisen as a result of poorly conceived 
planning. Last year, the Alma-Ata Party Gorkom, for 
example, even in May requested from the primary party 
organizations at the industrial enterprises plans for par- 
ticipating in the future harvesting. The sovkhozes and 
kolkhozes of the capital oblast had not even completed 
their planting and themselves did not know how many 
additional workhands they would need, while the 
gorkom and the gorispolkom had already sent up the 
alarm. The other extreme was observed in 1988 in 
Semipalatinsk. Here, only at the very end of June, when 
the crop was rotting in the field, did the gorispolkom 
respond to the request of the vegetable growers in 
Zhanasemeyskiy Rayon to help in harvesting the gifts of 
the earth and call on the labor collectives in the city 
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enterprises to help. But most often the picture is as 
described by G. Zolotykh who is responsible for spon- 
sorship harvesting at the servomechanism plant in the 
city of Petropaviovsk: 


“The confusion and senseless zeal with an obvious 
indifference to the matter begin from the very moment 
of concluding a contract (the nature of which will be 
taken up below.—Editors) for sponsorship aid between 
the city enterprise and the sovkhoz. Long before harvest- 
ing, at the very start of the year, the phone rings at the 
plant from the rayispolkom an immediate to 
the kolkhoz for concluding a contract on collaboration 
and for sending out people to repair the equipment. The 
question arises: Who needs whom more? Why is the city 
enterprise from the very start of the process put in a 
dependent position? The sovkhoz leaders at this time 
keep mum. They still have not determined how much 
additional equipment and manpower they will need for 
the harvest period or at what timc it will be required.” 


Such a practice is faulty in many regards. First of all, it 
does harm to the enterprises themselves. 


“We have estimated,” said the First Secretary of the 
Nikolskiy Party Gorkom in Dzhezkazgan Oblast, V.N. 
Malyshev, “that merely in terms of the wage fund, the 
enterprises which provided sponsorship aid suffer losses 
of 150,000 rubles. In converting to cos’ accounting these 
outlays will be very greatly felt!” 


But the farms also do not benefit from this. And this is 
n. paradox. To send masses of people for farm work is 
not sponsorship but rather the reallocation of labor 
resources. Undoubtedly under the conditions which 
exist in some places they have still not found more 
acceptable forms of support for the weak farms, but such 
support must not be turned into a burdensome obliga- 
tion. This, like poorly planned subsidies, merely harms 
the people and gives rise to parasitism and irresponsibil- 
ity. One could give numerous examples of this. 


The Zarechnyy Sovkhoz in Tselinograd Oblast special- 
izes in raising potatoes and vegetables. Because these 
crops are very labor intensive, the farm has begun 
designing and employing a system of machines, particu- 
larly in harvesting. They have been able to shorten the 
harvesting time, labor productivity of the vegetab‘+ 
raisers has increased, while product costs have declined. 
And most impor.antly there is no longer any need to call 
in urban dwelle;s. Seemingly, everyone would be happy 
with such a situation. But the chicf of the section for 
procurement, storage and processing of products in the 
Tselinograd Obiast Agroindustrial Committee, G.V. 
Dorofeyev, has prohibited the use of combines. And they 
began to call in the urban helpers to the fields. The 
director of the Zarechnyy Sovkhoz, Ye.l. Shisnov, 
related this almost unbelievable story at a plenum of the 
Tselinogradskiy Party Raykom held in January last year. 
And although subsequently the equipment was returned 
to the field, this example is indicative in many regards. 
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characteristic. During the autumn days very 
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also for the cotton fields in Chimkent Oblast. 

before last the party obkom and raykoms promi 
residents at least not to involve school children in 


It is worth taking a look to see what the benefit is fror: 
such an involvement of people, if there is any benefi’ at 
all. The following figures are eloquent. In a day every 
student harvests an average of 30-35 kg of raw cotton, 
the workers of city enterprises harvest around 20 kg and 
as an average for each urban resident there is not more 
than 30 kg. During that same autumn, a large collective 
of cotton pickers from the PMK-302 [mo. <= mecha- 
nized column] from the Dzhetysayselstroy [Dzhetysay 
Rural Construction] Trust in almost a month of harvest- 
ing brought in a total of...6C9 kg of cotton. For school 
children, it must be realized, output is even less, if a 
professional cotton picker harvests by hand 50-60 kg of 
raw cotton a day. 


At the same time, the cotton-raising farms are not badly 
equipped with special equipment. The urgent task of the 
day is to learn how to operate the equipment correctly, 
and organize a mechanized conveyor system in each 
sovkhoz and kolkhoz. Here is a point of reflection for the 
primary party organizations, the party raykoms, the 
soviet and economic bodies. As is known, a cotton- 
harvesting machine can pick up to 4 tons of raw cotton in 
a shift. However, in an absolute majority of instances, 
output does not exceed 2 tons. This is caused by the poor 
professional training of the equipment operators. This is 
what must be constantly increased. But on the spot they 
are not greatly concerned with this. Even worse, the 
farmers do not employ highly-productive equipment. 
During the peak harvesting of the year before last, the 
cotton raisers of the Krasnyy Avangard Division of the 
Sovkhoz imeni Sverdlov in Pakhtaralskiy Rayon did not 
even take the modern pneumatic collectors for the cot- 
ton-harvesting machines from the warehouse. Why 
should they if the raykom and rayispolkom can mobilize 
all the population of the rayon center for the harvesting 
and do not have to pay virtually anything for this 
manpower? On the other hand, for the primary party 
organization of the sovkhoz, for the raykom and rayis- 
polkom, the situation is beneficial as it can be said with 
confidence that everything possible has been done to 
save the crop. For this reason, obviously, last autuma 
there was no major change in mechanizing the harvest- 
ing work. 


The desire to collect as many people as possible on the 
fields, particularly if the situation develops unfavorably, 
can be observed virtually in all the republic's rayon’. For 
example, the summer last year was capricious. Drought 
baked enormous territories. There was the threat that in 
the winter livestock raising would be without feed. The 
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oblast party committees such as Karagenda, North Kaza- 
khstan and certain others, turned to all the inhabitants of 


farm. Using its own forces, it harvested grains not only in 
1988 but also in the previous more bounteous year. The 
transporting of the grain from the field to the threshing 
floor and from the threshing floor to the elevator was 
carried out by their own motor transport using tractors 
with carts. In a word, they acted as is required with the 
rational management of the farm. But they ended up the 
loser as after the harvestir.g all the equipment was frozen 
due to the overexpenditure of fuel and lubricants. They 
had to request help in transporting livestock to the 
slaughterhouse, for delivering coal, building materials 
and so forth. 


Of course, such hitches are largely accidental. But they 
do impose the stain of confusion, hurry and unnecessary 
compulsion on the sponsorship system. In actuality the 
forces of the industrial enterprises of a city in some 
places are used not for carrying out long-range tasks or 
certain major problems in the countryside but rather for 
eliminating failings or, as is said in the countryside, for 
plugging holes. 


“We have given up such an approach to sponsorship 
aid,” related the First Secretary of the Shemonaikhinskiy 
Party Raykom of East Kazakhstan Oblast, S.A. 
Kuznetsov. 


“Of course, it is essential to aid the countryside, for 
instance, in harvesting. This is still indispensable. But we 
resolve not merely to provide people for the kolkhozes 
and sovkhozes but rather acquire combines for the 
industrial enterprises. Now they have over 40 machines 
and we plan to bring the number up to 100. Special 
teams initially bringing the crop on the subsidiary farms 
of the industrial enterprises and then in the fields of the 
neighbors.” 
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reform, the plants are fully capable of preparing such 
machines and units for the countryside for which there is 
the greatest need as well as the various spare parts for the 
equipment and so forth. Here individual orders can also 
be executed. In turn the rural workers meet the requests 
of the urban dwellers. For example, at present the 
construction organizations of Uralsk during the 
“jnterseason” period help with manpower. The main 
thing is that such relationships are appropriately formal- 


However, the cost accounting form of ties as yet is in a 
example, complain of its absence. Each year, tens of 
thousands of trucks from public transport are used in 
hauling the crop. Here in a majority of instances the need 
of one or another rayon for transport is determined, 
unfortunately, “by rule of thumb.” The sovkhozes and 
rayons most often do not know how many vehicles they 
will require, of what capacity and at what time, and for 
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this reazon submit their orders a week or two before the 
work and then request more. The primary party organi- 
zations and the party raykoms do not sufficiently mobi- 
lize the collectives to struggle for economic shipments 
and there are no cost accounting levers to control this 
process. As a result, the national economy as a whole 
suffers tangible losses for which no one is specifically 


Of course, in such a matter as sponsorship ties it is 
impossible to rely solely on the “effectiveness of the 
ruble.” In the labor collectives it is essential to instill an 


COPYRIGHT: “Partiynaya zhizn Kazakhstana”™, 1989. 


Geals of Political Reform Examined 
18000616 Moscow POLITICHESKOYE 
OBRAZOVANIYE in Russian No 2, Jan 89 pp 15-22 


the increased role of the soviets and the changed char- 
acter of their activities. 


a an SO ae 
state and increasingly full revelation of its democratic, 


governmentalization 
leniye] of social life, the substitution of soviet organs by 
those of the party, an absence of appropriate democratic 
control over the exercise of state power, usurpation of 














Leninist proposition 


(see vol. 31, p 180) or even a “semi-state,” which is 
ing i i -ruie. However, unfor- 
to the 


The idea of governmentalization of social life was 
advanced by I.V. Stalin. In a speech at Sverdlovsk 
University as early as 1925, he said: “The Soviet state 
apparatus, in the profound sense of this word, consists of 
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Use was not made of the possibilities that were opened 
up by the decisions of the 20th and 22nd CPSU con- 
gresses aimed at decisively correcting the state of affairs 
in the organization of state power, its place in social life, 


HE 


country from an intensification of pre-crisis 
in economic and social life and foredoomed to failure the 


democratic principles of the Soviet state system. 




















wearon of the power of the people. 


It cannot be said that, after Lenin, the question of the 
division of functions between party and state was not 
raised at one time or another during the history of our 

More than once, both the abnormality of the 


Having worked out a concept for restructuring the polit- 
ical organization of Soviet society, the Party has begun 
solution of the problem of defining the functions of the 
country’s upper management echelons. In accordance 
mittee and the Politburo are to perform and act as organs 
of political leadership, without supplanting the supreme 
organs of authority and managen nt—the USSR Con- 
gress of Peoples Deputies, the USSR Supreme Sovict, 
and the USSR Council of Ministers. 








for members of boards and the directors of departments 
of the USSR as well as of the union and the autonomous 
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soviets. In particular, the range of questions which will 
be decided exclusively at congresses of peoples deputies 
and sessions of supreme and local soviets is being 


standing committees, and ele -tion districts is envisaged; 
and, within the framework of the law, every soviet will be 
given fuil opportunity to select forms and methods of its 
own activities taking account of local conditions. When 
ing the directors of their organs, administrations and 
services, nomination of several candidates, secre‘ voting, 
and the conduct of a competition will become the mule. 
The work of soviets at all levels must be conducted 


openly, must constantly be in view of the voters. 
Other 


position to which he is appointed or elected by the 
soviets for more than two successive terms. 


New Principles of the Formation of State Power 


condition that those elected to them are people of 
principle, who have a broad view of state affairs, who 
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The primary task of the apparatus is competent organi- 
zation of its affairs. For this, senous changes are needed 


A decisive factor for eliminating Yureaucratism is giving 
real power to the people, the broad attraction of workers 
into the management of state and social affairs. Commu- 
nists must be in the vanguard of this work. It is the duty 
of all Party organizations, of all Party members, as is 
noted in the resolution of the 19th All-Union Party 
Conference, to make full use of the conditions created by 
restructuring im a consistent, uncompromising struggle 
against the social ills of bureaucratism and for high 
quality of the socialist management apparatus. 
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rights (to labor, rest, education, health protectio: .. 
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claimed to the world, of the material and legal conditions 
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During the coming years we stand to carry out 2 broad 
legal reform in our country, which will be called upon to 
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Comintern Policies, Leaders Reexamined on 70th 
Anniversary 


, Lenin’s Positive Role Viewed 
18300407 Moscow PRAVDA in Russian 3 Mar 89 p 4 


of personality and the years that followed; and, perhaps 
most important, to respond to the many questions caus- 
ing discussion and dissension among us here and abroad. 
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movement in creating the Third International—which 
later received the name Communist—and of creating an 
organization operating exclusively “in the interests of 
Moscow.” 


Today new judgments and contentions have been added 
to the previous ones. Especially caustic is the contro- 
versy that surrounds the period when Stalin and his 
henchmen directed the activities within the Comintern 
ispolkom. These were eventful and at times tragic pages 
in the history of the Comintern as in the fate of party 
leaders within its ranks. We shall return to this period in 
subsequent published materials. 


There has been a lot of criticism—much of ii, let it be 
said directly, indiscriminate criticism—and attempts 
have been made to delete the entire history of the Third 
International. By seizing upon certain quotations from 
official documents of the Comintern and utterances by 
Lenin and other leading figures, attempts have often 
been made to take them out of a particular historical 
context and treat them as absolutes. Attempts have also 
been made to attribute to the communist international- 
ists certain “destructive” ideas and actions, which, it is 
alleged, even now obstruct unity in the struggie for 
democracy and the universal interests of mankind. 


What can we say about these efforts? There is no sense in 
blaming or justifying history, nor is it possible to alter it; 
one way or another, it has taken place under the influ- 
ence of specific circumstances. History is a complex and 
contradictory confrontation of a multiplicity of factors 
and forces with the actions of historical figures, of 
parties, and the masses. History can and must be stud- 
ied, understood, and interpreted, so that lessons may be 
derived from it that have significance for the future as 
well as the present. All of this applies in full to the pages 
of the history of the Comintern. The correct analysis of it 
is an objective necessity. 


[Question] What were the specific historical circum- 
stances when the Comintern was established? 


[Answer] The decisive influence in the world situation 
was the October Revolution in Russia. The overthrow of 
the power of the bourgeoisie, the establishment of the 
political power of the working class in the interests of 
building a new society, and the revolutionary withdrawal 
from the imperialist war—these are the reasons why 
workers throughout the world were drawn by the exam- 
ple of our country. The working-class movement in 
Europe was experiencing an upsurge without precedent. 
Revolutionary uprisings broke out in Germany and 
Austria-Hungary, and these formerly powerful empires 
collapsed. For the bourgeoisie these were days of alarm 
and terror. Consider, for example, a characteristic 
admission by the British prime minister, D. Lloyd 
George, who on 25 March 1919 wrote these words to 
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classes drive masses of soldiers to war 


to consolidate forces i.: the international workers’ move- 
ment. This is attested to by two international confer- 


[Question] It might be well to recall the fate of the “old” 
or Second International. So far as we know, its leaders 


[Answer] History convincingly demonsirates the ruinous 
consequences of reneging on principles of proletarian 
internationalism. We are mindful of this today primarily 
because once again, at the present stage, the unity of the 
workers in the struggle for peace and against the threat of 


broader social rights, stronger democracy, and a higher 
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standard of living. It is for this reason that they are 
anxious not to revive controversy and feelings of distrust 
or enmity, but on the contrary to set aside everything 
that disunites the various political tendencies among the 
workers, and to open up opportunities for drawing 
together and cooperating more closely. 


widespread 
the period from 1918 to 1923—the slogan of “world 
proletarian revolution”? Could it be that it was effective? 


[Answer] Certain speakers at the Comintern conferences 
invariably concluded their speeches or reports with the 
words; “Long live the revolution!” To what extent was 
there any realistic basis for this utterance? The contro- 
versy about this continues. There are historians, and not 
only araong the Social Democrats, who believe that the 
communists of that time were carried away by the 


gans were quite unrealistic at the time. 


Undoubtedly, dealing with the actual outcome of the 
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to be an opportunity for the overthrow of 
in Russia but in a number of other 


often directed attention to the need for being realistic, 
and for constructing a policy that would stand up as 
science as weil as art. Lenin could also see that the 
unique historical situation that emerged at the end of the 
war, and that was to continue for a certain time after the 


may be said that throughout the period of revolutionary 
upsurge Lenin remained aware of the volatile nature of 
the historical process. 


[Question] The slogan of worid revolution is often asso- 
ciated with a question of allegedly covert encouragement 
of revolution by the Soviet Union and the Comintern in 
other countries... 


[Answer] Understanding the October Revolution as 
marking the beginning of a new era—the beginning of 
the breakup of the capitalist order and of the transition 
to socialism—does not in and of itself presuppose the 
export of armed revolution from the Soviet Union to 
other countries. 


Let us phrase the question differently. Were there feel- 
ings in favor of such a recourse within the Cominter 
and the Russian Communist Party (Bolsheviks)? Indeed, 
there were. After the defeat of the Hungarian Soviet 
Republic, for example, L. D. Trotskiy sent the party 
Central Committee a letter in which he proposed, in 
view of the fact that Red Army was then “of liitle 
weight” in the estimation of Europeans, creating a weil- 
equipped corps and directing it at India in the rear of the 
imperialist forces. In place Lenin’s policy calling for 
union with the anti-imperialist, revolutionary liberation 
movement of oppressed peoples, he proposed an adven- 


turist plan for a military “shift of the revoluticn” to the 
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East. The plan was rejected, but such sentiments per- 
sisted in some people. It is possible to identify a moment 
in the life of the Comintern at the time of the Second 
Congress, and during the days of the Red Army’s attack 
on Warsaw, v’ “n the revolutionary hopes of many 
delegates were tied to increasing military action. These 
feelings were reflected in the various formulations of the 
manifesto issued by the Second Comintern Congress. It 
Se 
war throughout the 


It may be noted that N. I. Bukharin in his time proposed 
the slogan “Red Intervention.” If the imperialist powers 
covagennd vo thattbshves oe chitin of qualia the tate of he 
Soviet Union by force of arms, he reasoned, why could 
which appeared in an article by Bukharin at the end of 
1920 (and was repeated by him at the Fourth Comintern 
Conference), did not win support. Certain similar decia- 
rations by other communist spokesmen may be found, 
including some by Western Europeans. On the basis of 
these instances, there are even allegations that all hopes 
rested on military sorties and that the principal agent of 
world revolution was the Red Army. 


The basic conception of world revolution in the Comin- 

tern, despite the existence in its ranks of Leftist leanings 
as well co romantic sovelationery sentionents, was the 
Marxist-Leninist tenet of the ripening of revolution 
through the dynamics of class contradictions, primarily 
internal contradictions. 


In Lenin’s book “The Infantile Ailment of Leftism in 
Communism,” for , which was handed out to 
the delegates of the Secord Comintern Conference, great 
emphasis was put on the significance of the subjective 
and objective of the revolution. The book 
develops the doctrine of the revolutionary situation. The 
substance of “the fundamental law of revolution” (as 
Lenin twice refers to it) is as follows: Revolution is 
possible only on the basis of a comprehensive national 
crisis, and only when the masses bring to bear their own 
political experience (Vol 44, pp 69-70). Is this really 
consistent with the covert encouragement of revolution 
in other countries? 


Moreover, let us recall Lenin’s report to the Second 
Comintern Conference. The principal focus of attention 
there was on the economic roots of the crisis of bourgeois 
domination and on the internal contradictions of the 


bourgeois order. 


After the conference, Lenin warned more than once 
against any adventurism or any kind of covert encour- 
agement in the revolutionary struggle. One year later, in 
a letter to the Polish communists, he wrote key words 
about the necessity of “nurturing the revolution until the 
full ripening of the fruit” and, further, of the “victory of 
Soviet power from within” (Vol 44, p 181). Well known, 
too, is Lenin’s adjuration to take care of things in such a 


[Question] And how about the issue of civil war and 
violence? It is, of course, well known that certain docu- 
ments of the Comintern declare that civil war is una void- 
able. 


records i 
Secenaies iiaaaael tee 8. 6 


But we may detect other strains in Lenin’s thought, such 
as the idea that civil war with its cruelties, its losses, and 
compulsive habits of shedding blood must not be sanc- 
tified. The toilers and the working class are concerned 


different path, a more humane one, to the same situation 
that the Soviet Union is in. That is why the example of 
Hungary will have a decisive significance” (Vol 38, pp 
261-262). The Comintern was guided by Lenin's thesis 
regarding the many forms the struggle might take. He 
recognized the possibility of seizing power without an 
armed uprising “as in Hungary” (Kommunisticheskiy 
Internatsional, 1920, No 12, p 2243). 


The fundamental position of the Comintern or the use 
of force was likewise based on Marxist-Leninist conclu- 
sions. Lenin, like Marx, considered revolutionary coer- 
cion unavoidable in overthrowing the power of the 
bourgeoisie, inasmuch as the exploiting classes do “ot 
voluntarily relinquish their domination. Lenin declared, 
moreover, that revolutionary coercion is the “basic sign” 
of the dictatorship of the proletariat. If we analyze 
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carefully these utterances of Lenin, we will see that they 
pertain to only one aspect of proletarian power, turned in 


revolution and the conditions for its victory has been 
and continues to be organizing the proletarian masses 
and organizing the working people” (Vol 38, p 74). 


At that time the communists and revolutionaries were 
accused quite often of terrorism. Lenin denied these 
accusations, saying that it was the bourgeoisie that had 
imposed terrorist tactics on us, and that the Bolsheviks 
were the first to take steps to limit the terror to an 
“absolute minimum.” But other ideas were present. 
Other views and degrees of emphasis with respect to 

coercion and terrorism are to be found in the works of 
Trotskiy. A number of his articles and pamphlets contain 


of terror” (Communist Internatsional, 
1920, No 11, pp 1757,1759); he believed, further, that 
terror was an inherent resource of revolution. There are 
no such Leftist-anarchist views in the annals of the 
Comintern, but views similar to those expressed by 
Trotskiy did exist. This very fact in our view necessitated 
a more severe condemnation by the Comintern of ter- 
rorism as a technique dangerous to revolutionary 
morale. 


Lenin for his part did not strip humanitarian concerns 
irom the goals and demands of socialist revolution. He 
emphasized that “communism is not to be introduced by 
violent means” (Vol 38, p 162). 


[Question] The years 1919-1920 were extraordinarily 
difficult ones for Soviet Russia. Lenin, busy as he was 
with urgent matters, was occupied, too, with the work of 
the Comintern. Apart from the problems we have 
already touched upon, what policy problems of the 
Comintern particularly drew his attention? 


[Answer] A central place, of course, was taken up by 
matters pertaining to the revolution and ways of culti- 
vating it; and then, inseparably associated with it, how to 
strengthen the communist parties as the vanguard of the 
revolutionary struggle and their .ies with the masses. 


Within the working class movement an intense and 
uncompromising struggle was being waged over the issue 
of being for or against the revolution. Lenin and the 
Comintern were irreconcilably against the conciliatory 
attitude of the Social Democrats and the centrist parties, 
and against their efforts to place in opposition to the 
revolutionary wave a policy of gradual improvement of 


cized in the harshest and most derogatory terms. To give 
one example, when voices were heard from the ranks of 
the Social Democrats in Europe regarding a possible 
combination of Soviet with social democratic forms, the 
communists, including Lenin, rejected the proposal. 
Why? They believed that such a slogan would deter 
revolutionary development. Could it have been that this 
showed a lack of depth in understanding the particular 
conditions of the working-class movement in countries 
of the West? 


Associated with the struggle against the leadership of the 
social democrats at this time were hopes within the 
Comintern for the rapid involvement of the 

masses in the revolutionary movement. In 1919-1920 
the idea was prevalent that the working class was mov- 
ing—farter in some countries, slower in others—away 
the inf.uence of reformist leadership. This process, in 
fact, could be observed in a number of countries. The 
extent of its influence in the Comintern, however, was 
exaggerated. Lenin was the first one to point out this 
error, emphasizing that the split in the working-class 
movement was deeper in countries of the West, that the 
influence of reformis: ideology and traditions was stron- 
ger, and that the bourgeoisie there was considerably 
more experienced and cunning than it was in Russia. 


In his book “The Infantile Ailment of Leftism in Com- 
munism,” a virtual encyclopedia of the strategy and 
tactics of the communist movement, Lenin presented 
more cogently than ever before the issue of the struggle 
by the communist parties for the masses, and for win- 
ning the support of the working class and the non- 
proletarian toiling masses. Revealing in depth the under- 
lying laws of the social struggle, and juxtaposing the 
experience of the European communists with thai of 
Bolshevism, Lenin subjected “Left” sectarianism to 
caustic criticism as evidence of a lack of maturity in the 
communist movement. He reviewed specific “Leftist” 
mistakes made by the young communist parties, and he 
develcped the doctrine of the vanguard role of the 
parties and their ties with the masses. For these young 
communist parties, romantic notions of revolution, 
together with “Leftism,” a refusal to work in reformist 
trade unions and parliaments, and a rejection of com- 
promise were formidable obstacles on the way to reach- 
ing the masses. Of course, many of the communists of 
other countries at that time were aware of no more of the 
experience of bolshevism than its aggressive spirit and 
intransigence. As one of the founders of the Communist 
Party in Germany, G. Eberieyn [transliterated], 
expressed it, they knew “only of action, armed uprising, 
and a life-and-death struggle against reformism, govern- 
ment power, and mercenary White Guards.” 


Lenin’s book therefore was a great event for the Comin- 
tern and for all the communist parties. Particularly 
important was Lenin's dictum that the party should draw 
closer to—and to a certain degree merge with—the 
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broadest base of the masses. To do this it should accu- 
rately take into account the mood and situation of the 
masses, working wherever the masses were in an attempt 
to take over every kind of existing movement, to perfect 
their policy, resorting to compromises and attracting 
allies, so as in every way possible to prepare the masses 
for the revolutionary ~ruggle; and, in doing so, not to 
attempt to whip up the movement artificially with slo- 
gans, but rather to lead them forward, persuading them 
in terms of their own experience. Even at that time Lenin 
was stressing the fundamental necessity of seeking ave- 
nues of apprcach and access to the socialist revolution 
under conditions that obtained in countries of the West. 


For a Single Front 


[Question] As 1920 ended and 1921 began, we know the 
revolutionary tide ia the world was starting to subside. 
How did Lenin and the Comintern correct the political 
course of the Communists under these new conditions? 


[Answer] Following the defeats of the working class in 
Germany, Hungary, Italy, and a number of other coun- 
tries, the revolutionary tide rolled back. The bourgeois 
order managed to withstand it and began to stabilize. It 
was left to the country of the Soviets to try to build a new 
society on its own, to overcome the state of collapse and 
backwardness of the economy by its own efforts, and to 
lay the foundations of socialism. New tasks confronted 
the communist parties in <he capitalist countries. The 
Comintern contended with the task of working out a 
Strategy that was in many respects new. 


It was Lenin who first saw the changes in the develop- 
ment of the revolutionary struggle, necessitating alter- 
ations in the concept of world revolution. He character- 
ized the situation in the world in 1921 as “an unstable 
ecuilibrium” (Vol 44, p 4), and he concluded that it was 
necessary to make the transition from an assault to a 
siege of the capitalist fortress (Vol 44, p 219). In the 
forefront for the workers in capitalist countries he put 
the tasks of defending their day-by-day vital interests 
vogether with the struggle for democracy and against the 
onslaught of reaction. Lenin tirelessly called upon com- 
munists to seek new ways to reach the masses and to 
resolve urgent social tasks. 


Understanding the new situation and these new tasks 
was not an easy thing for the young communist parties to 
do. Feelings of revolutionary impatience, illusory beliefs 
in the mounting weakness of the capitalist system, ideas 
that the revolution might be “prodded along,” and views 
embodied in the so-called “theory of attack”’ were widely 
disseminated. Supportcrs of this theory included many 
prominent party leaders: A. Talgeymer [transliterated] 
and G. Brandler [transliterated] (Germany), U. Terracini 
(Italy); B. Kun (Hungary); and E. Brand [transliterated] 
(Poland). On a number of issues they were supported by 
Executive Committee Chairman G. Zinovyev. 


MEDIA, PROPAGANDA 


ening the communists with isolation and a tragic defeat. 
I. Lenin, relying on the support of the more mature and 
far-sighted figures in the communist movement, such as 
C. Zetkin in Germany, V. Smeral in Czechoslovakia, G. 
Dimitrov in Bulgaria, A. Warski in Poland, and M. 
Cachin in France, waged a fight to the finish with these 


When he met with representatives of the parties at the 
Third Comintern Congress, Lenin sharply criticized 
efforts to use the “theory of attack” as extremely dan- 
gerous; for they gave the reactionary powers an oppor- 
tunity to depict the communists as the instigators of 

ion from whom it was purportedly necessary to 
protect the people. “If this congress does not take a firm 
stand against such errors, such Leftist nonsense,” said 
Lenin at a meeting of the Third Comintern Conference 
on | July 1921, “then the entire movement is doomed” 
(Vol 44, p 23). He emphasized that the decisive factor 
was the kind of position the majority of workers found 
themselves in, and that it was necessary to be rid of the 
illusion that victory depends solely on the will of the 
party and the extent of its activity. 


Thanks to the firm stand taken by Lenin and his sup- 
porters, the Third Congress became a turning point in 
the history of the Comintern. Lenin at that time gave 
repeated reminders that the greatest danger for the 
revolutionary was exaggerating the degree of revolution- 
ary sentiment; becoming oblivious of the limits and 
preconditions for the successful application of revolu- 
tionary tactics; and losing the capacity to coolly calcu- 
late, weigh, and then decide when to act in a revolution- 
ary manner, and at what moment, under what 
circumstances, and in what area was it necessary to 
switch over to reformist activity (Vol 44, p 23). 


V. 1. Lenin warned against efforts to copy the experience 
of the Bolsheviks, turning it into a pattern, a stereotype, 
to be superimposed on communist parties abroad. There 
was a tendency to do this. Of course, it was the sole 
successful experience of revolutionary struggle and vic- 
tory, and many specific and unique features of the 
Russian example were accepted forthwith as universals. 
This was particularly apparent in the resolution passed 
at the Fourth Congress regarding the organization of the 
communist parties and the form and methods of their 
operation. Later, Lenin noted that this resolution was 
“too Russian....It reflects the Russian experience, and it 
is therefore entirely incomprehensible to foreigners” 
(Vol 45, pp 292,293). He underscored the meaning of a 
concrete approach, taking into account specific national 
differences in each country and each situation. 


Lenin maintained that the essence, the living spirit, of 
Marxism lies in a concrete analysis of a concrete situa- 
tion. “Marxism consists in a precise determination of the 
policy to be carried out under a specific set of condi- 
tions” (Communisticheskiy Internatsional. Kratkiy 
istoricheskiy ocherk, Moscow, 1969, p 119). In a report to 
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the Fourth Comintern Congress, he suggested that the 


that for this reason it was necessary 
with this fact in mind (Vol 45, p 402). At that time 
characteristic features of the new period 


vital element in world politics, together with the task of 
uniting all forces so as to form a single front capable of 
waging the struggle for democracy and social progress. 


[Question] What is the essential meaning and content of 
the policy of a single front? Ip the literature it is 
frequently looked upon as a temporary expedient, a 
maneuver to unmask the Social Democrats, isn't it? 


[Answer] First of all, I should like to point out that its 
appearance coincided with that of the New Economic 
Policy. While the NEP, in Lenin's mind, determined 
party policy for the socialist reconstruction of the 
national economy and the victory of socialism, and while 
it was looked upon by the party as “in earnest and for a 
long time,” the single front policy, as is stated in the 
documents of the Fourth Congress, was regarded as 
being for the entire epoch (V. 1. Lenin i Kommunis- 
ticheskiy Internatsional, p 466). 


In this new situation the tasks of the working-class 
parties and organizations were defined anew. The prin- 
cipal differences in the approach of the communists and 
the Social Democrats were noi an insurmountable obsta- 
cle to organizing a joint struggle in defense o! the vital 
interests of the workers and universal human aspirations 
for peace, democracy, and social justice. Opposed to 
worsening the state of confrontation with Social Demo- 
crat organizations, Lenin gave primary importance to 
inculcating in the masses a spirit of joint action. He 
fervently supported the initiative of the Communist 
Party of Germany, which early in January 1921 had 
issued an appeal to all proletarian organizations in that 
country, proposing a joint struggle in defense of the vital 
interests of the workers. 


crats. G. Zinovyev spoke of it as a tactica) maneuver “to 
expose the leaders’ nakedness”—he was speaking of the 
leaders of the reformist organizations—“and so win over 
the masses.” But such an approach was a Left 
sectarian distortion of the single front policy, the core of 
which consisted of securing unity of action by the mass 
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In providing for unity of action, Lenin .2w not only an 
eameetantey vo quuteas odie tahetate of Go wedkan, 
but a way to secure fresh gains in trying to rescive the 
basic tasks of the working-class moveinent. 


As an alternative to bourgeois government, the Comin- 
tern at the Fourth Congress introduced a slogan for the 
government of the workers (in 1923 the slogan was 
broadened to the government of the workers and peas- 


workers. At the same time, the possibility was not ruled 
ont of having a government of the workers arise through 
parliamentary procedures. As early as 1922 Lenin wrote 
that the chances were slight for “the peaceful evolution 
of capitalism to the new order, which we as communists 
do not much believe in, but which we are willing to help 
put to the test” (Vol 44, p 407). 


Thus the new concept of developing the revolutionary 
in capitalist countries was formulated. It was a 


concept of development through the emergence of a 








ation by the representatives of the communist parties in 
the various countnes and a community of experience 


It would, of course, be wrong io suppose that all the 
problems at that time had been worked out consistently 
proper answers found to all the questions raised. 
a 
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crats was too deep, and an effort in the spring of 1922 


courage as well as the doctrine of Lenin, and his inner 
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with 52 delegates from 35 organizations 2nd 30 countries 
of Europe, Asia, and America. They represented the Left 
Socialist parties as well as the Communist movement. 
Thus the Communist International was founded. Present 
on this occasion were V. I. Lenin, N. I. Bukharin, Kh. G. 
Rakovskiy, G. Ye. Zinovyev, F. Platten, C. Zetkin, P. 


countries. By the carly 1920's, however, V. I. Leain, 


making a decision they took into account the concrete 
historical situation with its own national conditions and 
traditions. 
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moved to the territory of the monastery in the 1960s. 


[Solarev}] These numbers suggest that the situation here 
is much better than in Russia's cities: Gorky has just 3 
churches for 2 million residents, Perm 2 for 1.3 million, 
etc. Does this mean that your relations with the author- 
ities were decent even in the past? 


[Archbishop Victorin] I would not say that. The fact that 
the situation in this diocese is better compared to some 
others is due mainly to historical factors. In the 1930s, 
when the temple destruction campaign swept the coun- 
try, we were spared since Lithuania was not part of the 
USSR at the time. But the echoes of that campaign were 
felt by the diocese in the late 1950s, when the above- 
mentioned convent of the Virgin Mary was effectively 
shui down, as was the Church of Good Friday and 


tion itself is proof of this fact. As to giving back to us 


in February but no answer has come yet. Thus, let me 
repeat that I see no improvement in the authorities’ 
responsiveness to our needs. 


[Solarev}] The 1'/18 decree proclaimed the separation of 
church and state. But overzealous public servants inter- 





an accident that last summer, the | 000th anniversary of 
Christianity in Russia was also the | ,000th anniversary 
of Russian culture and Russian state. This is why we 
understand so well the concerns of the Russian Cultural 


active part in its activities. We see our main 
promoting interest for the part of our cultural and 
spiritual heritage which is one way or another tied to the 
church and is not well-known to the general public. We 
are glad to share our moral values and our | ,000 years of 


the new law, I would like to see the right of the church to 
provide religious imstruction to its flock; in other words, 


entity, which they still lack. In general, the new law must 
take into account the role and the place of the church in 
the life of today’s society. 


charitable work by contributing to the Soviet Peace Fund 
and to other funds. For instance, the Vilnius and Lithua- 
nian Diocese contributed R40,000 last year to the 
Lithuanian Cultural Fund and some R12,000 to the 
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their relations would be much better. Naturally, the roots 
of inter-ethnic tensions are not in this alone, but it is here 
that the church, with its message of mutual love and 
tolerance, can promote needed ethnic harmony. And it is 
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poisoned Prince Gediminas. That article was a calumni- 
ous attack on things sacred to the Orthodox Church: the 
relics of the martyrs rest in the cathedral of the Monas- 
tery of the Holy Spirit. Immediately after its publication, 
V.Novinskiy, the secretary of diocese administration, 
id not publish it. I 
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18120069 Moscow MOSCOW NEWS in English 


[Text] “Hew de you feel being here at the Moscow Higher 
Party Scheel?” the stedents asked Metropolitan Pitirim 


abandoned houses in the country for 
the use of families who cannot afford to buy vouchers for 
holiday centres. Another project is to pubi:sh a religious 
magazine for children by Easter. 


| 








faint because of the stuffy air with many people standing 
at the door.” believers complain. 


Two groups of people have applied to the city authorities 


for, however, and took their case to the Council for 
Religious Affairs in Moscow on numerous occasions and 
the latter insisted that the authorities in Ivanovo register 
the relia; = 


The believers, however, were not given the keys to the 
church. A spokesman of the City Executive Committee 
told me that the Red Church had to be restored and that 
the committee was not going to consult the public about 
the future of the church. 
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to their descendants. We are planning a search for 
ancient manuscripts. A great deal of work lies ahead in 
to their collection, restoration, study, and preser. 

All of this, in our view, is also a contribution to 

on and augmentation of the cultural fund of 
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The struggle for peace was, is, and will be one of the basic 
facets of our activity. We conceive it not only as the 
struggle for the non-admission of war, but as constant 
work in the name of the peaceful, creative existence of 
society, peace in every state, agreement in every family, 
and calm in the soul of every person. We will attain the 
goal we have set through the exchange of delegations 
with the countries of the islamic world, the exchange of 
religious and socio-political literature, and participation 
in various forums. In the following year, in 1990, will be 
the 1200 the anniversary of the birth of the outstanding 
theologian, our compatriot Abu Isa-at-Termezi. The 
festivities that we will hold on this occasion will be an 
important event in religious life. Numerous foreign 
guests will be invited to take part in them. We hope that 
these events will also serve the cause of strengthening 
peace and mutual understanding among peoples. 


[Correspondent] It is well known that the Spiritual 
Administration of the Muslims of Central Asia and 
Kazakhstan [SADUM}], along with an active struggle for 
peace, is taking part in the liberation of Soviet soldiers 
who have been taken prisoner in Afghanistan... 


[Mama yusupov] The Muslim faith is against the mock- 
ery of a man, against force. It has always called for and it 
calls for mercy. But war is war, and thus there are 
prisoners. Our Spiritual Administration strives toward 
there being no slaves anywhere, in anyone’s hands. We 
cannot be tranquil when compatriots of ours languish in 
captivity. We strive to make their lot easier, we are 
exerting every effort to bring about their earliest possible 
return home. We have turned with corresponding 
requests and inquiries both to private persons abroad 
and to statesmen and diplomats. Up to now our attempts 
have yielded few results. But we are not losing hope, and 
in the future we will increase our efforts in this direction, 
get in touch with Islamic organizations, the leaders of 
Islamic states, foreign embassies, and ask them assist in 
the liberation of our compatriots. 


[Correspondent! Fundamental changes are taking place 
in the relations between the state and religious organiza- 
tions. Could you not show this on the basis of concrete 
examples? 


[Mamayusupov] Yes, these relations are undergoing fun- 
damental changes. To take the last congress of the 
Muslims of Central Asia and Kazakhstan. Previously, 
only its organizers and participants knew about such a 
large forum. Now it is quite a different matter—the 
congress was clucidated in the world press and on 
television. One cannot but note the large amount of work 
which was done by Soviet organizations. In a short time, 
the buiidings of the madrasa of Barak-khan, the Tillya- 
sheykh Mosque, were repaired, the adjaceni territory 


RELIGION 


order was maintained during the holding of the congress. 
The return of the Koran of Caliph Osman, created in the 
7th century and kept in the Museum of the History of the 
Peoples of Uzbekistan imeni Aybek, to the Muslims 
became a great event. This is a joy not only for the 
Muslims of the Soviet Union, but also for the followers 
of Islam throughout the world, for this copy of the Keran 
was written with the direct participation of the associate 
of the last prophet, the most holy Mohammed. All 
editions of the holy book that are available in the world 
are copies of this relic. 


The return of the Koran of Caliph Osman is a striking 
confirmation of the improvement of the relations 
between the state and religious organizations. This 
event, like a piece of good news, spread all over the 
world, we are receiving letters from various countries of 
the world from Muslims, who want to come tc us ir 
order to only touch the sacred object of Islam. 


The government of Uzbekistan also decided to transfer 
to the Spiritual Administration a number of religious 
buildings. Among them is the Abu Isa-at-Termezi Mau- 
soleum in Sherabadskiy Rayon, the complex of the 
Bakhautdin Mausoleum and Mosque in Kaganskiy 
Rayon, the Kalyan Mosque in Bukhara, and the Dzhami 
Mosque in Kokand. It is impossible to overestimate the 
significance of the steps undertaken by the government. 
They have found an echo in the soul of every Muslim. 
This gives us new strength in our endeavors in the name 
of the prosperity of the people, in the name of good, 
mercy, and the blessing of every layman. 


[Correspondent] What would you like to wish our readers? 


{[Mamayusupov] Making use of the opportunity granted 
to me, I want to say the following. A renewal is confi- 
dently under way in our country, a time of purification 
has set in. Our duty, the duty of mortal people, and of all 
peoples is to do good for one another, to live in peace 


and agreement. 


All people are equal before the future, before conscience, 
before one another, regardless of nationality or religion. 
Believers will not admit any difference in our multina- 
tional, hard-working family of peoples of the Soviet 
country. 


And still another thing. I read PRAVDA VOSTOKA 
every day. Recently it has become more interesting, it 
publishes many articles which the people need. | do not 
agree with all the ideas, but, nevertheless, I consider the 
paper very popular in Uzbekistan, necessary also to us, 
servants of religion. 











JPRS-UPA-89-027 
8 May 1989 


Roundtable on Video Cooperative Controve’ -y 
180007 16a Moscow SOVETSKAYA KULTURA in 
Russian 28 Mar 89 p 4 


[Materials prepared by G. Simanovich under the rubric 
“SOVETSKAYA KULTURA Roundtable”: “Compet- 
itors, Where Are You?”]} 


[Text] The immediate reason for the roundtable meeting 
was the Decree of the USSR Council of Ministers of 29 
December 1988. This prohibited certain types of coop- 
erative activities, in particular those related to video 
filmmaking. There can be no doubt as to the necessity of 
carrying this out. But at the same time the reaction io the 
decree has varied and the press has come out with 
critical comments about this document. Soon after its 
publishing there was a discussion which touched upon a 
broad range of “video problems.” However, during the 
preparing of these materials, a hitch arose: the leadership 
of the video film VPTO [All-Unien Production-Creative 
Association] felt it impossible to publish the statements 
of co-workers from this association who had participated 
in the conversation. But we felt that without the pariic- 
ipation of a representative from the head state video 
organization, it would be incorrect and shortsighted to 
discuss such problems. Ultimately a compromise was 
found satisfying both sides: video film would submit its 
text which we are printing with insignificant abridg- 
ments. Hence, here are the opinions on these problems. 


Work Done, Work to Come 


The video film VPTO is the head enterprise in the system of 
the USSR Goskino [State Committee for Cinematography] 
set up for resolving the entire range of problems related to 
the development of video in our country. We produce 
feature, documentary, musical and animated films as well as 
programs involving the recording of theatrical perfor- 
mances. Among the programs filmed at our studios using 
our equipment and put out in our cassettes are: “Musical 
Olympus I and II,” “From Italy to Russia With Love,” 
“Dream of Russia,” “Take Us As We Are,” “Alisa,” “The 
Thaw,” “And a Stone Has a Heart,” as well as several 
Leningrad rock concerts and theatrical performances of 
“The Zoykin Apartment,” and “Birthday.” 


We recently completed filming the first feature film 
“Five Corners” completely filmed by the video method, 
the Pilot Studio is completing its first animated film and 
there are 50 other films and programs in production. 


Under the orders of the VPTO, films already known to 
the viewer have been made: “Risk Group,” “How to 
Become a Star,” “Rock,” “Two Hours With Bards” and 
many others. Soon the screens will be showing “The 
Dreamer” by the director V. Bunin and “Save and 
Keep” of A. Sokurov. 


This year, Video Film will turn out on the order of 70 
hours of programs and by 1995, this number will reach 
900 hours a year. 


cultural facilities. The nation has around 2,000 cities and 
urban-type settlements where there are no movie the- 
aters and for many people the video can become the 
main opportunity for seeing new films, performances, 
concert and touring programs. 


At present, the Video Film VPTO has purchased a 
thousand video projection units for organizing video 
viewing auditoriums in various regions of the nation. 


The economic mechanism in this area has been orga- 
nized in the following manner: the Video Film VPTO 
rents its prosection units and receives an established fee. 
Let us emphasize that we do not receive any income 
from the rental of films for these units. 


In the area of organizing video rentals, the association 
has followed the path of collaborating with the broadest 
range of diverse state and public organizations. Our 
partners are the republic video centers, the movie and 
video associations, the ministries, Komsomol and trade 
union organizations. Last year we collaborated with a 
number of cooperaiive organizations but now their 
activities have been banned by the Decree of the Council 
of Ministers of 29 December 1988. 


In our view, the main reason for the banning of the video 
cooperatives was their “pirating” activities. 


“Video piracy,” that is, the commercial use of video 
films and programs without purchasing the rights, is a 
phenomenon which has long been combated throughout 
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the world. In a majority of nations those who violate the 
law are punished by large fines, by the confiscating of the 
video equipment and sometimes even by prison terms. 


Our domestic legislation is flawed and at present, when 
the USSR is endeavoring to enter the international scene 
as a state of law, undoubtedly we must achieve a confor- 
mity of domestic legal standards to the standards of 
international law. 


The absence of economic and legal regulation in the video 
sphere has led to a situation where recently “video piracy” in 
our nation has assumed the nature of an organized system. 
This system possesses its own press (the journal KUL- 
TURNO-PROSVETITELNAYA RABOTA), its own econ- 
which in practical terms is p.ovided by the VAAP [All- 
Union Agency for Patent Law]. 


We feel that the video sphere should be regulated not by 
bans but rather by legal and economic standards but in 
the existing situation the decisive measures have been 
essential and, moreover, they are as necessary as before. 


By the end of 1988, the VPTO held the rights to 204 
programs and these included films produced by the Video 
Film studios, films and programs made upon the orders of 
the association at other studios in the nation as well as films 
the rental licenses for which were acquired abroad. The 
rental licenses for these films were offered by us at the first 
determined by a contract between the buyer and seller and 
basically depended upon the number of video viewing 
auditoriums and the number of seats in them for each 
specific region. In holding subsequent video markets we will 
take into account all the complaints and comments received 


by us about its organization. 


We feel it essential to emphasize that at present the 
Komsomol, the AUCCTU, the consumer services, the 
an active part in the founding and development of video. 
There can be no question of any monopoly in the video 
sphere. Clearly the video sphere in principle is pluralistic 
and precisely this is the source of its development. 


USSR Goskino Video Film VPTO 


Should There Be No Appeal? 


L. Lebedev, Chairman of the Sintez Video Cooperative. 
Our cooperative over an 18-month period has filmed 
180 hours of video material. Our price is video theatrical 
performances. Incidentally, their cost has been 4- or 
5-fold less than for the Video Film VPTO. But the 
quality.... You trust Nekroshyus, I hope? This outstand- 
ing director has let no one come close with a video 
camera to his performances. He saw our work on the 
Lenkomov “Diciatorship of Conscience” and immedi- 
ately said “yes.” After the debut, he agreed to the filming 
of another three of his stagings. Or our original music 
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program “Fireworks” with the participation of “stars” — 


dent. Did you make a profit? Did you have icsses? 


3 
i 
‘ 
! 
i 


V. Nayshaller, chairman of the Konkord Video Coopera- 
tive. 1 understand Lebedev and I sympathize. Materially, 
we have suffered less, and Konkord has other spheres of 


ics of Perestroyka,” and a course for managers. The 
) has already published an ad. SOVETSKAYA 


journal 
KULTURA ia mid-October published a comment “Who 


Can Help?” The famous Dutch dancer Felixdal arrived 
and gave lessons in the GITIS [State Institute for The- 
atrical Art]. The next day we were already filming him. 
We concluded a contract, made a cassette, and prepared 
a series together with the magazine KLUB. Presently, 
neither we nor our partners know what to reply to those 
who issued the orders. 


L. Lebedev. | envy those cooperatives which can turn 
things out like a production line: their activities might be 
likened to ammunition production.... 


A. Sidorenko, secretary of the Komsomo! Committee of 
the USSR Geskino. As soon as I had read the point about 
video, I could imagine the response on the spot in terms 
of the youth self-financing video centers. How right I 
was. They began to close them down. Both those under 
the Komsomol raykoms and gorkoms, both the rental 
and producing. But they are not cooperatives. The 
decree should not extend to them. We are sending out an 
explanatory letter. We are hopeful that we will be able to 
defend ourselves. Certainly we have an extensive rental 
video network with hundreds upon hundreds of units. 











Mino SOlaad to guadhiis Gomuuie. A caapudve ons 


itive instructions have already been issued on the spot. 
Except for the system of state video rentals, the Komsomol, 
the trade unions and everyone else is prohibited. 


decrees but also repealing them. What will the response 


they will pick up a portion of those viewers who previ- 
ously went to the cooperative viewing room. We have 
gone through all of this. Certainly there are rental 
cooperatives which operate at prices below the state 
ones. For example, in Voronezh in the Brno Hotel, a 
showing is 30 kopecks. 


G. Simanovich. I assume that the Video Film VPTO is 
merely lamenting the disappearance of competitors? 


V. Nayshuller. As far as I know, the VPTO was involved 
in the draft decree and provided the grounds for this. As 
a result, the video cooperatives were mentioned pre- 
cisely in the first, prohibitive part. 
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G. Simanevich. According to our information, the VPTO 
did not propose a ban, but the situation was viewed as 
extraordinary: the Western movie and video products 
were being rented on a pirated basis. Is that right? 


L. Lebedev. sae ete, Ca ens Oe 
video showing rooms belonged to Video Film itself, the 
Komsomol Central Committee and the AUCCTU. Why 
did the decree concern only, as you put it, the By 
pirates”? It is a pity that the newspaper did not act 
sooner. 


G. Simanovich. The newspaper was not made aware, as 
were all those present. There is a lawyer here. Did you 
know about it, Andrey Semenovich? 


A. Tarasov, member of the Moscow Municipal Lawyers 
Collegiam. I did not. But it was not hard to assume 
something of the sort. The 54th Article of the Law on 
Cooperatives is a lever for manipulating what is chiefly 
in the law. In which a sublegal act gains the upper hand 
over the law. The decree pursues exclusively the interests 
of the departments. Why bother discovering a coopera- 
tive which has violated the law and apply sanctions 
against it under the law? Why compete? It is a lot of 
trouble. It is easier to close them down. 


We are confronted with an ideological decree. Activities 
have been banned or restricted in the sphere of film, the 
theater, concerts, lectures and book publishing. Thus, again 
they are controiling what we can read, see and hear. 


A. Lipkov, candidate of art histery. In disregarding all of 
the details which have been taken up here, we are 
discussing things that are broader, namely in what sort of 
state we want to live. I feel that both the viewers and the 
spectators of the video viewing theaters, including the 
cooperative ones, want to live in a state of law. The 
VPTO is intimidating us by a state of emergency. These 
are familiar fears. Recently a well-known writer intimi- 
dated us with the fact that an emergency situation had 
arisen in literature. But at present literature is being read 
as never before, and primarily Soviet. Hence, possibly, 
the reader erred and there was no “second Stalingrad.” 

But do I feel that possibly an emergency situation in the 
video area is also one of the same myths? The state 
Position, it seems to me, should presently consist in the 


the more 

socialism as a result of this decree. Because if it is 
possible to cancel the permission given by the Supreme 
Soviet with the stroke of a pen, then certainly this is not 
a normal situation. 


Putting in a Word About a Poor “Pirate”... 


G. Simanovich. The term “video piracy” has run through 
our discussion. Both the cooperative and the state video 
viewing theaters constantly “operate” with viewings 








instances, neither the state, the Komsomol, the trade 
union, nor the (now no longer) cooperative video rentals 
are able to operate normally and profitably without 
Western commercial video products. These are 
“mangled” by both rights and wrongs. The situation is 
typical for the nation as a whole. Is there an alternative? 
Are we planning on the state level? In my opinion, we 
have been working on this for 4 years now. 


An Alternative 


A. Merezev. Video Film abundantly lists the films and 
programs created by it. Where are they? I prepared an 
article on the situation in the sphere of ideological 
studies. The party office has video equipment but noth- 
ing to show. To my request, Video Film replied: go to the 
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arbat and there you will find it. There I saw films about 


G. Simanevich. Let us be objective: the risk group, for 


A. Moerezer. This was made at the TsSDF and trans- 
ferred to video cassette. 


Reply from the floor. It was filmed by the video method 
but the entire Central Television films with the video 


A. Merezev. Why did Sintez and not Video Film film the 
vital current affairs video appendix to the journal 
OGONEK? Certaialy there was the Churbanov trial and 
others. Clearly this was of interest to all. But did Video 
Film film it? 


Reply from the floor. Why do you think that it was their 
task? 


A. Merezov. But it is interesting for the people.... With 
the departure of the video cooperatives as produccrs, the 
mass of all that is interesting and which they could film 
remains outside the viewer's sphere of attention. 


V. Borev. It seems to me that at present the head state 
organization for video simply is not justifying its exist- 
ence, although it has a good staff, fine quarters and 
enviable millions in foreign exchange to buy equipment. 
Alas, this equipment is standing idle. The material 
return is minuscule. The association merely exchanges 
orders with such studios as Kazakhfilm [Kazakh Film] or 
Lenfilm [Leningrad Film], it obtains uninteresting pic- 
tures and rents them in the viewing theaters. Here there 
are infinite assurances that, supposedly, a new era will 
dawn tomorrow. Formerly, the format was different; 
now everything is being talked cver, but should they film 
on cassettes if Japan is going to convert to laser disks. 
There is no work, no effect. On the other hand, there is 
departmental ambitiousness, a thirst (not in words but in 
deed) for monopoly and impractical schemes. 


Not long ago there was a conference in Voronezh on 
video problems. It was conducted by the AUCCTU. 
There an enormous number of angry persons from 
Kazakhstan—described in what, from their viewpoint, a 
disorganized manner the video market was he!d recently 
in Moscow, where the VPTO in a single package sold 30 
supposedly new programs and | 20 old and long unnec- 
essary video films. This package was not unsealed. The 
persons often were not shown what they were buying. 
They even purchased products which still do not exist or 
which the VPTO has still not purchased or created. Here 
the prices were gigantic. These prices were squeezed out 




















ee ee. Toe 
on the pages of the respected SOVETSKAYA KUL- 
TURA and printed at the end of last year? There is a list 


crazy prices. Just like a pata The cooperatives 
have been eliminated. Here all sorts of announcements 
are constantly sent out, “information from the center” is 
skillfully provided but as a result of all of this on the spot 
the conviction is formed that we are permitted to see 
only what has been made or bought by Video Film. 


will be no question of any monopoly by Video Film. In 
addition to the state Video Film VPTO, the appropriate 
structures will be organized under the Komsomol Central 
Committee and under the AUCCTU. Let us remember that 
in December, the Society of Friends of the Soviet Cinema- 


18120068a Moscow MOSCOW NEWS in — 
No 11, 19-26 Mar 59 p 4 


[Letter: “Stay The Black Arrow!”’] 


[Text] We believe in respecting all religions, including 


Islam. The great scriptures like the Bible, the Koran and 
the Talmud constitute humanity's common spiritual 
heritage. At the same time every individual has the right 
to not to believe, provided his atheism does not offend 
believers. We flatly condemn offenses to other people's 
beliefs as a violation of their right to think indepen- 
dently, unconditioned by gregarious instinct. 


Nor do we have the moral right to let people be killed 
before our eyes for making imprudent or unwittingly 
offensive remarks about religion. No religion can be 
cruel or regard itself as the truth of the last instance 
entitled to spell a person’s life or death. 


(Medicine), A Sakharova, Cand Sc. (Biology), artist B. 
Birger, journalist L. Grafov. 


Writer iskander on Roots of Stalin Cult 
18120068b Moscow MOSCOW NEWS in English 
No 11, 19-26 Mar 89 p 16 


{Interview with Fazil Iskander by Yelena Vesyolaya: “If 
We Stop, We'll Be Thrown Back”) 


(Text] Fazil Iskander has always had many readers. But in 
the last three years we seem to have discovered him anew. He 
published manuscripts that had remained in his desk drawer 
ee Re oe en, ea 


Old House Beneath the Cypress.” The Moskovsky Rabochy 
Publishers are about to put out the full text of his novel 
“Sandro from Cheghem” in three volumes, including the 

ee 
cation of “Sandro” is the most important literary event for 
him, because fleet incorporates his major ideas, con- 
cerns and worries. ee 


publication had come.” 


[Vesyolaya] But you can hear people say that manu- 
scripts fished out of desk drawers are out of date. 


{Iskander] I don’t dare speak about everything that has 
come from desk drawers because I’m not too diligent 4 
reader. There are works all of us regard as major achieve- 
ments of national literature, for example, Vasily Gross- 
man’s epic or Yuri Dombrovsky’s novel. Not oniy are 
they not out of date; a really good work of art gets better 
with time, like vintage wine. It is sad these books were 
not published then. But true talent can see into the future 
anc thus never become obsolete. Of course, there are 
certain works written in the past that could not be 
published because of their political sting, though objec- 
tively they were rather superficial. Brought out now, they 
appear weak. Of course we respect their authors for civic 
courage, bui :f a book has little artistic merit, it is sure to 
be soon forgotten. 
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[Vesyolaya] It is often said that our national tragedy has 
a a sap Ae nla yap to a 

to “kick” Stalin because that is in vogue and a sure way 
to get into print. As a result, the topic is getting stale and 
is no longer exciting, as psychologists have noticed. 


{Iskander} That is partly true. But such talk also smacks 
of the familiar tendency to control the nation’s mentality 
from above. There are objective market rules that cover 
literary works, too. Their market value is determined by 
what I would call the mystery of human interest. It is the 
market that will tell us when ithe Stalin theme ceases to 
be of interest to the reader. 


I think, however, that it will never lose interest if every 
attempt at ing that man’s personality and 
historic role will bring us something new. At a certain 
point in time (which seems to have already arrived) 
mediocre and banal compositions on the subject might 
cease drawing the intelligent reader’s attention. But we 
should go onwards rather than have someone on top 
switch on and off the flow of publications, thus returning 
to the old and ridiculous practice of controlling culture. 
Incidentally, those orders usually belong to people who 
in general disapprove of our literature’s critical fervor. 


It is no more than two or three years since works 
exposing Stalin, his entourage, and the many terrifying 
phenomena of our life have come to light, but there are 
already voices saying, “Enough, we are sick and tired of 
it!” What about those forty years that we spent reiterat- 
ing praises and glorifying that luminary of all sciences? 
Didn't anyone feel like saying “Enough!” then? 


I think many did want to say that, but nobody dared... 
Almost every book of poetry began with an ode to the 
Great Leader. Lots of novels ended happily in Stalin 
approving, Stalin nodding his assent, Stalin smiling, 
Stalin applauding, or Stalin rescuing a brilliant inventor 
from a dull bureaucrat. All this imperial rubbish was 
preached for years. It is natural, therefore, that many 
find the present changes not quite for their liking. 


[Vesyolaya] It is a curious topic: Stalinism with Stalin. 


[{Iskander] For the “nomenklatura” in the broad sense of 
the word, it is a great temptation to try and consolidate 
Stalinism in our life, all the while knowing that they 
cannot disappear without trace at any moment, as hap- 
pened under Stalin. Stalin gave his “apparat” every 
privilege except one: to sleep peacefully and plan their 
lives for years ahead. They wielded great power knowing 
that at any moment any one of them might vanish. Now 
they krow they are safe and will not vanish, so they want 
to keep their power and authority in the bargain. Very 
convenient, isn’t it? 


For a certain psychological type that’s a great tempta- 
tion, too. Say, a shoemaker displays a portrait of Stalin 
on the wall of his shop. This man knows that Stalin was 
born very low and came to rule half the world. Stalin to 


[Vesyolaya] A lackey’s complex. 
{Iiskander] Yes, and it is not all that easy to get rid of it. 


[Vesyolaya] Do you imply that the cult is predetermined 
by a certain professional mentality? Yet there is an 
opinion that its origin lies in a national mentality. 


[Iskander] Of course, after the 300-year Romanov 
dynasty fell, certain illusions and a popular belief in the 
czar remained. But didn’t Hitler come to power in 
Germany, Mussolini in Italy and Franco in Spain? 


I think all these phenomena have one thing in common: 
the emergence on the political arena of enormous masses 
of people who were barely literate, very ambitious and 
for the most part morally undeveloped. 


This type was discovered and brilliantly exposed by 
Dostoyevsky. He called them “people from the under- 
ground”. They created their own leaders, also a type. At 
that time the world objectively demanded change. Vast 
numbers of people in Russia and in the West sensed that 
something had come to an end. At a time like this, 
dictatorship and all sorts of imposture and deformations 
were possible. The en masse on the political 
arena of highly ambitious and barely literate people 
certainly contributed to that. 


[Vesyolaya] Do you think political involvement harmed 
those people, corrupied them! 


{Iskander] The ethical type of behavior evolves over 
time. Say, a peasant’s—in rural surroundings, an urban 
craftsman’s—in urban surroundings. When they were 
abused they revolted, went on strike, but never, not even 
in their wildest dreams, did they aspire to rule the 
country. The transition from their own age-long ethical 
stereotypes to the ethics of a cultured individual who has 
to make his own decisions independently rather than rely 
on a collective ethic proved very painful, especially for 
people inwardly unprepared to shoulder responsibility. 
The spreading of this semiculture among the broad 
masses paved the way for everything that happened. 

















No doubt, the Party should have given up much of its 
power and retained control only over the most important 
issues. I believe this could have been worked out. But 

ical factors, complex and difficult to explain, 
came into play at that very time. Just imagine the 
Bolsheviks who had been constantly persecuted and in 
hiding got suddenly all that power. They felt so euphoric 
ee 
or. 


When I think about the disputes of the 1920s, I find only 
Bukharin’s slogan “Get rich!” noble and realistic. He 
said it was too early to begin collectivization. But he 
lacked firmness, and by then it was too late anyway. As 
is apparent from Lenin's “will”, Stalin enjoyed unlim- 
ited power even before Lenin's death. 


Bae cp ter am ag ge ay canned te 
carly stage of perestroika, too. Now it seems to have 


given way to greater realism in the assessment of events. 
For example, we now talk less of “acceleration”. 


{Iskander] By the way, I disapproved of that particular 
slogan from the very start. Acceleration has been the motto 
of the day since the 1920s. But in fact no one must be 
hurried—ever. I have always believed that socialist emula- 
State must never take steps that can evoke and ironic 
attitude among its citizens. Every state should strive to 
achieve authority through wisdom and an understanding of 
the nature of things. The slogans of socialist emulation can 
work at a crucial moment, for instance, after the war, when 
the people are called upon to make an all-out effort. But 
after a year or two life must go back to its normal pace. 
Workers must never be driven to show heroism every day, 
because this inevitably ends up in everyday drinking, 
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I prefer the words “renovation” or “revival”. Our new 
revolutionary times, as we call them, must renew the 
human being, renew hopes. 


Sepeigay Was <> you pin your Rapes ony Want 
worries you? 


[Iskander} I'm worried about the centrifugal forces that 


ter 
the whole country and all its nations the significance of 
law, its universality, on the one hand, and its absolute 


of people do not believe in the law, they believe in their 
superiors. 


Strong, honest, principles thinkers,——such as, say, Aca- 
demicians Sakharov and Likhachev—must join in the 
country’s leadership in the near future. People of that 
type are duty bound to be there. In the case of their 
disapproval of this or that government action, they must 
have the opportunity to address the people. This wouid 
help the leadership to avoid grave errors. Unfortunately, 
our history is full of errors, because there has never been 
any feedback, any consultation with the people, and the 
government did what seemed the most advantageous at 
the moment. 


There is yet another problem that is much talked about. 
It is high time that all necessary means are found to 
provide the people with enough to eat—immediately. At 
any rate, a certain acceptable level must be achieved at 
all costs, even if we have to borrow the money. You 
cannot go on for 70 years giving nothing but promises. 


Finally, we must not slow down the pace of glasnost. If 
we stop, the current will throw us back. 
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Film Lampoons Komsomol 
18120075 Moscow MOSCOW NEWS in English 
No 13, 2-9 Apr 89 p 11 


[Article by Yergeny Yevtushenko under the “Off 
Screen” rubric: “A Film Catastropbe?”] 


[Text] Dealing with the problems of Kemsomol, Sergei 
Saezhkin’s film “An Emergency on a District Scale”, 
made at the Lenfilm Stadio and based on Yuri Polyakev's 
story, has actually been taken up as an emergency. Not so 
mach by film makers as...by its own characters. 


I saw this film the same day I saw “Zerograd™, in which 


18000598 Moscow KOMSOMOLSKAYA PRAVDA in 
Russian 19 Feb 89 p 1 


[Article by K. Belyaninov: “We Have the Right; In 
Moscow the All-Union Student Forum Has Begun Its 
Work”)} 

[Text] “Where to?” the doorkeeper repeated again vigi- 
lantly, barring the door. 


Nasyrov, a student of the Leningrad Electrotechnical 
Institute, slipping in. After that, everything was easier: 
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reaching one of the rooms of the Orienok hotel, finding 
a free place and getting involved in the work. This is how 
Marat acted. On his own initiative, and unlike the 
majority of the members of the organizing committee, 
without a special invitation. 


But who prohibits a student from participating in the 
solving of the problems which are most important for 
him? Yes, and the organizing committee decided from 
the very beginning that entry for “a person with ideas” 
must be free. 


The organizers of the meeting were the Komsomoi 
Central Committee, the USSR State Education Commit- 
tec, the VTsSPS [All-Union Central Committee of Trade 
Unions] and the Ministry of Defense. 


“Honestly speaking, on the first day of work, I was 
afraid of two things, which are different in principle but 
very characteristic for us. The first is an apparatus 
playing at democracy, performed according to a scenario 
agreed upon beforehand, and the second is a meeting is 
much to his neighbors. 


“My fears were not justified, however. They spoke about 
painful issues. Judge for yourself - the most serious 
organizations have good intentions in abundance. But as 
before there is not sufficient space in the dormitories: the 
shortage of accommodations, according to official data, 
amounts to 430,000 places. Only one in five student 
families has a roof over its heads. Only 74 percent of 
students receive a stipend, and 40 percent suffer from 
chronic illnesses - this is almost 2,124,000 persons. 
University science centers carry out work for 50 million 
rubles a year but pay students not more than 60 rubles a 
month. Eight hundred thousand graduates work in posts 
not requiring a higher education.” 


This is only a part of the statistics cited at the meetings. 
But not one of the speakers was able to say how many 
universities simply cannot give a normal education 
because of the lack of elementary training centers. Up to 
this time there are no such figures. 


But the first meeting of the organizing committee was 
not assembled to give ready answers. Only questions 
were submitted in the discussions. The most diverse, 
from the students’ participation in agricultural work to 
the creation of their own organization. 


“We must stand up for the idea of a student trade 
union,” thinks Sergey Roshchin, a member of the Mos- 
cow State University Komsomo!l Committee. 


“We must start with everyday problems,” suggests Vitols 
Uldis, a student at the Riga Polytechnical Institute. 














It is now still too early to speak about results - this was 
the first meeting and there remains more than half a year 
until the opening of the forum: it is planned to be held in 
November. But the members of the organizing commit- 


Belorussian Youth Meet in LiSSR on Informal 
Groups, Cultural Issues 

1800061 1a Vilnius KOMSOMOLSKA YA PRAVDA in 
Russian 20 Jan 89 p 2 


flag of Belorussia. On the staircase leading to the audi- 
torium, quick young steps were heard—66 youth groups 
from all corners of Belorussia sent 242 delegates to the 
“Second Valny Soym.” “In Minsk it would have been 
difficult for the youth to hold this congress,” said Sergey 
Vitushka. “It is true that the gorispolkom granted us 
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Thus the youth congress found itself under the threat of 
ruin, and the Lithuanian Perestroyka Movement came to 
the aid of the Belorussian youth. As the “Soym”™ dele- 
gates emphasized, it was precisely in Lithuania that they 
succeeded in speaking freely in a free land. 


“Why are you here? Sacrificing your free time after a 
tiring, long trip early in the day?” 


I asked this of many young people in the vestibule who 
were selling “Vozrozhdeniye” [Rebirth], the bulletin of 
the independent information center of the Belorussian 
people's front for perestroyka, medals with the national 
coat of arms of Belorussia—a rider rushing forward with 
a sword in his hand—+so simular to the Lithuanian nation 
arms, badges and insignia with the colors of the national 
flag. One answer by a young girl stayed in my mind: “I 
want to feel free in my own land, to know the real history 
of my country, to speak in my native tongue.” 


Oles Susha, a member of the “Talaka™ association, told 
the story of the origin of the informal youth movement 
in Belorussia: “Several fellows got together and argued 
over whether they could speak in their native language 
all day. It turned out they couldn't. Then in 1979 this 
movement arose. In the beginning it was a movement for 
the revival of the native language.” 


Perhaps there was another reason: it was exactly in 1979 
that the begi of the economic crisis in Poland came 
and the idea appeared that all this might be expected in 
Belorussia. You see, as a matter of fact we all find ruins 
of culture, spirituality, and the economy—the idea is 
heard distinctly in all the speeches of the delegates to the 
Congress. It was precisely that which served as the 
principal stimulus to stirring up the “informals” of 
Belorussia. 


The representatives of construction brigades from two 
union republics, Latvia and Belorussia, made a boat trip 
in the summer of 1987 from the Belorussian village of 
Druya along the Dvina River to Daugavpils. By these 
excursions, the students were protesting the projected 
construction of the Daugavpils GRES, which would have 
caused great damage to the ecology of the republic. 
Commenting on the deplorable condition of the ecology 
in Belorussia, archeologist Zenon Poznyak said: “We all 
understand that it is impossible to live this way any 
longer. We are standing on the edge of an ecological 
catastrophe. All prognoses agree that we will not have a 
future if urgent measures are not taken. One fifth of the 
ploughed fields of Belorussia are infected, tens of thou- 
sands of children are in grave condition. Information 
about pollution of the atmosphere is concealed from the 
population.” Public opinion succeeded in achieving the 
cancellation of the construction of GRES, and the 
“informals” contributed to this too. But in answer to this 
action of the young people, there followed a sharp 
official condemnation. Why did this happen? Z. Pozn- 
yak explains the current situation which has taken shape 
in the republic in this way: “Belorussia is lagging behind 
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Stay a week, that is your business. By the way, there are 
no restrictions on the number of trips cither. One can go 
as often as necessary. 


[Aleksandrov] Tell us to what extent the system for 
ee 


[Mamedov] I would say that it has now been simplified 
as much as possible. It 1s no longer necessary to collect 


capitalist country, to be sure, it is a 


es 
i 
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socialist countries 2s Cuba, Yugoslavia, China and sev- 
eral others were legalized on the basis of the system in 
effect for capitalist countries. This is no longer the case. 
There 1s a uniform system for all socialist countnes. But 


[Aleksandrov] Here, perhaps, we could conclude our 
conversation. You answered many questions that inter- 
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[Article by S. Leskov: “Professors on ‘he Flow: Does 
VAK Oppose Mediocrity in Science?” ] 
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feedback. is VAK interested in the fate of the disserta- 
tions that it has approved? Do they go into the archives, 
or do they serve as a detonator for an explosion of ideas? 
I asked that question of V. Vyskub, deputy academic 
secretary of USSR VAK, and party buro secretary. 


“In VAK’s annual collection,” V. Vyskub explained, “we 
direct the attention of the ministries and departments to 
those dissertations which, in our opinion, conform to the 
high-priority trends in the development of science and 
technology and which can be recommended for intro- 
duction. In an accompanying letter we ask the recipient 
to express his attitude to this question. Previously we 
used to receive practically no responses, but last year we 
did receive several letters. Jointly with other depart- 
ments, USSR VAK participated in organizing an exhibi- 
tion entitled “Cadres of Science’ at the VDNKh [Exhibi- 
tion of the Achievements of the USSR National 
Economy].” 


You will agree that this is not quite enough to speak 
seriously about feedback. A feature that is very wide- 
spread in the scientific world is the citation index, 
according to which one can just the number of citations 
to a particular research work. It is precisely the citation 
index that is the highest scale for evaluating the prestige 
of a scientific work. However... 


“We do not take into consideration the citation index for 
the dissertations that have passed through VAK,” V 
Vyskub states disappointingly. 


What, then, does guide VAK’s actions? What is the 
soncealed mechanism for making decisions in a moot 
situation? The answer is determined by the nature of the 
monitoring agency. VAK is the state acceptance agency 
for bringing people into science. However much we have 
stated that state acceptance in industry must be indepen- 
dent of tise economy’s needs as of this minute, there is no 
way that this can be achieved. And that applies also to 
VAK, to state acceptance in science. Every year, 30,000 
candidate dissertations and 3,400 doctoral dissertations 
pass through VAF. But only 0.1 percent of the candidate 
dissertations and 1.2 percent of the doctoral disserta- 
tions are sifted out. It would be a good thing if the special 
councils in the outlying areas operated in a more 
demanding manner. But, as was noted at the buro of 
CPSU MGK, “almost half the dissertations that are 
defended are evaluated by boards of experts as being 
only satisfactory. Their typical shortcomings are the lack 
of any innovation in research, and their unsuitability for 
practical introduction.” Thus it would b< more correct to 
call the filter a sieve. Could this be the reason why the 
operational features of the filter that has been called 
upon to hold back second-rate sciertific material are 
determined not only by the direct put pose for which the 


filter was designed? 


“It is incorrect to say that an unjustifiably large number 
of dissertations are defended liere,”” Academician Ye. 
Shemyankin, VAK chairman, insists. “There are only a 
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few dissertations! A catastrophically small number of 
them! Throughout the country, at departments of insti- 
tutions of higher learning, in laboratories, and in the 
administration of organizations and departments, there 
is a critical shortage of scientists with degrees. The 
number of doctors of sciences, for example, required to 
fill the official vacancies is twice the number of those 
that we now have. The average age of doctors of sciences 
in the country is very high—approximately 55 years. 
Their active scientific period is just 15 years. Moreover, 
those figures are not growing any better.” 


When we begin to deal with large scales, the specific 
deeds retreat into the shadows. Things are difficult with 
the quality of the scientific cadres in the country. One 
cannot fail to agree with Yevgeniy Ivanovich Shemy- 
akin. Dut isn’t VAK worsening the already joyless pic- 
ture? Despite the recent innovations, it continues to be 
easier for a zealous and go-getting dissertation candidate 
to defend his <issertation that for a person who, to the 
detriment of practicality, has been given a real talent. 
Yes, in individual instances, I have no doubt, VAK is 
firm and inflexible, but, as with every state acceptance, 
the certification procedure cannot fail to respond to the 
needs of the scientific institutions or the higher educa- 
tion system. The “gross mentality” and high quality are 
incompatible in any field. Could it not be that these 
underwater currents carried Ye. Shorokhov’s disserta- 
tion safely over all the reefs? The painting department at 
MGPI needed a doctor of sciences and a professor... 


Another person who strove just as irrepressibly toward 
the cherished degree was assistant professor V. Doman- 

chuk, department chief at the Kamenets-Podolsk Agri- 

cultural Institute. He defended his dissertation far from 
home, at the Latvian Agricultural Academy. But the 
dissertation had been prepared on the basis of materials 
pertaining to the southwestern forest-steppe oblasts of 
the Ukraine, and one would hardly think that the special 
council in a Baltic republic could evaluate the correct- 
ness of the obtained resu/ts. Why didn’t V. Dormanchuk 
want io defend his disse:tation in the Ukraine? Could it 
have been because he had become a regular “hero” in a 
tremendous amount of items published in the republic 
press? He had been been mentioned in PERETS! Actu- 
ally, entire pages of his pamphlet “Rekomendatsii po 
planirovaniyu selskokhozyaystvennogo proizvodstva™ 
[Recommendations for Planning Agricultural Produc- 
tion] had been be--owed from half-forgotten reference 
books dealing with the entire union. Actually, chapters of 
the methodological insiructions “Kollektivnyy podryad 
v selskokhozyaystvennykh predpriyatiyakh” [Collective 
Contract At Agricultural Enterprises] had been rewritten 
from a republic publication that had been produced by 
other authors. V. Domanchuk’s contribution to the 
deveiopment of science boiled down entirely to camou- 
flaging the names of participants in other people's exper- 
iments, but leaving the results untouched. Thus, instead 
of V. Kalashkin, he invented, apparently in pangs of 
creativity, a certain R. Sidorenko. Instead of N. Petelgu- 
zov, V. Sitnikov; instead of link member V. Zaytsev, link 
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member N. Gumenyuk. In a word the final result was not 
a “Collective Contract,” but a continuation of “Dead 
Souls”! 


Where had the administrators of the higher educational 
institution been looking? Why had they not stopped the 
prolific assistant professor? Farsighted V. Domanyuk 
had included in the enterprise responsible for stamping 
out scientific works rector I. Samokish. In “Polozheniye 
o tsekakh...” [Statute Governing Shops...], which was 
published in 1981, V. Domanchuk had had certain 
coauthors, but in the 1985 re-edition of the pamphiet 
there were completely different ones, including his dear 
rector and other responsible workers that the assistant 
professor needed. Is it surprising that, when claims 
against the newly fledged doctor of sciences were being 
analyzed at VAK, there arrived from the party’s Khmel- 
nitskiy Obkom a letter signed by V. Kurash, deputy chief 
of the Department of Agriculture and the Food Industry, 
in support of his enterprising countryman? And although 
in “Polozheniye o poryadke prisuzhdeniya uchenykh 
stepeney” [Statute Governing the Procedure for the 
Awarding of Learned Degrees] it is stated in black and 
white that they can be awarded only to persons who 
“follow the norms of communist morality,” the institu- 
tion of higher learning in Kamenets-Podolsk acquired a 
just as necessary doctor of sciences and professor. As in 
the case of Ye. Shorokhov’s dissertation, the require- 
ments of the “gross approach” proved to be higher than 
the declared principles, and more important than the 
observ ance of scientific ethics. This was confirmation of 
the ojd rule: morality looks where it is ordered to look. 


In VAK’s democratic statute one constantly finds loop- 
holes for making decisions that contradict that statute. 
Why has it be completely impossible to cope with this 
evil? Well, it would seem that VAK is all we have—it is 
both judge and counsel for the defense—and all that 
remains is to trust in its conscientiousness, which has to 
be recognized as a category that is just as shaky as the 
conscience of a completely unlimited monarch. No orga- 
nizations—not the Academy of Sciences, not VSNTO 
[All-Union Council of Scientific-Technical Societies], 
not the other organizations—essentially have the right to 
inquire how such a powerful lever in the development of 
science is operating. VAK is checked only by the party 
agencies, which delicately bypass at such time the pro- 
fessional questions, that is, the most important ones. 


A few years ago the painting “Defenders of Moscow” 
was exhibited. Standing alongside of Marshals Zhukov 
and Rokossovkiy was the modest figure of the then 
chairman of “ AK, Professor V. Kirillov-Ugryumov (he 
had been at the front for several days as a private). 
Personal immodesty? Of course, but the painting did not 
surprise anyone then. That kind of subservience was an 
accurate indicator of the atmosphere that reigned around 
VAK. Hypocrites and flatterers always count on getting 
indulgences in return. Not necessarily immediately, but 
when the occasion arises. Couldn't it be that this unspo- 
ken reliance upon one another contains the reason why, 
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in the consideration of dissertation projects, outsiders 
attempt from time to time to interfere, violating the 
principle of VAK’s independence? As a sign of gratitude, 


Who could have thought that a subject that was close to 
the heart of T. Khrennikov, secretary of the board of 
governcrs of USSR Composers Union, was questions of 
the theory of creeping, which were considered in the 
doctoral dissertation on construction disciplines by S. 
Bondarenko? However, when a number of specialists 
began to have dowbts about that work, which had been 
defended at the special council of MITT [Moscow Insti- 
tute of Railroad Transport Engineers], an appeal was 
made to the high administrative levels, apparently, by 
the unusually erudite composer, asking for the competi- 
tor for the degree to be protected from persecution by his 
opponents. The “persecution” boiled down to the fact 
that MGU [Moscow State University] professors V. 
Pobedrya and S. Shesterikov, whe had been invited by 
VAK as experts, had expressed their confusion as to why 
the defense was being made not on the basis of the topic 
of the work, and they had suggested transferring the 
cunsideration of the case to another council of experts. 
No, it was not transferred. As the expression goes, here is 
food for thought: V. Bondarenko, the father of the 
person submitting the dissertation, has for many years 
been the member of the council of experts where his 
son's work was approved. 


Let us sum up the total. Essentially speaking, VAK has 
arbitrarily removed itself from control over the fate of 
dissertations. It does not serve as an insurmountable 
barrier for weak dissertations, cithough there certainly 
are a rather large number of them. Having bypassed the 
special soviet, the hackwork most frequently eludes the 
attention of the VAK experts also. At such time the risk 
for the special council is reduced to the minimum, since 
VAK carries out with with them on an ad hoc basis. In 
1966 VAK rejected approximately 70 dissertations, and 
a total of only 11 special councils out of 3000 were closed 
down, with there simply being no longer any need for 
some of them. In this situation, apparently, it is neces- 
sary to talk not about individual omissions in VAK's 
activities, and not about any of its specific associates, but 
about the sins of the scientific certification system as a 
whole. We should not forget that a considerable amount 
of the responsibility for the situation in which the fate of 
very important projects in the national economy, and the 
fate of scientific-technical progress in the country, have 
frequently proven to be entrusted to incompetent, igno- 
rant administrators lies with VAK, which, at one time, 
failed to demonstrate a well-principled attitude and gave 
the go-ahead signal to mediocrity in science. 


The Higher Certification Commission was created in 
1932, during a period of increase in the role played by 
the centralized-command methods of administering all 
spheres of society. In 1975, at the height of the era of 
stagnation, the commission was reorganized. Appar- 
ently, at some stage in the development of young Soviet 
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on agri . Monitoring of the awarding of degrees is 
carried out by a public izati of 
American ical Engineers. If it is discovered that 
weak dissertations are being passed at a certain univer- 


councils, i. must be admitted that they continue to this 
day not to have any self-interestedness in the high 
quality of their work, and, moreover, the concept of the 
quality of the dissertation, in view of the lack of criteria, 
is viewed by them in a completely abstract manner. 


Practically every time that I would visit VAK, I would 
meet in its corridors an alert retiree who had become a 
real punishment for the workers in the apparatus. Ivan 
Vasilyevich Yeremin has devoted his leisure time to 
refuting the dissertations that have been approved by 
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VAK. He operates very simply: he goes to the library, 
reads the dissertation—and then he refutes it. He gives a 
thorough report on his results to VAK. Thus the restless 
retiree—who, 1 , is a candidate of sciences— 
has already refuted several dozen dissertations. Recently 
Yeremin was asked to give an oral report at the VAK 
presidium. 


So far, Ivan Vasilyevich’s concerns about science have 
not evoked any doubts. 


Factors in Determining Demaad for Pre-School 
Institutions Outlined 

18000794 Moscow PLANOVOYE KHOZYAYSTVO in 
Russian No 3, Mar 89 p 118 


{Article by N. Denisov and Ye. Gontmakher, candidates 
of economic sciences: “Determination of Demand For 
Pre-School Institutions”’] 


[Text] In order to completely fulfill the demand for 
children’s pre-school institutions, a preliminary quanti- 
tative determination of these needs must be made. In 
accordance with construction norms and regulations 
vi the chief index used in planning for the provi- 
sion of kindergartens is the magnitude of the queue for 
placement in them. However, this index may serve as 
orientation for only | or 2 years, and not for any longer 
period of time. As the conditions for upbringing in 
children’s institutions have improved, and their network 
has expanded, the demand for them is increasing due to 
the children who earlier would have been brought up at 
home because of particular features of life style (in 
particular, in rural localities), national traditions or 
parent.’ dissatisfaction with the leve! of service in kin- 
dergartens and nurseries. 


Equally invalid in their planning is the comparison of 
kindergarten and nursery capacity with a region's entire 
population. In view of territorial differences of demo- 
graphic structure, the index of the number of places in 
pre-school institutions based on | ,000 residents distorts 
the actual degree of fulfillment of this demand. 


in our view, it is necessary to plan the development of 
pre-school institutions on the basis of analysis of the 
change in the contingent of children of the corresponding 
age. Thus, a number of factors should be considered: 
there will always be families in which circumstances 
(non-working family members, grandmothers and the 
like) allow the child to be kept at home unti! school age; 
the privileges and compensation in effect, connected 
with the child's birth and care, allow the woman to not 
work until the child reaches the age of 18 months; in the 
opinion of pedagogical specialists, raising the child 
within the family until the age of 3 years has obvious 
advantages in comparison to keeping him in children's 
pre-school institutions. 
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By virtue of these circumstances, it is expedient to divide 
the quantity of pre-schoolers into two groups—under 3 
and older than this age. The necessary number of places 
.n kindergartens for children of the older age may be 
taken to be equal to the size of this contingent. Despite 
the fact that a very small percentage of this group will 
nevertheless fail to avail itself of the services of pre- 
school institutions, a certain reserve of places in them is 
required in the event of rapid changes in the demo- 
graphic situation. 


In calculating the demand for places for children under 3 
years of age it is necessary to take into consideration that 
at the present time, as research indicates, approximately 
90 percent of women avail themselves of leave until the 
child reaches the age of 1 year; 50 percent of women until 
the age of 18 months. With the planned introduction in 
the near future of paid leave until the child reaches the 
age of 18 months, with the right to extend leave until the 
age of 2 years, without stipend compensation, obviously 
quantity of places in children’s pre-school institutions 
for children from the age of 1-2 years will apparently 
constitute no more than 30 percent of the quantity of this 
contingent. 


The number of places for children from 2-3 years of age 
should be determined with consideration for the features 
of one region or another. Investigations indicate that in 
rural localities where the traditions of family upbringing 
are strong, this number should equal approximately 50 
percent of the number of children; in urbanized areas, 70 
percent; and in newly constructed cities, with predomi- 
nantly young populations, up to 90 percent. 


In determining the overall number of places in kinder- 
gartens and nurseries, it is also necessary to calculate 
their number required for thinning out these institutions 
and achieving normative levels. 


COPYRIGHT: “Ekonomika”. 
stvo”. 1989. 
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Medical Clinic’s Precedures Draw Complaint, 


18300419a Alma-Ata KAZAKHSTANSKAYA PRAVDA 
in Russian 2 Feb 89 p 2 


{Letter from N. Sidorova and responses from Aktyu- 
binsk health officials: “Without Even Looking Up. Eth- 
ics of a Physician”) 


[Text] Aktyubinsk—Alas, my daughter and I had to 
make frequent visits to an ophthalmologist. I conse- 
quently got the opportunity to observe in a casual 
fashion the operations of a pediatric clinic. There was 
much that was unexpected or completely incomprehen- 
sible. 
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frequently there was no one behind this window and we 
had to shift from one foot to another waiting i 


When the registrar finally appeared at the 


sign in just at 1800 hours, and not an hour earlier, for 
example, or at any time for that matter. Who thought up 
this procedure? Why have we submissively accepted it? 


But that procedure did not go unchanged for a long time. 
Apparently, some kind of experiments were being con- 
ducted that were not quite obvious to people far 
removed from medicine. Instead of being able to register 
on any day, it became possible to sign in only on Friday, 
and again only at 1800 hours. The number of people who 
came to regi under those circumstances increased 
fivefold. Then the “treasured” hour was changed to 
seven 0° clock. Of course, with previous notification. 
Somebody wanted it that way, and that was all there was 
to it. 


The days went by and my unintentional observations 
piled up. I saw how indifferently we were greeted by the 
physicians, and how they didn’t even raise their eyes 
above the medical charts in order to look at us, and how 
they so willingly got distracted into conversations with 
their colleagues about all kinds of new items. When they 
leave their office to attend to their own business which 
perhaps may be urgent they don’t bother to leave a note 
on their door. They mutter some explanations about 
which laboratory we should go to next. 


I saw all of this at the Pediatric Polyclinic No. 2 in the 
city of Ust-Kamenogorsk, but when I moved to Aktyu- 
binsk and once again got the opportunity to observe and 
compare, I got the feeling that I had not moved any- 
where. True, the Aktyubinsk polyclinic, which was also 
No. 2 by the way, did not have a registry window. 
Perhaps that was for the better. One doesn't have to lose 
time looking for a chart. On the other hand, the opera- 
tions are being handled by a single woman who is 
constantly distracted by telephone calls requesting home 
visits by a physician, and of course this is not so 
convenient for those would like to obtain essential 
information. 











troubles. I would not hesitate to claim that any person 


what if the interests of the patients are being openly 
neglected at our therapeutic institutions, then what? 


And so? Despite the utter simplicity of that view of 
things it has its own truth. And life's experience confirms 
it. If problems of discipline are of concern to Chief 
Physician of the Aktyubinsk City Hospital Viktor 
Georgiyevich Mochalov then th* procedures at the clinic 
are also excellent. This has deen noted by anyone who 
has visited and been treated here. This means we need an 
active stance, we need a struggle for order. Then our 
therapeutic institutions will more quickly become 
islands of perestroyka in the sea of the health sector. 


[Signed] N. Sidorova, mother of three children 


After having obtained the consent of the author, special 
correspondent of KAZAKHSTANSKAYA PRAVDA S. 
Yeremeyev showed the contents of this letter to several 
health officials in Aktyubinsk. Here are just a few of their 
comments. 


N. Yazykova, physical therapist at the Second Pediatric 
Polyclinic: 


The situation is really a sad one. And no one will dispute 
it. Yes, it is obvious that the procedure for admitting 
patients should be improved: One could not hope for 
anything better. But in my opinion the main thing is the 
need to restructure the psychology of some of our col- 
leagues. My father worked as chief physician at a rural 


mutter to their patients without even looking at them? 
V. Mechalov, Chief Physician of the City Polyclinic: 


Tare) 
ca 
lel 
Hit 
ereterect 


K. Sakhnov, Deputy Chief of the City Health Departmeat: 


the author is within our capacity. It is a basic truth that 
indifference and medicine are incompatible. But what is 
to be done with those who chose the wrong field. The 
lat i id iff + * a have id ifi | 


As can be seen, these opinions do not contradict the 
arguments of the letter’s author. We are still far from 
making radical changes and at the same time the critical 


Karaganda Oblast Hospital Deemed 
183004 19b Alma-Ata KAZAKHSTANSKAYA PRAVDA 
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[Article by F. Kuzovkov: “But Sickness Will Not Wait"] 
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But still I am not at all inclined to believe that it is only 
the hospital staff that is to blame for all of these faults. It 
more their misfortune than their blame. The fact of the 


pace to honor these words so precisely carved into the 
revive memories of the severe war years. 
itter it feels to look at the lonely building of 
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hammer, and the squealing of a saw. In one of the rooms 
I met a rather middle-aged man. We became acquainted. 
“Ivan Ivanovich Frazh,” he introduced himself as he was 
diligently attaching a facing slab to a wall. Later he told 
me that he works as carpenter and bricklayer in mine- 
construction collective No. 2, i.e., the same collective as 
some others that were commissioned to repair the hos- 
pital. 


“And what are you doing working here all alone,” I 
asked. 


“That's the way it worked out today. We ran out of 


But do we have to wait for a holiday to accomplish that 
goal? Surely, the problem at hand would have long since 
resolved if only it had been handled more efficiently by 
our oblast and city authorities and managerial supervi- 
sors of the organizations that were astigned the hoepital 
repair job. This was all the more possible because our 
ay has at is disposal a powerful construction base, 
personnel, and the experience of efficient construction 
projects. 


Karaganda residents, for example, will well remember 
how within an exceptionally short period of time the 
multistory Chayka hotel of exceptional architectural 
design was built literally before our eyes in the city’s 
most picturesque site (in the area of the Park of Culture 
and Rest imeni 20th Anniversary of the Komsomol). 
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The hotel was later to be the site of CEMA commission 
session on problems concerned with the development of 
the coal industry. Construction of that building, as they 
say, proceeded at full swing day and night. When bliz- 


“But that was a special project!” you will say. Yes, it was 
an important and necessary project. But is it possible 
that an oblast clinical hospital is a socially less important 
Project? 

And there are many other instances that have been 
reported at city and rayon party conferences which 
iedlestn thin Gc cinastdl Gabe of Gao taut cautor in cur 
oblast is not very satisfactory. 


hotels have been primarily intended to accommodate 
vip’s. 
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True, on the basis of a directive No. 64 issued by the 
oblispolkom on February 4, 1987, Chief of the Obiast 
Municipal Services Department V. Cherkashin issued 
order No. 340 on that day “On the Transfer of the 


was issued by the oblast housing services committee “On 
the Transfer of the Cosmonaut Hotel to an Independent 
Accounting Basis.” The formulation of that order is 
curious: 


As a result of measures undertaken during the period 
1985-1986 the hotel association of Karaganda achieved 
positive economic and financial results and as of January 
1, 1987 the association became a profitable 


emergency medical aid. After all, you can't say to an 
illness: “Wait a minute.” 


to Discredit ‘Fronts’ Continses 
18300344 Alma-Ata KAZAKHSTANSKAYA PRAVDA 
in Russian 6 Jan 89 p 3 


[Article by L. Vaydman: “Front Without a Rear”) 


[Text] It soon became clear that he had thought up the 
last name and job himself: there was no such person 
either in the engineering corps, or at the Alma-Ata Heavy 
Machine Building Plant in general. By the way, | was 
sure of this immediately, but it was necessary to make 
sure. After all, similar “ghost writing” has occurred 














will slash the tires 
courtyards, smash the windshields and headlights, and 
write on the body with nails. 


is why it is understandable, by force of such circum- 
stances, that the organization makes its members strictly 
observe rules of security. 


“However, engineer Basters... Any organization, if it has 
reason to be of illegal status, should scarcely make public 
ne nae hi 


“Really, this is no longer necessary. Are you so stupid, 
that you do not understand the point at all?” 


tion and the demand for every possible automobile part 
started noticeably exceeding supply. This was also inten- 
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purposes, naively assuming that their treasure will 
not be subjected to plundering here. However, Gosav- 
toinspektskiya has other information: they rob nonethe- 
less. And the further, the more energetically. 


However, a thief is always a thief. 
Now, he plans to become a “people's avenger,” a “pro- 
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deal of useful work and made a real contribution toward 


noticeably 
reported in many KAZAKHSTANSKAYA PRAVDA 
articles, and it is hardly worth repeating them. 


Even before this absurd telephone call to the editors 
from the alleged engineer Basters, and much later, 
KAZAKHSTANSKAYA PRAVDA has received many 
letters expressing serious, sometimes sharp and “uncom- 
fortable” thoughts about why all sorts of movements, 
associations, groups, and initiatives have appeared, 
known by the single, very awkward term “informal,” 
which—willingly or unwiilingly—puts the initiative of 
the Karaganda physicians and Paviodar ecologists at the 
same level as the highly questionable ideology of various 
“fronts,” the banner colors of which it are sometimes 
hard to make out, even for those who hoisted them. 
Some run to open chauvinism, perceiving in every case 
the destructive activity of various kinds of freemasons, 
aimed against the Russian people; others—-to national- 
ism, proclaiming a thesis of urgent self «solation from 
other cultures and languages, right up to establishing 
state borders between republics and creating, in essence 
and in form, ethnic priorities even in everyday life; a 
third group has declared a “vote of mistrust in the 
Bolsheviks” and, consequently, is for revising decisively 

ing that has occurred in the country since Octo- 
ber 1917; a fourth... 


In the meaningless crowd of “fronts” being formed again 
and again, most often having neither doctrines, nor 
strategies, nor tactics (to use a military lexicon), eventu- 
ally a formation like the “people’s avengers,” with its 
openly thievish nature, could not have helped but 
appear. 


And who would exclude there not being some kind of 
fifth, sixth, or seventh group tomorrow? Political adven- 
turists, as well as outright scoundrels, speculating in the 
slogans of democratization, and the activation 
of civil self-awareness, have reached for the pole bearing 
the flag of restructuring. 


This situation evokes alarm and an active non-accep- 
tance of adventurism on the people's part, and their fear 
that the ambitions of certain “front commanders-in- 
chief” are discrediting the idea itself of the social cre- 
ativity of the masses and distracting people from solving 
really topical, vitally important 1 /oblems. 


“After reading A. Samoylenko’s article in your newspa- 
per about the popular front ("By ‘Declaration’ and By 
Essence,“ 17 November 1988.—Editors),” U. Abdra- 


manov, senior scientific associate, Museum of Medicine, 
writes to KAZAKHSTANSKAYA PRAVDA, “I am 
deeply troubled by the actions of its functionaries, and I 
consider opposition to the CPSU—and things are com- 
ing to this—to be intolerable. I have three children and | 
am concerned about their healthy future, about the 


simple. Furthermore, individuals well-known by every- 
one, genuine supporters of restructuring, competent, 
with a high political and professional culture, should join 
this front, not casual people, the more so extremists. 
They will be able to sweep aside private and group 
interests and personal ambitions. It should be joined by 
representatives of all nationalities living in Kazakhstan. 
It is not important, if it starts calling itself some kind of 
movement or another. It is important that it act in close 
contact with party and soviet agencies, in the name of 
common interests. It is incomprehensibie, why they have 
not held such a universal forum to this day. Then, there 
would have been none of this confusion which the 
newspaper writes about.” 


A significant comment. 


Restructuring has brought to life the active social cre- 
ativity of a whole people, who have seen an opportunity 
to make their own contribution to renovating society in 
the political situation created by restructuring. Not just 
to economics, but, in far from last priority, to its mores, 
morality, and to everything that defines the essence of 
way of life. Millions of working people have switched 
over to its side, and today restructuring is no longer a 
“revolution from above,” as it was in the first months 
after April 1985, but the work of the people themselves, 
who require coordination, order and management. How- 
ever, people often try to pour new wine into old wine- 
skins—not always out of an understanding of the pro- 
cesses being created in society, but out of an inability to 
evaluate the social nature of things and phenomena. It 
has always been easier to forbid, than to understand and 














viewpoint: the ministers and their deputies have one 
viewpoint, and non-ministers and non-deputies have 
another Yet, it should be unified, reflecting public 
opinion. Since it is a question of principle, there should 
be complete clarity here. Really, would it have been 
more difficult to create for members of the government 
and, if necessary, for others, the same kind of orders 
bureau as, for example, those that were organized for war 
veterans and other deserving people? Openly, however, 
with a list of conditions, etc. Closed silence gives rise to 
both fantasies and conjectures, and creates fertile soil for 
insinuations and the dissemination of all manner of 
disinformation. 


SOCIAL ISSUES 
G. Pashkina, a resident of Guryev, for example, advises 
looking more carefully at who receives passes to the 


“democratic” ones, least of all; for them, any “negative” 
is only a means for kindling hysteria ax meetings. 


“I decisively speak out against the so-called ‘popular 
front.” This is the position of Alma-Ata resident N. 
Utepova. “How come its organizers have not asked me 
and people like me? It is we who are the people. We have 
born the burdens of war and the post-war restoration on 
our shoulders. It is not they, but we, who should judge 
which path to take. The party of communists reflects the 
working people's interests. Whose interests does the 
infamous “popular front“ intend to protect? | want to 
ask our higher executive authority: Have we nothing 
better to do, than trying to persuade those who hinder 


our work? There is a wealth of work: we must raise the 
economy to a world level. But here we have sticks 
oe pe the wheels. I am with those activists who, 


with all the people, care about restructuring. We must 
help and support hina, Ueno, 0 teal otek aan te 
said to those who already openly fight against us.” 


yen nama ng he power of the people, is genuine in its 
cuain ie oaaeete, On and they know what demagogy, 
“servility before the people,” 


What kind of rear, what kind of morality do “fronts,” in 


believe the bolsheviks”), they lack any interest in prac- 
tical work, and have only ringing phrases. And this is in 
the name of the people. 
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“When a person docs not know which haven he is 
heading for, not a single wind will be favorable for him.” 


The wise Seneca could not have been referring to the 
Fedoseyev, serviceman B. 


ing, and mutual trust no matter what cihnic group are 
represented. A person's everyday life,his cares and inter- 
i Op for all to see. And one 
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Has work to improve these relations been conducted in a 
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Bvt stagnation led to other injustices. Those who did not 
have their own states or ethnic territories or who found 
themselves outside the borders of their ethnic homelands 


and at a practical seminar on interethnic relations held 
in our city, we have succeeded in identifying a circle of 
probiems the solution to which should lead to greater 











As has already been mentioned, members of 55 ethnic 


well. Among the managers with party appointments in 
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segregate themselves, to migrate to 
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These problems are *crious, and they have not yet been 
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of veteran of labor R. Izbrekht, whom they not only 
forgot to thank for 27 years of work at that enterprise, 
but failed even to invite to the ceremony marking the 
retirement of pensioners? 


This is simple (i.c., not ethnically motivated) thought- 
lessness, but people draw their own conclusions from it. 
This is why when the gorkom bureau checks the qualifi- 
cations of leaders at every level, they attempt to ascertain 


During the last 2 years we have succeeded in improving 
ethnic diversity among the heads of cadres and also 
within the staffs of the gorkom, gorispolkom and nomi- 
nating committees. The reserve containsrepresentatives 
of a greater number of ethnic groups. This is not ouror- 
dinary campaign [for ethnic diversity], but special goal 
directed work. At the same time we are developing a 
multiethnic working class which is being replenished 
with representatives of the Kazakh, Uighur, and Korean 
ethnic groups. 


The most difficult of our tasks will be providing oppor- 
tunities for one or another ethnic community to meet its 
cultural needs, especially in the areas of education, 
communication, folk arts, and religious requirements. 
We are not experienced enough in such matters and have 
not yet hit upon the means to solve these problems. And 
this is not true of our city alone. We rest our hopes on aid 
from the Commission on Ethnic Groups and Interethnic 











a eee 
ae ee He 
i HMI aati hid tatty 

i: ; is 3 af sit i ; ij i: ia 33 
HR: HT il if a THE 

HL eR BL 
ut ie RR NCURUENIGE 
i al H ul ata in 
i 4 bits i tits By i 1 i: id HE 

| i a i Hi fii ie Hite 

IS cou eee MET LA A 
at i a ial HHT ‘kt HILBERT 








ie | 
: f 


iat 


TH 


ei 





weet UH it 
uti; ‘t jee iain 
AHH dl at i 
avin fit ile 
init set i a 
nti Hil HH # 





ii cu 


a 
Hn : i i isaaf 
a it 
hg je Ht APL Hf 
fi a BHU ili ih 


in Russian 3 Feb 89 p 3 
by I 
Children 


Hat 


bil 





i 


Ht Hh 


al 


LENSE RT Te 








JPRS-UPA-89-027 
8 May 1989 


In recent years there has been somewhat of a decline in the 
taik and applause honoring the “white gold”, as it has 
become known that there are negative aspects in the 
growing and harvest of this crop, which has 

displaced other ones grown for centuries by Tajik peasants. 


It is intolerable to replace other agriculture’ products by 
a monoculture. People are gradually noticing this 
replacement in the stores, bazaars and in their own 
pockets. However, if it it pondered soon enough, there 
will be time to correct these diclocations 


It will be miuch harder to correct the spiritua: disloca- 
tions which hav. appeared in recent decades due to the 
massive use of students and pupils in agricultural work. 
How oes one make up for gaps in young people's 
¢¢:scation if one-fifth of the time for study is spent in 
tic} work? For pupils in rural areas it is sometimes even 
sore. There has been no answer to this question. There- 
foe, a recent initiative in our republic—preventing the 
s=<\ing of students and purils out to do agricultural 
work, must be considered a very important state act to 
radically improve public education. 


However, the most serious harm, which will be difficult 
to correct, has been and is being caused to the health of 
the rural population (primarily children) by improper 
agricultural operations. The most vivid example of this 
was the prolonged use of highly toxic Butifos as a cotton 
defoliant. After 20 years of using this poison in cotton 
production, the year befor last its use was finally forbid- 
den in the USSR. However, this autumn, one could smell 
the sweet odor of the chemical, which some farmers 
secretely used for more effective defoliation. 


Today I want to explain how tobacco growing and 
harvesting affects the health of people, especially chil- 
dren. The press has already examined tobacco growers’ 
heavy and harmful working conditions, the use of preg- 
nant and nursing mothers and minor children as planta- 
tion labor. It was justly pointed out that not a single 
agency in Tajikistan has studied the influence of tobacco 
on women and children, therefore, nobody knows the 
precise picture. 


It is knov’n that harmful products from tobacco produc- 
tion cause pathological changes in certain functions of 
the fernale organism and retard physiological develop- 
ment. Such women bear low weight hypotrophic chil- 
dren and there is a much greater chance of miscarriage. 
Also, tobaco workers suffer more frequently from gen- 
eral toxicological and allergic symptoms on the skin, 
eyes, respiratory organs, digestive anu other important 
systems. 


We analyzed some figures from official medical statistics 
for 1987, comparing certain zones in Pendzhikentskiy 
Rayon, where almost the entire population works on 
tobacco plantations. For comparison, we use some 
hee'i.. indicators for children during their first year of 
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life in one area along the mighty Zeravshan River. They 
grew up in similar climate and social conditions. The 
only difference is that the parents of some are employed 
in growing tobacco, while those of others are not. 


In the oblast 6.3 percent of children ‘ess than one year 
old are hypotrophic, that is, they weigh 20 percent less 
than average. In Pendzhikentskiy Raycn this figure is 8.4 
percent, (cne-third higher). While in Chimkurgan and 
Amondara, tobacco growing villages, 6 and 8 percent of 
children are hypotrophic (it is even higher in other 
villages), in Kolkhozchiene it is only 0.9 percent, ‘ower 
than the average figure for the rayon by almost a factor of 
10! 


The average rate of ri-kets among children less than | 
year old in the oblast is 2.6 percent. In Pendzhikentskiy 
Rayon it is 4.2 percent.In tobacco growing Amondare it 
is even higher, while in “tobacco free” Kolkhozchiene 
—— 
or 1987). 


In our view these data quite convincingly show the 
significant difference between the incidence of disease in 
young children in those zones where tobacco is grown 
and those where it is not. 


We compared infant mortality indicators for these same 
villages in August and September 1987 (the tobacco 
harvest season). In Amondare it was higher than in 
Kolkhozchiene, by 80 percent in September and 88 
percent in August. In general, the annual infant mortality 
rate in 1987 in Kolkhozchiene was half that of Amond- 
are and in Chimkurgan, and lower than in Yeri by a 
factor of 2.4. 


Undoubtedly, it is necessary to more thoroughly study 
the relationshp between the growing of tobacco and the 
disease and mortality rate among children. However, 
these figures clearly show that in those cases where no 
tobacco is grown there are much fewer complications in 
maternity and infancy. 


In 1988 in Ayninskiy Rayon 5,4800 people were growing 
and processing tobacco by the family contract method, 
while in Pendzhikentskiy Rayon 8,978 people were. 
Family links always include not only adults, but also 
children, as it is impossible to get along without the 
latter’s help in a laborious operation such as tobacco 
growing. According to very rough calculations. about 80 
percent of the entire population in these 1ayons is, to 
sume extent, involved in growing tobacco, beginning 
with pupils and adults working on tobacco plantations 
and ending with breast fedinfants and their working 
mothers in the suffocating conditions of tobacco drying 
sheds. 
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Even though the law forbids children to work in a 
harmful sector of agriculture such as tobacco growing, a 


Two minor daughters of N. Nasridinov were harvesting 
tobacco in the field brigade No. 18 at the “Leningrad” 
Kolkhoz in Pendzhikentski rayon; R. Gaybnazarov, a 
kolkhoz farmer, brought his 10 year old son to work in 
the tobacco harvest. Dzhumagul and Busionaya Katta- 
boycvy, sisters at the secondary school No. 24 harvested 
tobacco together with their parents. They skipped classes 
that day, and do it often, even though they are not doing 
well at school. What can one say about the children of 
kolkhoz fermers, when, at brigade No. 4 in the Kolkhoz 
imeni 22nd Party Congress, the minor children of two 
teachers, D. Boymuradova and M. Alimkulova, were 
working in the harvest. 


On 29 September practically all the workers were women 
and children, including pregnant women and five nurs- 
ing mothers with infants, at the field camp of Brigade 
No. 6, Zeravshan Kolkhoz located next to the tobacco 
plantation and the leaf drying areas. In addition to 
babies being breast fed, there were at least 12 preschool 
children and as many pupils. Kolkhoz managers hypo- 
critically claim that here children simply “play after 
school”, however, in fact all these women and children 
live in the field camp around the clock for several weeks. 


At the same time, the seasonal ki at the 
Zeravshan Kolkhoz, designed for 49 children, only had 
15 that day, even though it is located not far from the 
field camp. With only small variations, a similar picture 
is observed in practically all farms in Pendzhikentskiy 
and Ayninskiy rayons. 


It must be noted, that in addition to the direct effects 
upon humans caused by components of tobacco (nico- 
tine, essentialoils, various tars, etc) there are also serious 
effects from BI-58 (phosphamide) an organophosphorus 
insectide used in tobacco growing. 


Here is an interesting detail. In the List of Agents in the 
Struggle against Plant Pests Authorized for Use in Agri- 
culture (published by Selkhozkhimiya Publishing House 
in 1987), this compound is classified as average toxicity, 
while in the Pesticide Handbook published 13 years later, 
it is among the highly toxic. In any case, present instruc- 
tions state that after processing tobacco with a 40 percent 
solution of BI-58, tobacco workers are not to go out in 
the fields within 4 days, and in some cases this should be 
extended to 30 days. However, neither rank and file 
kolkhoz workers nor farm managers know about this. 


There is a general slow and systematic poisoning of the 
population in tobacco growing rez ‘as both by the 
tobacco itself and by the toxic chemicals used to grow it. 
Also, water in canals and ditches is used to wash tobacco 
leaves, while downstream it is used for drinking. 


1988-1990. Many of its points are being implemented. 
The most important point, “the categorical forbidding of 
pregnant women and minor children to work in the 
tobacco harvest,” is not being observed everywher_. The 
main reason for this is that the population itself has a 
great material interest in growing as much tobacco as 
possible, as it is kolkhoz farmers’ main source of income. 
In this situation the advantages of family and brigade 
contradict the health of the growing generation. 


It will take more time before the managers of tobacco 
farms fully recognize the advantages of viticulture and 
truck farming over tobacco not only with regard to 
profitability, but to public health, something which is 
very much more important. 


As long as people have to grow tobacco it will be 
necessary to take strict measures to enforce the law on 
preventing minor child, pregnant and nursing mothers 
from doing this work. 


There is no need to place hopes only upon the procuracy 
and the sanitary and epidemiological service, which have 
the right to take strict measures to punish the guilty. 
Educational work, which should be conducted by every- 
one (from rank and file medical and school workers to 
managers at all levels), must create an atmosphere in 
which every kolkhoz farmer clear recognizes that a 
person’s main wealth is health. 


Self-Immolation Still Practiced by Women in 
Uzbekistan 

18300420 Tashkent PRAVDA VOSTOKA in Russian 
15 Feb 89 p 4 


[Article by R. Gaydarova and V. Karimov, PRAVDA 
VOSTOKA correspondents: “Living Torches”] 


{Text} “There she is, in this room... Come in.” 
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The doctor stood beside the only bed there: look, ask... 
But what kind of interview it was! In our experience, 
there has never been briefer or more bitter conversation 
than this one. Only 3 days ago, that which was hidden 
under bandages swollen with blood and ointment, was a 
healthy, living 22-year old woman. The fire spared only 
her eyes, from which tears ran out. 


How did this happen, Mukhaye?.. 


“I lived with my husband... for 4 years. We had no 
children. I underwent medical treatment. But he 
divorced me... 


That was it. Ten words—that was her whole life. How- 
ever, why whole?! What kind of deadlock of perpetuity 
must one drive a life into, so as not to see any light 
ahead. She splashed solvent on herself and lit a match. 
No one raised a hand—there was no one around: she and 
her husband lived alone. No one... But where were we, 


people... What are we, people?.. 


We closed the door to the room behind us with the 
feeling of people, who have heard a last confession... 


These 10 words of confession, which were unbearably 
painful the whole time we were on this trip, weighed the 
abundance of words which other people have spent in 
“analyzing the self-immolation problem.” 


Let us recall that about a year ago PRAVDA VOSTOKA 
reprinted an article from a Samarkand Oblast newspa- 
per, LENINSKIY PUT. The author of the article, ““Dra- 
matic Women of Fate,” is head of the burn center at 
Samarkand City Hospital No 1, Erkin Zakhidovich 
Gafarov, whose civic courage deserves great respect. At 
the time, he had to write down his bitter conclusions 
from his many years of experience at the burn center, 
where they brought women in hopeless condition. 
“There is nothing more terrible in our situation, when 
you see the dreadful suffering of young women and 
cannot help them...” The patient at the time was Muzaf- 
far Dzhabbarova, mother of three children, a worker at 
the “Bagizagan” Sovkhoz in Samarkandskiy Rayon. “! 
was simply tired of living...” she told a doctor. She did 
not ask them to save her. Fortunately, she survived and 
is alive today, working and raising children. 


The article sparked broad interest and an abundance of 
letters to the editor, including a letter from A.I. Kryuk- 
ova of Tashkent, who asked: “Find out what was done in 
Samarkand Oblast, so that this will not be repeated any 
more...” 


A year passed—enough time to rely on statistics and 
draw conclusions. But the question “What was done?” is 
still heard in the administrative offices of Samarkand 
and the oblast. 
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“At first everything was taken up with energy, ardently,” 
says E.Z. Gafarov. “Competent commissions went out 
and gathered every case. The members were rayon and 
obiast leaders, lawyers, and deputies. They even went to 
the enterprises. I remember how the women at the 
Factory imeni 8 March listened to us with such attention 
and understanding. But the campaign slowed down. The 
oblast House of Sanitation Education had conceived of a 
lecture series, and then it was forgotten. Society was not 
informed about what was done after each tragic case— 
selves. Mainly, I want to say that the absence of a system 
for preventing cases of self-immolation is depressing. 
The measures surrounding each emergency are reduced 
to verification. But the burn room, as you see, does not 
stay empty...” 


Yes, so to speak, firsthand information. Let us support 
these ideas with statistics. In Samarkand Oblast, 52 
women attempted self-immolation in 1988. Twenty-five 
died in the hospital. The rest remained cripples. Their 
lives scarcely became happier, regardless of this terrible 
form of protest. Protest, but against what? Who, for 
example, was assigned to study the causes of this 
deformed phenomenon in Samarkandskiy Rayon, with 
its chronic self-immolation statistics? 


“How are we to know,” Ya.T. Turdyyev, Samarkandskiy 
Rayon prosecutor, expressed his general opinion. “We 
are unable to answer what the overall cause is today. We 
sit here and think...” 


The prosecutor's fruitless thoughts can be facilitated 
somewhat: according to the same data, which, inciden- 
tally, are available to the prosecutor as well, in 17 cases 
the tragic outcome occurred due to family quarrels with 
the husband. 


“Kimmat Rizakulova, 51 years old, 11 children, unable 
to endure systematic beatings and insults from her 
husband, immolated herself with tractor fuel...” 
“Zukhro Siddikova, 38 years old, 8 children, having 
failed to withstand the constant mockery of her husband, 
drenched herself in tractor fuel and immolated herself..." 
“Saida Ismoilova, 29 years old, 4 children, drenched 
herself in kerosene after a typical quarrel with her 
husband. She died of burns in the hospital...” 


Perhaps these were all simply uneducated women? No, 
the overwhelming share, 29 people, had a secondary 
education. Twelve had an incomplete secondary educa- 
tion. Their age is in a staggering range: from 77 years 
old—to 14! 


These figures, even simply being named, cail for study— 
biased and rapid, inasmuch as this is possible. 


However, a year has gone by and the infamous cases of 
tragedy have not become an object of study either for the 
Samarkand Party Obkom Buro, or for the buros of most 
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rayon party committees. In the course of a year, true, this 
question was touched on by the Samarkand Party 
Raykom Buro. However, the aspiration to single cut 
social reasons in the reasons for self-immolation did not 
receive proper development and was not molded into a 
goal-oriented program, although some things were done. 
The rayispolkom: worked to bring to light unfortunate 
families. The problem was partly solved by allocating 
land plots for 1,500 families for the construction of 
housing and 400 apartments. A comprehensive plan was 
drafted for developing settlements. Standard schools are 
being built at fairly high rates. 
However, none of this has solved the acute social prob- 
lems in the rayon. One indicator of the trouble: only 29 
pe: cent provisicn with children’s preschool institutions. 
The employment of women is low. One-half of mothers 
with more than one child suffer from anemia. Add to this 
the fact that the problems of providing the kishlaks with 
plumbing, gas, construction of improved roads, etc. are 
still far from being solved. 


So, we must structure ideological work with virtuosity 
and intelligence against this highly unfavorable social 
background! But, alas, even now a course, a method in 
ideological practice, has not been found which would be 
able to penetrate the high wall into the closed world of 
the outmoded, semi-feudal laws of many families. 
Unfortunately, the evenings and meetings, successfully 
held on the initiative of recently formed women’s coun- 
cils, the propaganda brigade speeches, etc., have not 
become a panacea fo; self-immolation. “Individual work 
is probably necessary all the same...,” the rayon fathers 
think unhurriedly. Although there is positive experience 
scattered throughout the kishlak soviets and settlements 
(for example, in a section of the Gulbag “Komsomol” 
Kolkhoz, where there has not been a single case of 
self-immolation thanks to the fact that rural doctors, 
teachers, Makhalin committees, and deputies have taken 
each family into account and are doing a great deal of 
preventative work), all these fragments have not become 
a program for work. 


Tragedies have also been handied irresponsibly in 
Ishtykhanskiy Rayon. Precisely this rayon drew atten- 
tion to itself because of the jump in the number of 
self-immolations in 1988—11 cases, when there had not 
been a single one the year before. How can this alarming 
explosion in Ishtykhan be explained? The party raykom 
held a roundtable meeting, and virtually everyone who 
attended expressed himself: A.I. Istamov, party raykom 
first secretary, B. Mamarasulov, ideological department 
chief, A.R. Sanayev, rayispolkom chairman, A.U. 
Uralov, rayon prosecutor, and others. Yet, they still did 
not come to constructive conclusions. The statements 
made, “It seems, we are sluggish,” “The deputies are 
probably still working poorly,” “Possibly, individual 
work is necessary...,” etc., bore the same stamp: “Pre- 
sumably, desirably”... Where is the analysis of the emer- 
gency situation which has taken shape? Where are the 
alleged outlines for a program to prevent such tragic 
events? 
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REFERENCE: Of 11! similar cases in Ishtykhanskiy 
Rayon, eight have been closed. Of 52 cases in the oblast, 
the institution of criminal proceedings was refused in 37. 


We addressed a question raised by our readers to B.S. 
Urdashev, chief, Samarkand Party Obkom Ideological 
Department. 


“I have been heading the department for slightly over a 
month,” answered Bakhtiyer Sultanovich. “I think that 
these problems should be solved at the profound analysis 
levei: sociological studies and surveys of social opinion. 
There will be extensive diagnostics. We intend to include 
the self-immolation problem in the department's plans 
as a priority... 


That day, 25 January, at 5:00 A.M. 22-year old Mukhaye 
Turdyyeva died in the burn center room... 


Readers Criticize Census-Taking Methods 
18000879 Minsk SOVETSKAYA BELORUSSIYA 
in Russian 12 Mar 89 p 2 


[“The Census Was Taken...” 
the Mail”) 


; under the rubric: “From 


[Text] I want to share my impressions of the census that 
has just been taken. This pertains to the portion of the 
census that dealt with designation of one’s native lan- 


guage. 

My fiancee came over. I asked her “What did you put 
down as your native language?” In response, she told me 
how the census “was taken”: 

{Census Taker] “Did you finish Russian school?” 

[My fiancee] “Russian”. 


[Census Taker] “So, we'll put down Russian as your 


native language...” 


It seems that if a Belorussian, Armenian or a Tatar finish 
school where the course of instruction is given in Rus- 
sian, then their native language ts not at all that which is 


spoken by the people. 
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It would be interesting to know who gave these instruc- 
tions and with what purpose? Not cnly will the results of 
such a census distort reality, but people will be provoked 


will,” and others took «!l the information from ZhES 
[probably ZhEK, ay operation offices, was 

house registers. We hope that the 
BSSR Goskomstat will give an explanation for these 
occurrences. 


Products Cause Illness in 
Dairy Large-Scale 


18110085 Kiev RADYANSKA UKRAYINA in Ukrainian 
19 Mar 89 p 3 


[Article by L. Aleksyeyeva: “The Cause is Irresponsibility”) 


[Text] Voroshilovgrad, 18 March (RADYANSKA 
UKRAYINA correspondent). Large-scale poisoning 
resulting from the consumption of dairy products 
occurred in the oblast center and in the neighboring town 
of Lutugino. The cause of the poisoning is attributed to 
poor quality items produced by Voroshilovgrad Dairy 
Factory No. | and especially the sour cream packaged in 
polyethylene containers. 


According to information provided by A.V. Kasyanov, 
chief of the oblispolkom, 227 people including 93 chil- 
dren were stricken in V and in Lutugino 
27 people were taken ill. All those suffering from dysen- 
tery have been hospitalized. Specialists from the 
Voroshilovgrad medical institute and the republic's Min- 
istry of Health are treating the victims. 


7 Mar 89 p 3 
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18000690 Ti SOVETSKAYA ESTONIYA in 


Russian 1 Mar 89 pp 1, 3 
{ETA report: “Who Does Not Like Independence Day”] 


[Text] Admitting one’s mistakes and restoring historical 
justice is always a painful process, and it comes hard: for 
one thing, because of the necessity of smashing one’s 
established views and convictions; for another, because 
of the lack of knowledge; third, out of a reluctance to 
look truth in the eye; and fourth, simply because it is not 
advantageous to them. And that is why the celebration of 
Estonian Independence Day on 24 February, which has 
taken the form of a great and very important event in the 
life of the republic, was not greeted with understanding 
by everyone, and not everyone found it to their taste. 
And what is characteristic, among those for whom this 
holintermovementay was not so pleasing, some people 
and organizations had nothing in common with one 
another, for example, Intermovement [Interdvizhenie] 
and the National Independence Party. Such reaction 
once again confirms that extremes always close ranks in 
their demonstrations against common sense and against 
the interests of those whom they profess to defend. 


Let us ask ourselves, to whose advantage were the 
provocative appeals at the Intermovement meeting, and 
the openly hostile slogans on Ratushnaya Square; and 
finally, the overt provocation at the Elektrotekhnika 
Scientific Production Association? Behind every one of 
them stand the forces striving to hinder that turn for the 
better which has been noted in the life of the republic 
since the | Ith Estonian CP Central Committee Plenum, 
which already has put down a difficult road for itself. 
“Divintermovemente and Rule!” This obsolete slogan 
was taken up by those who are trying to hold out in the 
political arena with old baggage. 


The Intermovement Mecting 


An Intermovement meeting was held in Tallinn on 23 
February, which is officially dedicated to Soviet Army- 
Navy Day. 


The intermovement activists who spoke at the meeting, 
which included war veterans, expressed their concern 
about the changes taking place in the republic. Specifi- 
cally, the opinion was stated that the lowering of the state 
flag at Dlinnyy German and replacing it with the 
national tricolor is an insult to the memory of those who 
gave their lives for the establishment of Soviet rule in 
Estonia; and that this is yet another proof of the political 
course taken in the republic, of discrimination against 
the non-indigenous populace. Certain clauses in the Law 
on Language were held up to criticism as well: in the 
opinion of the speakers they trample on the rights of the 
Russian-speaking populace of Estonia. 
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Certain speeches were blatantly extremist in character, 
and were full of such expressions as “creeping counter- 
revolution,” and “attempted coup d'etat by peaceful 
means.” Appeals for strikes rang out, and lack of faith in 
the leading organs of the republic was expressed. 


(Similar statements by Intermovement activists were 
also heard at the recent meeting of the Council represen- 
tatives from OSTK [United Council of Labor Collec- 
tives], which today is comprised of collectives from 140 
enterprises. However, their calls for holding political 
actions on 22 and 24 February were not supported by the 
republic United Council of Labor Collectives, and were 
regarded as provocative and incompetent.) 


The participants in the meeting, and there were fewer 
than a thousand, adopted a resolution by majority vote, 
expressing support of only that part of the Appeal of the 
Estonian CP Central Committee, PresIntermovemen- 
tium of the ESSR Supreme Soviet and ESSR Council of 
Ministers on the Occasion of Estonian Independence 
Day, in which it speaks of the necessity to consolInter- 
movementate political forces in the republic, and 
expressed disagreement with its other clauses. 


Strike Committee Established 


A meeting was held 24 February at the Elektrotekhnika 
Scientific-Production Association in Tallinn to protest 
the lowering of the state flag and raising the Estonian 
national flag on Dlinnyy German. 


That morning, workers from the assembly shop had hung 
the USSR state flag over the shop building, and I. 
Borodin, party committee secretary of the association, 
came to chat with the collective. A rumor was circulating 
that a party leader had allegedly tried to take down the 
flag on instructions from the Estonian CP Cencral Com- 
mittee, which raised the tensions among the workers 
even higher, and the meeting spilled out of the shop into 
plant territory. Over a thousand people took part in it. Of 
course there was no phone call from the central commit- 
tee and could not have been; but someone needed to stir 
up the situation to the limit. 


The speakers spoke of the inappropriateness of removing 
the ESSR state flag and replacing it with the national 
flag—saying that this undermines the prestige of the 
Estonian working class and allegedly leads to encroach- 
ments on the rights and interests of the Russian-speaking 
populace in the republic. 


The worst hotheads called upon the crowd to start a 
strike right away; and immediately after the meeting, to 
take the state flag wich them into the streets of the city 
and hold a protest demonstration there. 


However this dIntermovement not take place. Represen- 
tatives of the United Council of Labor Collectives were 
invited to the meeting. S. Puchkov, party committee 
secretary of the RET Production Association in Tallinn 





On 28 February an ETA correspondent made telephone 
contact with I. Borodin. He reported that a seven- 
member strike committee staff had been formed, and 
that a draft resolution had been prepared which contains 
a summons to set up a republic-wIntermovemente meet- 
ing of labor collectives in March. 


In the Estonia Concert Hall 


The solemn ceremony in the Estonia concert hall, dedi- 
cated to the 71st Anniversary of the Estonian Republic 
and organized by the Estonian Society for the Preserva- 
tion of Antiquities, commenced with bringing in the 
national flag and singing together the hymn, “My Moth- 
erland—My Happiness and Joy,” by Friedrikh Paisius. 


After the opening ceremony, Trivimi Velliste, chairman 
of the Estonian Society for Preservation of Antiquities 
took the rostrum. 


He expressed his doubts about the expedience of raising 
the national flag on the tower of Diinnyy German. This 
supposedly confuses the people with respect to achieving 
their aspirations for freedom and creates a false impres- 
sion of independence. 


The way to achieving Estonian independence, it was 
asserted, is opened in the declaration of the society, 
which among other things states that the proclamation of 
the Estonian Republic is an event of unprecedented 
significance to the history of Estonia, and that its Inter- 
movementeological and legal continuity shall not be 
interrupted. 


Proceeding from the aforementioned, the Estonian Soci- 
ety for Preservation of Antiquities sent an appeal to the 
government of the Soviet Union, the Federal Republic of 
Germany and the German Democratic Republic, with a 
proposal to declare the non-aggression pact concluded in 
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Moscow on 23 August 1939 between the Soviet Union 


null and volntermovement—and to publicly condemn it. 


The society appealed te the government of the USSR 
with a proposal to Bhonor and put into effect the peace 
treaty concluded between the Estonian Republic and the 
RSFSR on 2 February 1920 in Tartu. 


T. Velliste proposed attributing to Estonia the very same 
status as Hungary, with membership in the Warsaw Pact 
and CEMA. 


the present state leadership, bui only with the activity of 
the MRP-AEG and the PNNE. At the very same time 
Kelam asserted that they do not go along with the 
Communist Party. The criticism of the Communist 
Party was flavored with terms of the time of 

regime, and was not in consonance with the hollnter- 


“But of course.” 
to a performance of the ESSR State Symphonic Orches- 
tra. 


On Ratushnays Square 


Last Frintermovementay, 24 February, a meeting was 
held on Ratushnaya Square. While giving our demo- 
cratic movement its due in the process of demucratiza- 
tion, one simply cannct understand those who even at 
such a time, which the Estonian people have been 
awaiting for decades, again and again would seek out a 
breach in the monolithic wall, and having found a crack, 
would virtually take up a cudgel and pound in a wedge, 
in order to wintermovementen it. That's all you can call 
the direct or indirect statements against the national flag, 
which was once again unfurled on the tower of Diinnyy 
German, and which has become the common flag for 
representatives of the Estonian National Independence 
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Party, the Estonian Society for Preservation of Antiqui- 
ties, and certain other groupings which had accused the 
board of the People’s Front of perflntermovementy and 
dishonorable behavior. 


Of course, sensible statements were heard as weil. For 
example, there was unanimous assent that, having given 
honor to the flag and the hymn of Estonia, the citizens of 
the Estonian Republic should also behave honorably. 
And IME can become a reality, if we ourselves accom- 
plish it. The time will come when it will be better for al! 
Estonians at home than in a foreign land, and Estonians 
will find their place among ail the other nations on our 
common planet Earth. It was noted that it is necessary to 
continue to speak out against needless migration, extrac- 
tion of rock phosphates, and other activities by union- 
level departments, which are colonial activities in the 
truest sense of the word. But then what, for example, 
should one’s attitude be toward the appeal to boycott 
conscription in the army? Or to a placard depicting the 
abbreviation “ESSR” crossed out with a red line? 


The appeal by the Estonian Christian Union to the 
citizens of Estonia was stated in warm and sincere 
words: “We believe that the time is coming when we will 
no longer be belittled on the land of our forefathers, for 
the fact that we love this land.” I would like to add that 
we must learn to truly love this land. And recognizing 
reality, we must teach those for whom this land has with 
the years or by force of circumstances become their 
paternal home, to cherish and defend it. For it is namely 
our home and not a hostel or a temporary shelter. 
Unfortunately, there was no mention of this at the 
meeting. 


~ way te People’s Front Leader Savisaar Denies 
18000704 Tallinn SOVETSKAYA ESTONIYA in 
Russian 3 Mar 89 p 3 


{Article by Edgar Savisaar: “A Few Remarks in Connec- 
tion with A. Shibin’s Articles, Published in 
SOVETSKAYA ESTONIYA on 14 January and 2 Feb- 
ruary 1989"} 


[Text] Owing to lack of time I cannot make a careful 
analysis of the ideological side of Shibin’s articles; I will 
limit myself ou..y to certain rebuttals of his point of view. 
I reserve to myself the right to respond in greater detail 
in the future, with the kind permission of the editors. 


Thus, Shibin’s point (14 January) that the MASS 
INFORMATION MEDIA are under the influence of the 
NFE [Estonian People's Front}: As proof the author cites 
by name the journalists elected to the leading organs of 
NFE. Next (2 February) he writes that Savisaar is trying 
to prove that the press is hostile to NFE. But facts are 
what is needed, and not unsubstantiated statements. 
“Unfortunately, that has not been done (that is, the facts 
have not been presented—E.S.), moreover, it is hard to 
demonstrate the indemonstrablie.” 


SOVETSKAYA ESTONIA deigns to-do, with respect 10 


offices of SOVETSKAYA ESTONIYA, and so on. For 
January of this year, this list merely grows longer. 


Those who reproach us for the fact that the press is 
allegedly under the influence of the popular movement 
are only trying to ensure that the NFE is never offered an 
opportunity to appear in the mass information media. 


The point about the ELECTIONS: (14 January). The 
author refers to my speech at the meeting of Authorized 
SN eee ee ee 
on 7 January, during discussion of the participation of 
NFE in preparations for electing People’s Deputies of 
the USSR, which allegedly included an appeal to nomi- 
nate “our own people” to the district electoral commis- 
sions. 


In the television show, “Let's Think It Over,” Savisaar 
allegedly lied, when he said that inasmuch as NFE is not 
a registered movement, it cannot nominate its own 
candidates for election. Then Shibin cites the names 
Lauristin, Kallas, Vooglayd, Palm and Gryazin and 
draws the conclusion that since NFE is not registered, no 
one can prevent it from nominating its own candidates. 


REBUTTAL: Shibin's description of the session of the 
Council of Authorized Agents is seriously at odds with 
the truth. The magnetic tape recording of the session has 
been preserved, and anyone can verify it. And by the 
way, in my own talk there were no appeals to send “our 
own people” to the district electoral commissions. The 
remarks concerning the district electoral commissions in 
my report were as follows: “And now the following 
requesi: that you (NFE support groups in our own labor 
collectives and regional councils of authorized agents— 
ES) help nominate candidates from the labor collectives 
to the district electoral commissions; that you work out 











ing principally new, byt he does distort what was said 
at the session of the Council of Authorized Agents, in a 
light favorable to himself. 


H 


I affirm as before that NFE has not nominated a single 
candidate to the USSR Council of People’s Deputies. 
Not one of the aforementioned persons was nominated 
by NFE; they were nominated by the working collectives. 
Lauristin, Kallas, Vooglayd, Palm and Gryazin would 
have been nominated even if NFE did not exist at all. 


No doubt NFE will make its own decision on the support 
of those candidates which in our opinion will best be able 
to represent the progressive aspirations of Estonian 
society in the national parliament. Thus far we have not 
done this, although Shibin ascribed such an action to 
NFE in his article in January. 


The point ON SECRECY: (2 February). “I do not know 
of a single meeting of the Council of Authorized Agents 
which has not taken place completely or partially behind 
closed doors.” Decisions are taken in secret. 


REBUTTAL: All meetings of the NFE Council of Autho- 
rized Agents are held in public, and guests have an 
opportunity to take part in them. Only at two meetings 
were certain points on the agenda secret. This is a 
widespread practice among other political forces, nor is 
it forbidden by the NFE Charter. Decisions are not taken 
in secret, and all fundamental questions are discussed 
publicly. Perhaps too publicly at that, if one considers 
how often they attempt to take advantage of our natural 
internal discussions themselves to our detriment. 


The point ON THE POLITICAL ATMOSPHERE OF 
16 NOVEMBER AND THE JUST BEFORE: (2 Febru- 
ary). “We will not beat around the bush, but will bluntly 
state—the people were invited not to a discussion of 
draft legislation, but to a political adventure. And sooner 
or later we must find the courage to admit such things.” 


REBUTTAL The opinion of NFE is completely different 
from the one stated, and has pointed this out more than 
once. With 900,000 signatures the people expressed their 
will, and the people's deputies carried it out. And it is not 
only NFE that believes this. At the December 1988 
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Estonian CP Central Committee Plenum, Vayno Vyal- 
yas declared that the 16 November activity of the 
people's deputies expressed the will of the people. At the 
December session of the ESSR Supreme Soviet, People’s 
Deputy V. Chetvergov affirmed that the decision taken 
at the 16 November session was 


court case against the TASS correspondents, who made 
use of materials intended for official use only. Shibin, for 
a comparison in his own article, utilizes materials on 
discussion of a secret point on the Council of Authorized 
Agents session agenda. 


REBUTTAL: These materials are not compatible. As 
Shibin writes, the basis for his synopsis was the word of 
one of the participants in the council session, whom he 
trusts as himself. In spite of this, he supposedly does not 
pretend to citing the contents of my speech word- 
for-word, but assumes that its sense is not distorted. 


As far as the court investigation of the TASS correspon- 
dents is concerned, it is not a matter of a conversation 
held in confidence with a secret friend, but one of official 
documents belonging to NFE, the authenticity of which 
is acknowledge by the Estonian Press Agency, and which 
iacriminate NFE and its leaders for inflaming inter- 
ethnic tensions and conducting antidemocratic cam- 
paigns. In these documents the activity of NFE is arbi- 
trarily associated with accidents which took place at 
enterprises, damage to equipment, and hooligan esca- 


The point on RELATIONS WITH THE PARTY: (i4 
January) Shibin asks a rhetorical question, whether or 
not Savisaar is far from those ID leaders whom he 
himself accuses of attacks on the Estonian CP. 


REBUTTAL: Very far, since ID is accusing the party 
organs of following the line of the | ith Estonian CP 
Central Committee Plenum, and the NFE of the depar- 
tures from this line which have taken place. I would like 
to call to Shibin’s attention the distortions in the trans- 
lation of my statements. In those places in which I am 
speaking about party organs, in your article they are 
often translated as the party or the Communist Party, 
which are not at all the same and attribute a somewhat 
different shading to my meaning. 


The point ON THE STRUCTURE OF POLITICAL 
FORCES: (14 January). Shibin writes that the Commu- 
nist Party has no place in the structure of political forces 
outlined in Savisaar’s report, “as if it did not exist or, as 
if its influence on political life in the republic is so 
insignificant, that it is not even worth mentioning.” 
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Shibin comes to the defense of Gustav Naan, Lembit 


The point about RELATIONS WITH THE KARA- 


Committee,” writes Shibin (2 February). According to 


VUZ instructors, etc. (although, according to Shibin, the 
intelligentsia has spurned the Karabakh Committee). | 
suggest that this arrest was a grave mistake, which our 
leaders will realize sooner or later. I see no reason why | 
should not put in a word in their defense. 


The point on THE SELECTIVE PUBLICATION OF 
THE RESOLUTIONS OF THE NFE CONGRESS: (2 
February). The congress’ resolution on Nagornyy Kara- 
bakh was not published at all, whereas the texts of other 
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resolutions of the NFE Congress were published in the 


REBUTTAL: The newspapers not only did not publish 
the resolution, “On Events in Nagornyy Karabakh and 
the Armenian SSR,” but also the resolutions, “Appeal to 
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Tarakanov, from employees at the Amino Acid Technol- 
ogy Scientific Research institute of the Armenian SSR? 
The letter states, that “If Savisaar could make a mistake 
in estimating the number of participants at the meeting, 
inflating or deflating it, then it is perplexing that Shibin, 
in casting doubt upon the accuracy of the discription of 
the meeting held in Yerevan, makes use of a dubious 
quotation of his own Armenian friends, and does this 
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twice in his own article. Incidentally, we can confirm, 
and not ai all anonymously, the correctness of Savisaar's 


People’s Deputies of the USSR even in places at which 
pre-ciection meetings had not in fact taken place (2 
February). Shibin says that this is an example of dema- 
gogy, since no one was named specifically and everything 


greater openness. Name that name! 


of NFE (2 February), and is afraid he will be thrown out 
of there because of his article. Comrade Shibin is not 


subsequen 
SOVETSKAYA ESTONIYA will kindly offer him 


space), he will not be able to triumphantly report that 
once again his opponents agreed with him in silence. 


There remain only a few loose ends with Comrade 
Tarakanov, editor of SOVETSKAYA ESTONIYA. First 
of all, the editor of SOVETSKAYA ESTONIYA must 
know that in discussion with Shibin we were hardly on 
an equal footing. The editors allowed him the opportu- 
nity to first acquaint himself with the interview with 


Maryu Lauristin and comment on it in the same issue of 
the newspaper in which it was published. We were not 
given the same opportunity with respect to Shibin's 


Esteemed E. Savisaar, 


name of the NFE board and not you, “Because otherwise 
this would seem like an attempt for his (that is, your) 
justification, and we will not accept discussion at that 


editors would be obliged to respond—which would lead 
to an unnecessary spiral of escalation. 








Aramyan i 
and what was the attitude of the Board of NFE to the 
picket at the House of Political Education on 30 Novem- 
ber 1988; and a number of others. 


fully read his reply—agreed that this was not the best 
thing, from his position), and instead, you continue to 
assert that on the part of NFE, such behavior as the 
removal of documents by the TASS correspondent 
(whatever their contents), was “incompatible” in com- 
parison with the behavior of A. Shibin. 


One could continue this critical discussion of your letter 
on other points raised in it, but the editors believe that 
the aforementioned has already convinced you of the 
inexpedience of its publication, since it would bring 
forth another flood of criticism of NFE on behalf of the 
readers. 


And, finally, on your remarks addressed to the newspa- 
per. First of all, Shibin should be acquitted of one 
undeserved accusation. A check has established that that 
the letter from the employees of the Amino Acid Tech- 
nology Scientific Research Institute of the Armenian 
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And on letters in general. Their numbers are growing 


I hope that you will not look upon this answer as an 
attempt to avoid dialogue. However, if you insist on 
publication of your letter, it will be published. 


Taking advantage of the opportunity, I sincerely ask that 
you find the time for an interview with SOVETSKAYA 
ESTONIYA on problems of practical introduction of 
republic khozraschet, which is of great interest to our 
readers. 


Respectfully, 
S. Tarakanov 


Ethnographer Recommends Improvements for Life 
of Northern Peoples 
18300400 Moscow PRAVDA in Russian 3 Mar 89 p 3 


[Article by Ch. Taksami, chief of the Ethnography of 
Siberian Peoples Sector, USSR Academy of Sciences 
Ethnography Institute, and doctor of historical sciences: 
“People At the Edge of the Earth”) 


[Text] Extensive experience in assimilating the regions of 
the taiga and tundra has been accumulated in our country. 
Hewever, many acute problems have also arisen, which 








Fellewing the Tracks of the Young Reindeer 


The time is past when the reindeer raising peoples led a 
nomadic lifestyle. Today a large part of the population of 
the North lives in sovkhoz and kolkhoz set:iements. Yet, 


storehouses of food products here, but also improved 
housing, small industrial facilities for the manufacture 
and repair of means of transport, labor tools for process- 
ing skins, sewing fur goods, etc. Obviously, the economy 
must be placed on a current basis. It must be supplied 
with means of small-scale mechanization, electrical 


such a line is evident. The time has come to legislatively 
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in a wasteful manner. Here too we need intensification, 


Northerners knew how to take the optimal amount of 
resources from nature so a3 not to deplete the environ- 
ment. They knew how to utilize raw materials in a thrifty 
manner. Why is it that now we may often see how meat 
and hides are wasted with unthinking carelessness during 
slaughter of the reindeer, how by-products which were 
before fully utilized are now thrown away”? Why has the 
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highly trained specialists who have tied their fate forever § and never will have another. 
with this marvelous land. Very much is being done in our 





children of Northerners in boarding schools appears to 
have greatly lagged than good, separating the children from their parents, 
disrupting the inter-generation ties, and rarsing a gener- 
ation of young people to whom the occupations of their 


country to see that the small peoples participate with The existing system of education and upbringing of 
ular concern is being shown toward them, especially be a clear anachronism. Undoubtedly, 1t does more harm 


equal rights in political end ceci : life. Partic- 
since quite recently the 
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sumerism. At the same time, we must develop the 
network cf schoots where instruction is conducted in the 
national language and professional orientation is aimed 
at traditional occupations. We might add that in the 
North these may be, as a rule, large. 


I am deeply convinced that the time has come to renew 
the process of national construction in the North, which 
was so rudely interrupted in the 30's. We must restore 
the national rayons and rural soviets, and give a true 
character to national-territorial autonomy. We must 
create a State Committee on the Affairs of Development 
of Northern Peoples, with involvement of leading scien- 
tists specializing in Northern stuaies, and with provision 
of wide powers regarding the fate of the Northerners. 
[This committee] must continue under new conditions 
the work of the Committee on the North under the 
VTsIK [All-Russian Central Executive Committee} Pre- 
sidium, which was unjustifiably liquidated in the sadly 
infamous 30's, and it must have complete authority in 
the development of the northern peoples. The present- 
day scieniific institutions engaged in studying the North 
are incapable of really influencing the processes which 
are taking place here. And these processes are quite 
tragic: Some groups are close to cultural, economic- 
domestic and demographic degradation. 


Our North is unique. Unique too is its ancient and 
modern culture. The study of its life must also become 
unique in its depth and overall! attainment. I am con- 
vinced that the time is right for creating an all- union 
scientific center for the integrated study of the culture of 
northern peoples. Such an institution would play an 
inestimable role in the assimilation of the nort).ern 
regions. Moreover, in the opinion o: many of my col- 
leagues in northern studies, it has long been time to 
develop the organs of autonomy in the North for the 
purpose of ensuring truc self-development of the native 
peoples of the region. 


Eyewitness Accounts from UkSSR, Other Areas 
on 1$32-33 Famine Published 

18000615 Moscow SELSKAYA ZH:ZN in Russian 

2 Mar 89 p 4 


[Letters to the editor: “The Famine™] 


[Text] “And if the development of kolkLozes and 
covkhozes proceeds at an intensive rate, there is no basis 
to doubt that our country will, in three years or so, become 
one of the greatest countries, if not the 
greatest grain-producing country, in the world.” (I. Stalin, 
“The Year of the Great Turning Point,” November 
1929.) 


In 1932 under the Poltava regime, under pretext cf 
collecting surplus grain, they carried out searches ana 
took all the grain except corn. Between March and the 
summer a great many people died, including m- father, 
mother and brother. Neighboring families too died out 
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s—-all 
ma's—half died; the Naumenko’s—all died; the Buyla- 
kh’s—tost all their children. And there were many, many 
A brigade for burying the corpses was formed, of 
Vasilevich Kuzema is still alive. Children, 


sister in the house. Hungry and cold, we would lay down 
to sleep, and there was no hope that the swollen bodies 
would wake up. And the fear. Ragged, naked, hungry; 
with no father.and mother, few lived until the harvest. 
My mother was buried next to the house; my father and 
brother, in the cemetery. This was but one example, and 
there were thousands. A bitter fate befell our generation. 
And even now I cannot understand why the peasants 
were »ppressed so; why they were annihilated; why the 
children were orphaned. For what? After all, they died 
kolkhozniks. 


[Signed] N.D. Ovchar, Tyumen Oblast 


During the winter of 1932/33 a large black wooden 
board, called the black board, was hung next to the rural 
soviet in our stanitsa. And mass searches gan, ai 
private farms first of all. They took all the graia; that ‘<, 
both the wheat and the seed. And mass starvation ©< in 
Here is one ‘hing I remember, for example: Uncle 
Nikifor Afanasovich Kosmin had a family of eight 
people, and worked as assistant poultryman. There was a 
shortage of 150-200 chicks; they said a hawk got them, or 
a fox. But no documents had been drawn up at the time. 
Anu the end of the year he was put in jail and was given 
ten years in Kolyma, but the family was searched. 
Everything they had in the pantrv—sugar, grain, groats, 
peas, French beans, sunflower secds, watermelons and 
vegetable inarrow—was cleaned ut completely. And no 
one would accept the family for work, although they had 
one able-bodied man. And so of eight people, six starved 
10 death. But one menaged to take on my mama, 
half-dead, at a brigade, where we worked as a family, and 
received soup made of corn, or polenta as it was called, 
and 20 grams of bread, which was what saved Yasha. My 
uncle came back from Kolyma at the end of 1937, and 
found only two left out of eight. 


In our block alone, out of 16 or 17 households there 
remained parts of eight families, and the remaining nine 
all died from hunger; in other blocks they all Cied, every 
one. All Spring people who had starved to death were 
being stacked on carts like firewood and hauled off, and 
were dumped in a common pit somewhere near the brick 
works. By summer they had all been hauled away. 
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[Signed] 1.G. Marushko, Stanitsa Bryukhovetskaya, Kras- 
nodar Kray 


That Winter the “aktiv” was riding around and taking 
whatever anyone had, household by household: pickles, 


The people would grind up corn cobs, and come Spring 
every blade of grass would disappear. A nearby sovkhoz 
had planted carrots, they were harvested in the fall, and 


among everyone. But if the “aktiv” would see it, 

would take even that. Rotted ears would be gathered too, 
to be put in the kolkhoz barns. Every day the “aktiv” 
would come in with the red broom and long iron 


one innocent man, or they've put another in jail—and 


haul them out into the field, strip them to their under- 
wear and leave them; then they would ride their sleighs 
back to their houses. Whoever managed to return from 
the field would be severely frost-bitten, but most of them 
froze to death. 


[Signed] K.1. Semenyuta, Kirghiz SSR 


i have remembered the incident all my tife: a ragged man 
with a rifle in his hands burst into our peasant house, 
tearing the door off the hinges (We lived in the village of 
Koysug, which is near the city of Bataysk). With his 
rifle-butt he pounded on the ceiling of the larder, and 
some people crawled into the attic. The ragged man with 
the rifle declared himself a Red Army man. 


Three bags full of corncobs dropped fiom the attic, and 
the people crawled out cursing. They took away the bags 
with the corn, and the “Red Army man” flung his rifle 
down, tied up Father's hands with a rope, and led him 
off. He said they would put him in the lock-up, and 
would divide up the corn among the hungry people. 
Mother went to the Soviet: there they said that Father 
would be shot, since he had hidden three bags full of 
corncobs and hd not given them up for the “common 
pot.” But Father did not get shot; some workers from the 
Bataysk coal-yazrd where Father worked as a laborer 
spoke up for him. From the day they took away our corn, 
there was nothing to eat. Sometimes Father would bring 
home from work a round loaf of makukha (sunflower oil 
cake). Hie would cut it into small pieces, and we would 
wibble on the makukha, trying to make the flavor last. 
Father and Mother forbade me to go out on the street; 
they were afraid I would be “devoured.” They said that 





crossing 
hole in the ice, became ill and died. 


his ancestors that our lives began to gradually improve. 
[Signed] 1S. Boychenko, Rostov Oblast 


In our village of Vinitskiye Stavy, Kiev Oblast, 30 
percent of the people starved to death, and they say 50 
percent died in the village of Kovalinka. Since early 1933 
I had been enrolled in FZU [Factory-Plant Apprentice- 
ship] preparatory courses, where school-pupiis who were 
somewhat larger and healthier had been lured into 
courtyards with candy, and slaughtered. 


We used to walk to school in groups of four. One time we 
came upon a dead herse on the road. It was already 
bloated. We saw that three men were dividing up the 
horse. As we came closer one of the muzhiks, about 40 
years old, blocked our way. Knife in hand, he said, “How 
about a light, boys.” But we said we had no matches. He 
began to chase us, but we were quicker than he was and 
we escaped. And he said, “You were lucky—this time.” 


That terrible famine, I can tell you, was an artificia! 
one—tecause the harvest that year was a normal one. 
Yet they took away all the people's reserves, they even 
emptied everything out of the chamber pots. 


[Signed] T.M. Rikhtik, village of N.-Pavlovka, Kirghiz 
SSR 


Petya, the boy next door, died on the street. He had been 
cating grass, and he died, with grass in his mouth. His 
family was already dead. Then somehow a horse died on 
the street. People flung themselves on it and began 
cutting it up, shoving at one another. The grown-ups 
pushed me aside too, ut Mother managed to get some of 
the intestines. 








stacks of naked bodies there, and he couldn't recognize 
him. Where my father’s grave is, no one in the family 
ever knew. 


The famine of 1933 was arranged, artificially, in order to 


longshoremen in the Fall of 1932, and they told me that 
they then had to load grain on ships to be sent abroad. 
On the other hand, why did they take French beans, 
beets and even sunflower oil cakes from the people? Was 
that in the plan for grain procurement? Only to create the 
famine. And the effect was a success: whoever rernained 
alive was ready to do anything, not to find himself in the 
same situaticn again. That’s why everyone was singing 
praises to the “wise and beloved” leader. The famine 
forced peo le to pray to Stalin. Famine is more horrible 
than war. 


[Signed] M.A. Glushich, Cherkassy Oblast 


Suddenly, one night, someone was knocking at the 
window. I hear someone calling Father out into the 
street. Father got up and went outside; right away the 
whole household was asoused. I also crept out from 
behind the stove. There was a lot of noise and shovting 
out in the yard. They were shouting at Father, “Untie 
your horse and your cow!” Father said, “You want them, 
untie them yourself.” In a little while Father came back, 
in great distress. He says that they untied them them- 
seives, and led them away. After that we didn’t sleep all 
night. 


Next day they came back and took the other cow. We 
were left with nothing. Father was a splendid carpenter 
and joiner, he could make fur boots, and built fine 
stoves. Toward winter he left home to look for work, and 
got a job as a joiner in the Ukraine at Yedakovo Station. 
We too moved there, leaving our hungry home. 


During the famine father built some traps, and my 
brother and I would catch gophers. Father was already 
bloated from hunger, and my middle brother starved to 
death. Somehow we escaped; gophers, even without salt, 
were still meat. Somehow my friends and I caught a cat. 
No one wanted to skin it, but I had already become good 
at trapping gophers. We boiled it in a pail in the garden, 
so that no one would see. There were seven of us kids, 
and when we civided it up, I got the head. At that time 
I no longer remembered what bread tasted like. 


[Signed] F.G. Kramer, Kustanay Oblast 


I often think: how could it be? Everything came up in the 
garden; and on the kolkhoz sugar beets [buryaki] were 
left on the fields and in the ground: there were moun- 
tains of them. Does that mean, that there was no terrible 
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drought? That speaks to the fact that the famine was 
made deliberately. In the Spring people were dropping 
like flies; entire families were dying. There were cases, 
where a mother would slaughter one of her children and 
feed her remaining children—brothers and sisters—with 
their sibling's flesh, so that they would survive. I myself 
was present in such a house, when the police removed a 
cast-iron pot containing a child’s flesh from the oven. 
That mother lost her mind. 


But how did our large family survive? We had a good 
cow, and a cellar full of sugar beets. Mother would boil a 
pailful of beets on the stove, mixed with milk, or she 
would bake flat cakes made from frozen beets gathered 
from the kolkhoz fields. Father had a rifle. We had a pear 
trec right under our window. Grea? fiocks of crows would 
light in it in the evening. Father would stick the gun out 
the window and shoot them. Mother would then clean 
them and make a stew. And that is how we survived the 
terrible famine. 


[Signed] M.1. Piskun, Kakhovskiy Rayon, Kherson Oblast 


Grigoriy Petrovich Kasyanov was a fine tailor. For his 
work, he earned six puds of rye, but he surrendered his 
grain to the state under the pressure of the Komsod 
[Assistatce Committee]. Nevertheless, they did not for- 
give him and he was sent to prison, where he died. His 
wife was left with three children, the youngest of which 
was six weeks old. The Komsod also took a cast iron pot 
containing cabbage stew from the oven, and threw the 
contents onto the floor. When the mother tearfully began 
to beg them not to throw out this food, a member of the 
Komsod—a local woman named Kondratyeva—forced 
the mother and her children to lick up the cabbage from 
the floor. That winter, the mother and her nursing baby 
died. The two older boys were rescued by relatives. 


[Signed] Ye. Nazarova, Verkhnedonskoy Rayon, Rostov 
Oblast 


It was impossible to look upor, and hear, how the hungry 
children suffered. They ask for food, and the mother 
stands there pulling out her hair. One woman, who had 
four small childrea, killed the smallest one at night, and 
then went out and hung herself. What a horror! People 
were lying about on the roads, on the fields, in the 
swamps, in their own yards and houses. Our song-loving 
Ukraine, and the voices of the children, fell silent. 
Brigades were formed to collect the victims; they were 
paid with bread. But there were also such heartless 
people who also took those who had not died yet, though 
they were very weak. A man asks, “Why are you taking 
me? I'm alive.” But they answer him, “So I won't have to 
come for you tomorrow.” 


[Signed] T.V. Gorokhova, Moscow Oblast 


When the rye matured, they began to reap. The people 
were very weak. They were swaying in the wind. Our 
chairman decided do give each household ten sheaves of 
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rye. People made groats and ate them. But there were 
still spies in the area, and the bosses came down from the 
rayon and arrested the chairman for giving out the ten 
sheaves, and put him on trial. The people defended their 
chairman, but no one paid any heed to this, and he was 
given five years. It was a good thing that the chairman 
himself was a member of Kotovskiy’s partisan detach- 
ment, and after six months he was exonerated. 


[Signed] A.S. Golovanyuk, Ananevskiy Rayon, Odessa 


In 1933, when there was severe famine throughout the 
land, | was working as a bookkeeper at the Samayevskiy 
grain procurement point. I kept the current accounts and 
knew precisely how much grain there was in the store- 
houses. We had five storehouses with an overall capacity 
of 740 tons on | June 1933, but no orders or instructions 
to dispense food to the kolkhozes and sovkhozes were 
given. One must believe that the famine was created not 
only because of a shortage of grain, bu that it was 
deliberate. 


At the start of the collectivization, many cattle were 
taken from the peasants in our rayon under various 
pretexts. The cattle were driven to the Kovylkinskiy 
cattle procurement point under the open sky; then it 
rained and severe cold set in: the cattle became frozen in 
the mud and died by the thousands. Little-by-little they 
managed to cart away the carcasses of the cattle to 
burying grounds. In this manner great harm was done to 
our commonwealth. 


[Signed] G.I. Lapin, Kovylkinskiy Rayon, Mordovian 
ASSR 


The mass famine of 1932-1933, which struck the grain 
vegion of the Ukraine. the North Caucasus, the Volga 
Basin, Kazakhstan and the Urals, took, by approximate 
estimates, 3-4 million human lives. 


Kharkov Militia Disrupt Petition Collection Drive 
18000958 Kiev PRAVDA UKRAINY in Russian 
22 Mar 89 p 1 


{Letter by S. Bobok, Kharkov State University student: 
“Test of Democracy”; under the rubric “Youths’ 
World” ] 


[Text] The decision was made to collect signatures in 
front of the Zhdanov movie theater. One way or another 
Zhdanov's participation in Stalinist repressions had 
come to light. Naturally, there were demands in Kharkov 
to change the name of the movie theater. The oblast 
youth newspaper itself came forward with just such a 
proposal, but the city authorities did not rush to act. And 
then a group of young people took the initiative upon 
themselves. 
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People approached the youths. They signed the appeal to 


, matters 
and asked that a place be alotited te us to collect 
signatures. He told us to come back in a few days.” 


I was present at the next meeting with members of the 
initiative group. At that time I was a member of the press 
center of the Kharkov gorkom Komsomol. The conver- 
sation was a difficult one, but the ending to the story is a 
happy one. Having collected more than | 200 signatures, 
the kids sent their petition to the gorispolkom. 


Now the movie theater is named the “Druzhba”. This 
question has been resolved. But other questions remain. 
How should the actions of Major Slipchenko be a >-essed 
from a professional-legal point of view? Why wes an 
attempt by the people to realize their constitutional 
rights thwarted by a disrespectful conversation in the 
militia rayon department? 


Armenian Party, Government Exhort Energy 
Conservation 

18220052 Yerevan KOMMUNIST in Russian 

14 Feb 89p1 


[Text of address by central committee of Armenian 
Communist Party, Presidium of Armenian SSR 
Supreme Soviet, and Armenian SSR Soviet of Ministers: 
“To All Workers And Residents Of The Republic”] 


[Text] Esteemed Comrades! 


In light of the wishes of the people, the CPSU central 
committee and the USSR Soviet of Ministers have made 
the exceptionally important decision to shut down the 
units of the Armenian Atomic Power Plant. The workers 
and people of the republic have expressed both gratitude 
for and approval of this decision, and regard it as 
another example of party and government concern for 
the Armenian people. 


We are pleased to note that this important project, which 
emanated from the September (1988) plenum of the 
Armenian Communist Party central committee, will be 
completed ahead of schedule. 
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At the same time, there will be significant difficulties in 
providing the republic with a steady supply of electricity. 
If homes and industry do not take immediate steps to 
conserve energy, and if power-producing capacities are 
not increased, the shut down of the Armenian AES ahead 
of schedule could cause major power supply problems 
for industrial and domestic users in the republic and 
throughout the Transcaucasian area, especially in fall 
and winter. Another factor making the job of providing 
energy difficult is the effort to rebuild cities and villages 
destroyed by the earthquake, since this effort will require 
large supplemental energy inputs. 


In light of the sit«ation, the Armenian Communist Party 
central commitiece and the Armenian SSR Soviet of 
Ministers are taking steps to balance the production and 
consumption of electricity. The AES is being converted 
into a thermal power station; the effort to add four 
additional power units at the Razdanskiy GRES is being 
stepped up, usage levels at existing power stations are 
being upped; and energy-producing capacities are being 
retooled and realigned. 


Time will certainly be needed to fully implement these 
shortage-cutting measures. Currently, the main—and for 
all intents and purposes only—way to stabilize domestic 
and industrial energy supplies is to conserve energy 
across the board. 


It is no exaggeration to say the implementation of the 
integrated electrical energy conservation program is a 

nationwide job. To a great degree, it will only be possible 
to complete this job if every citizen shows the requisite 
degree of responsibility, civic pride, and patriotism. 
Party, government, labor union, komsomol, and eco- 
nomic organizations must put their considerable 
resources to work spreading the message that electrical 
energy usage in industry must be kept at the minimum 
possible level, and that domestic energy users must 
adopt a conservation-minded attitude in the home. Print 
media need to be used aggressively, while the public 
should be more involved in implementing a program of 
energy conservation. In short, because this issue affects 
the fundamental welfare of the republic and is the key to 


its progress, apathy is unacceptable. 


By February |2, every ministry, department, enterprise, 
shop, and production area must design and begin the 
implementation of a clearly articulated, effective, long- 
term program of energy conservation. Such a program 
will include a serious effort to identify and correct any 
wasteful attitude toward the use of energy. 


Conservation should begin with every family keeping 
strict tabs on the amount of energy it uses. The same 
applies to residents of apartment buildings and individ- 
uals using recreational facilities. Everyone needs to be 
profoundly aware that leaving on a single unnecessary 
heater or light bulb is an unacceptable waste of energy. 
Everyone—every resident of the republic—needs to 
become involved in the campaign to conserve energy. 
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Armenian SSR Presidium of the Supreme Soviet, and 
the Armenian SSR Soviet of Ministers appsal to all 
workers and residents of the republic to: display superior 
civic maturity; comprehend and be fully aware of the 
measures to conserve and efficiently use energy; and, in 
the wake of the AES shut-down, to participate actively in 
implementing these measures. 


New Harvest Technology, Equipment Needed in 
Kazakhstan 


18300405 Alma Ata KAZAKHSTANSKAYA PRAVDA 
in Russian 19 Feb 89 p 2 


[Article by S. Plokhov, candidate of technical sciences: 
“A Testing Ground of Patience?”’] 


[Text] An article published by KAZAKHSTANSKAYA 
PRAVDA on August 31, 1988 entitied “The Price of 
Bread” described organizational and economic difficul- 
ties inherent in introducing progressive methods of 
transporting grain. But the environmental aspects of the 
problems were mentioned in that article only in passing. 


Today, we print an article detailing the cost of the old 
methods and thinking inertia’s persistence to all of us 
from the environmental point of view. 


The whole world is alarmed by the coming retribution 
for disturbing the ecological balance. We are shocked to 
find out that there is not a drop of water left in Uzbeki- 
stan not poisoned by deadly chemicals. We are no less 
shocked at the news that due to the residue of the smoke 
blown from Ekibastus smokestacks, cows in Mongolia 
lose their teeth in 3 years. Yet, having learned the truth, 
do we change our living and working habits? “Look at 
the sky,” said an agricultural combine driver at the 
“Zagradovskiy™ sovkhoz, North Kazakhstan Oblast, in 
reply to a suggestion to switch from the on-the-field grain 
loading method to the portion method and pointed at a 
dark cloud. “Who cares about the sky?” a truck driver 
taking part in the conversation burst in excitedly. “What 
do you think happens to the soil when we chase your 
combines around the field on our extremely heavy 
trucks?” 


Who is right? 


Soil specialists claim that our fields have lost more than 
one quarter of their humus, that fertile natural treasure, 
in recent years. To restore a single centimeter of the 
humus layer requires at least a century. This is not only 
the result of the practice of utilizing the soil’s wealth 
without replenishing it but also of the barbaric destruc- 
tion of it by truck wheels. Trucks literally grind the 
topsoil, which is rich in humus, turning it into dust 
which is then blown away by the wind. They also break 
leftover stubble, which retains moisture. Academician 
A.l.lIbrayev once calculated that if the stubble is 
destroyed, grain yields fall by 200 kilograms per hectare 
in the virgin soil region. 








traveled by that one grain transporter on just one trip 
will fall by 160 to 250 kilograms next year.” 


“The black soil fields of the North Kazakhstan Oblast 
have felt the impact of those whec's,” said drivers from 
the “Ozerniy” sovkhoz, Dzhambulskiy rayon. “The 
fields have become like airport runways and yields have 
declined.” 


With increasing frequency, fields with a compressed 
layer of soil underneath, even when properly worked, 
produce fewer shoots than tillers of the soil expect. 


Soil specialists explain that at the early stages of germi- 
nation of spring wheat, its nutrients come from the 
moisture at a level of 20 centimeters. When the plant 
bushes out and until culms appear, a layer 50 centime- 
ters deep comes into play. During the period when 
kernels are formed and until maturity, the moisture 
comes from a layer | meter deep. In the artificially 
compressed soil, the supply of air and moisture is 
disrupted and the development of the plants after ger- 
mination is stunted. Even the method of restoring supply 
routes in the soil by defrosting it does not heip. 


The compressed soil absorbs neither melted snow nor 
rainwater. On the surface of such fields puddles are 
formed, and if there is a small incline of as much as | 
degree, the water runs off them washing away both the 
topsoil and fertilizers. “Used to be spring floodwaters 
were lighter,” say the locals. “And less poisonous,” add 
the doctors. The water carries pesticides and other 
poisonous chemicals into rivers and lakes, where they 
cause great harm. And where there is no incline, stagnant 
swamps appear. 


Many specialists were surprised by the findings of a Don 
agronomist P.T.Zolotarev that structural changes in the 
soil cause droughts. In the past, the soil used to absorb 
annual precipitation in its entirety and ground sources 
were replenished with that water. A layer of dying plants 
on the surface protected moisture from evaporation. 
Now, the soil, having been scarred by the plow and 
compressed by truck wheels, has lost its upper layer and 
its ability to absorb moisture. Denuded, it is exposed to 
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the rays of the sun. The top | centimeter of its surface 
heats up to 82 degrees centigrade. The air is also heated 
oy the contact with it and rises upward. New layers of air 
come into contact with the soil and strong air currents 
develop. This dry wind dries up the moist surface of the 
soil in only 24 hours. The desiccation weakens the 
shoots, stunts the development of the roots and kills 
microorganisms in the soil. The soil and the air thus dry 
out and the drought ensues. 


It is difficult to accept the bitter truth that trucks are 
partly responsible for these ills, or that their uncon- 
strained movement around the fields causes the danger- 
ous wind, air and biological erosion of the soil. 


“The bitterness also stems from the fact that these deadly 
runs on the surface of the fields later cost additional 
efforts and expenditures of time and fuel, since the soil 
will have to be worked in a special way,” say experienced 
corn growers and lower their eyes. 


During harvesting, too, losses occur when old harvesting 
methods are used. 


“We waste 2 or 3 hours every day waiting for the trucks 
to come,” say combine drivers. 


“We waste more than half of the shift waiting for the 
combines to send us a signal that they are ready to load 
the grain and making those exhausting runs from one 
combine to the next,” say truck drivers. 


In the republic overall, such losses are equivalent to the 
loss of at least 15,000 harvesting combines for the entire 
harvesting season. To make runs totaling 13 million 
kilometers on stubble fields, 6,000 extra trucks a day are 
needed. This is the price of clinging to the 50 year-old 
working methods. 


V.A.Leys, a combine driver at the “Roslaviskiy” 
sovkhoz, Alma Ata Oblast, has rejected those methods 
and tried the portion harvesting method. He said after- 
wards: “I love machines and | was pained to see how the 
drivers, using the old method, damaged their trucks on 
the stubble field. But no longer. Now, | produce 5 to 6 
extra loads each day.” This amounts to 10 tons of grain 
per day. “As an agronomist, I am happy that the stubble 
is undamaged in the field,” said N.A.Yepanchin, the 
head of agrotechnical services at the same sovkhoz. “It 
helps retain moisture in the soil and protects it against 
wind erosion.” 


In the past year, at sovkhozes of the North Kazakhstan 
Oblast 182 gerieral harvesting and transport teams have 
been set up using regular machinery. They use |,670 
combines. The productivity of the teams using the mullti- 
trailer method rose 16 percent and that of the teams 
using the portion method 24 percent. As a result, the 
harvest was gathered 4 days ahead of schedule and 3,700 
tons of graia was saved from being lost; meanwhile the 
soil was also preserved. 








examples are found in other oblasts of the republic. They 
point to a great hidden potential here. 


Wherever sovkhoz management and chief agronomists 
wanted to save the soil and economize resources, 


sovkhoz land in the course of the harvesting season. 
Gains from the extra grain harvested and from reduced 
expenses on working the damage soil would add up to 
R30 million to R40 million. 


Since he no longer needed to waste time waiting for the 
trucks to drive up, every combine driver would increase 
his grain production by 60 tons and would cut the 
wastage of grain by R480 to R500. 


By ending the practice of running on the field surface 
that is so destructive to the soil, trailers could be used 
more efficiently in both the multi-trailer and portion 
methods, the number of trucks taken off construction 
and other equally important projects would be reduced 
threefold and costs would be cut R40 million. 


Lithuanian writer V.Petkyavichus said at the pienum of 
the USSR Writers’ Union management: “Scientists have 
calculated that every ruble saved by not protecting the 
environment will result in a loss of R3.80 a year later.” 


Shocked, we ask once again: “Why do we spend tens of 
millions of rubles and burn dozens of tons of fuel to fill 
the air with exhaust, turn the fertile layer of soil into dust 
and kill the plowfields?”” 


What do we need to break this vicious circle which has 
turned our land, with its countless plowfields, into a 
testing ground of patience? We need the interests of the 
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peasant and the transport worker to dovetail, and we also 
need decisive actions by the soviets of the people's 
deputies and economic organizations in this area. A 

who has discovered the benefits of the hauling 


Raby 
a 
; 

; 


b 
: 


and econcmica! hauling methods must be underpinned 
by concrete actions in technological policy, education on 
environmental protection and moral and material sup- 
port for all active initiatives. When will such support 
come? Time does not stand still. The lack of response to 
the existing outrageous situation has already plunged 
many people into an embryo-like state of indifference. 
The thunder is already heard, telling us of the destruc- 
tion of the land by machines and of its horrible disease. 
We need active measures to preserve the fertility of the 
soil, this treasure of nature. 


omize resources is being introduced in Kazakhstan. In 
addition to $.G.Piokhov's proposals, new 
methods have been developed by M.G.Penkin, Ph.D. in 
Technical Sciences. But the republic's Gosagroprom, 
planning and financial entities and other competent 
authorities maintain their silence on this issue. As they 
say, silence means agreement. But if everyone agrees on 
the issues raised by the newspaper, why is it that no one 
actively implements these progressive methods? 


The high efficiency, universal applicability and great 
promise of the multi-trailer and portion methods are 
proof of their social and economic value. Thanks to these 
methods, harvesting and hauling can be accomplished 
with fewer pieces of equipment and less labor, saving 
tens of millions of rubles. At the same time, they help 
shorten the harvesting period, which is important in our 
climate. 


Many documents have been approved by ministnes and 
agencies calling for the implementation of those meth- 
ods, but not a single one of them has attempted to deal 
with conditions hampering their implementation. 








Trucks are commonly sent to 
kolkhozes at a ratio of 0.8 or 1.0 trucks for each combine. 


The following calculations show how wasteful this prac- 

tice is. The average productivity of a combine has for 

many years been below 15 tons of grain per day, while a 

truck is able to transport 120 to 180 tons, ic. 8 to 12 

times as much. Meanwhile, to move 1,000 trucks from a 

different part of the country costs R1.5 million to R2 
‘Ni 


No one computes the losses of corn and other agricul- 
tural products which occur as a result of harvesting 
schedule violations; there are no restrictions on driving 
on the field service, nor are there any norms for hauling 
expenses during harvesting. Consequently, the proposals 
and actual work accomplished at a number of rayons in 
the republic to shorten the harvesting period, cut crop 
losses and transportation expenses and reduce the num- 
ber of trucks used in harvesting have not been in any way 
encouraged. On the contrary, the wages of drivers work- 
ing on tractors with several trailers are lower than of 
those working on regular trucks or with a single trailer. 
Moreover, drivers do not get paid for the labor-intensive 
task of putting together long auto trains in the fields. 


There are other difficulties, as well. Business and eco- 
nomic relations between sovkhozes and the so-called 
extension purchasing centers remain unchanged: nothing 
has being done to encourage the delivery of well-threshed 
grain from the fields, without the costly additional 
processing at the threshing floor, or to use the capacity of 
those purchasing centers to thresh grain for sovkhozes on 
a contract basis and at an agreed-upon fee. 


The Agroprom has not prepared any methodological 
materials to teach grain transport methods that help 
protect the soil and economize resources at technical 
schools, or even at its own training courses for agricul- 
tural workers. 


Even though the USSR Gosagroprom has approved the 
multi-trailer and portion grain hauling methods, no 
funds have been budgeted in the republic to develop 
such methods further or to introduce it. 


The editors feel it is their duty to point out that the tens 
of millions of rubles wasted every year because scientif- 
ically proven methods are ignored are direct losses and a 
burden on the republic's economy. 


The danger posed by the wasteful use of the fertility of 
the land and the moral losses stemming from the persis- 
tence of obsolete hauling methods have become pain- 
fully clear. It is time to think about the future. There is 
still tame before the start of this year’s harvesting season. 
Will this year, too, just as in the previous 25, progressive 
methods be used only at a handful of farms and rayons? 
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At the current pace, for the entire republic to switch to 
the new methods would take 30 years. This is unaccept- 
able. We need urgent measures to change the situation 
for the better. The soil can wait no longer. 


Kazakh Geosplan Chairman on Regional Economic 


18300426 Alma Ate KAZAKHSTANSKAYA PRAVDA 
in Russian 3 Mar 89 pp 1, 3 


{Interview with Deputy Chairman of the KaSSR Council 
of Ministers, KaSSR Gosplan Chairman K.A. Abdul- 
layev by KazTAG corresponderi V. Akimov: “The 
Stronger the Republic, the Stronge* the State™] 


[Text] Economic accountability is the cornerstone of the 
economic system that is now being developed. Starting 
this year, all goods-producing industries have been func- 
tioning on this solid basis. The logic of radical economic 
reform suggests that self-management and self-financing, 
which have gained a firm foothold at the grassroot 
must become the foundation of the economies of entire 
regions and republics. 


The relevance and importance of implementing real 
accountability is especially significant at this crucial 
stage of perestroyka when, among other things, long- 
festering and acute problems in inter-ethnic relations 
have come to the fore; these problems wiil be discussed 
comprehensively and in depth at the CPSU Central 
Committee's plenum set for the middie of this year. 
These problems are complex and diverse, but the key to 
their solution lies in the Marxian base, i.c. the economy. 
We have been given proof that this is a right approach by 
the radical changes underway in the Soviet society and 
by the very logic of life. 


In an issue of such great importance there is no final or 
incontrovertible truth or a single criterium for every 
region, and there can be none, as each one of those 
regions is essentially unique or exceptional. Our goal is 
to seek collectively a mutually acceptable position and to 
comprehensively broaden and develop the main means 
of making the entire economic management system 
more democratic and of increasing economic indepen- 
dence of the republics. 


This, along with various problems related to regional 
economic accountability, was the subject of a conversa- 
tion between Deputy Chairman of the KaSSR Council of 
Ministers, KaSSR Gosplan Chairman K.A.Abdullayev 
and KazTAG correspondent V.Akimov. 


[Akimov] Reading articles in the press and listening to 
discussions on the radio and television, one finds diverse 
and often mutually exciusive interpretations of regional 
economic accountability. Therefore, | would like to 
begin by asking how you, Kalyk Abdullayevich, would 
define this term. 











financing at the basic production link, i.e. at the enter- 
prise, onto territorial economic accountability. The rea- 


those which safeguard the interests of the entire state, 
come into play. 


Thus the conclusions: first, when the above-mentioned 
principles are implemented, their main goal should be to 
develop and tap as much as possible regional sources of 
economic growth in order to attain steady, dynamic 
progress in each union republic and region; second, by 
implementing those principles we should try to 
strengthen our entire multi-cthnic Soviet state and 
increase the efficiency of its integrated economic system; 
and third, they should help restore full power to the 
= and achieve general harmony in inter-ethnic 
tions. 


[Akimov] In some places, those who are developing the 
concept of regional accountability seem to take it to 
mean nearly total closing of their republics’ economies. 
In light of what you have just said, can we assume that 
the KaSSR's position is to combine greater indepen- 
dence with a greater role for central authorities? 


[Abdullayev] Indeed, our republic advocates the combina- 
tion of strong center and strong republics. There is no other 
way. As M.S.Gorbachev noted at the recent meeting at the 
CPSU Central Committee with prominent scientists and 
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cultural figures, this stems from the very nature of the 
Soviet economy and of our federal state. Clearly there can 
be no doubt that only the center 1s able coordinate the goals 
of the country as a whole and of its regions, harmonize 
ble proportions in the economy. 


the one hand and initiative and local independence on 
the other. In other words, we should always be guided by 
the principle: what is good for the entire country is 
rayon, city or village. In our opinion, this can be 
achieved by broadening significantly the authority of the 
KaSSR government and local soviets in issues of eco- 
nomic and social development. Local authorities must 
have more independence in making decisions on the 
structure of local economies and their development 
paths, and in resolving other important questions. This 
means that regional accountability calls for powerful 
local authorities responsible for improving economic 
activity on the entire territory of their respective regions 
and for tapping all available resources in an effort to 
raise production efficiency. This is why giving full pow- 
ers to the councils of ministers of union republics and 
local soviets of the people's deputies will benefit the 
entire state and will alter the character of their interac- 


Giving independence to republic and local authorities and 
broadening their rights and responsibilities should by no 
means lead to isolation of their economies. Today, when 
integration is spreading and accelerating the world over, 
closing a republic's economy would be anachronistic. 


In our opinion, the concept of regional economic 
accountability advanced in some republics, entailing 
exclusive ownership by the reoublic of all lands, natural 
inland waterways, territoriai * aters and other resources, 
as well as all the property (created, incidentally, using 
state funds), and the right to issue its own currency, 
undermines the foundations of our vommon state. We 
feel that we should not risk creating a situation whereby 
the centrifugal force overwhelms the centripetal one. We 
support the objective approach. Regardless of whether or 
not the authors of those ideas mean it, such experiments 
can only lead to national separation and weaken of the 
socialist state that we hold so dear. 


We support openness in our relations with other union 
republics, in economic as well as cultural spheres. We 
must assess those issues in a new way. Life calls for 
fundamentally new, direct ties among republics and 
regions. In this field, we need a systematic approach, 
profound analysis and scientific attitude. We must reject 
the useless practice of effecting all ties through Moscow, 
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Central Asian republics and Kazakhstan which took 
place in Dushanbe, and during preparations for it, many 
ways of improving ties among the republics in industry, 
science, culture, education, environmental protection 
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[Abdullayev] Of course other, inter-regional ties are 
equally ‘mportant, and they should also be placed on a 
qualitatively new basis. In this area, joint efforts could be 


Ukraine, Belorussia and Moldavia. We agreed to discuss 
this issue at board meetings and to pass appropriate 
| decisi 


We proposed setting up permanent working groups on 
strengthening economic ties among the republics based 
on developing cooperatives and joint ventures, stimulat- 
ing mutually beneficial trade and sharing experience in 
economic management under new economic manage- 
ment conditions. Taking into account special features of 
our republics’ economies, we feel that the work in this 
area should be a little different. Here, the most promis- 
ing path is to combine technological plans with our vast 
natural resources and free labor pool. We offered those 
republics to set up joint research projects to solve eco- 
nomic problems that are in our common interest. An 


main element of 
key here is the logical and effective division of functions 














JPRS-UPA-89-027 
8 May 1989 


enterprises and local authorities. The need to set up such 
a framework can be shown in the following case. The 
resolution of the CPSU Central Committee, the USSR 


still lack the needed mghts. For instance, the output of 
consumer goods ts planned by union-level ministnes and 
enterprises, whereas local soviets, at best, only coordi- 
nate their plans. As to setting up the production of some 
much demanded goods, local authorities are unable to do 
it as large union-level enterprises do not want to be 
burdened with such orders. 


With respect to this situation, we feel that the task of 
supervising the production of food and consumer goods 
should be concentrated in the hands of the republics and 
local soviets; for this purpose, they must get the right to 
issue state orders to all enterprises situated on their 
territory. Let me stress that this rule must apply to every 
single enterprise, regardiess of which administrative 
entity it reports to. Only in this case local authorities will 
be able to improve the supply of consumer goods. 


Moreover, local authorities should be allowed to use a 
part of the capacities of union-level enterprises to solve 
regional problems. This is especially important during 
the shift to new economic management methods, when 
the republics will take command of Group B enterprises 
which, as is well-known, are especially in need of tech- 
nological retooling. To settle this issue legally. the share 
allotted to local authorities’ orders could be set in 
advance—liet us say, at 10 percent of the existing capac- 
ity of umion-ievel enterprises. 


[Akimov] In other words we are talking about making 
the governments of un:on republics and local soviets true 
masters within their territories. This issue is essentially 
the core of perestroyka. But there must be great difficul- 
ties in switching to regional economic accountability, as 
well. Is this not true? 


[Abdullayev] The most difficult task in regional account- 
ability is to develop a reliable, scientifically proven 
system of accountability. In other words, we must make 
sure that income from the sale of goods and fees for 
various work and services produced in the republic cover 
all relevant expenditures incurred to produce them. 


The analysis of trends in Kazakhstan's economy under 
the existing system of state revenue generation shows 
that no objective impetus for change exists here in the 
absence of radical revisions. What I mean here is that we 
need to solve a number of problems centrally. These 
problems were discussed convincingly and in detail by 
N.A.Nazarbayev, Chairman of the KaSSR Council of 
Ministers, in EKONOMICHESKAYA GAZETA, No.5, 


As is well-known, thanks to the existing price and tax 
system, some industries in the economy are not currently 
very profitable and, once we shift to regional account- 
ability, they may start to post losses. As a result, local 


tant for the union and neglecting them may weaken the 
country’s integrated economy. 


We need to create economic incentives for local author- 

ities to make sure that all enterprises on their territory 

are profitable. In other words, union-level enterprises 

pay a share of their profits to local and republic 
as 


capital investment. But to achieve this, every oblasi and 
rayon must study the level of development of its economy 


Another problem is the need to improve our economic 
structure, especially in industry, and to raise the share of 
processing industries. At the request of the Kazakhstan 
Communist Party's Central Committee and the Council 
of Ministers, we have drafted a set of proposals to 
improve the economic structure during the | 3th and 
14th 5-year plan periods, which have been approved in 
principle by unmion-level organizations. 


[Akimev] Kalyk Abdullayevich, how do you expect to 
begin aeveloping the principles and the framework of 
economic accountability? 











improve 
trial and financial results. In the future, it will no longer 
be acceptable that in Aktyubiask Oblast, for instance, a 
chemical plant uses only 50-10-60 percent of its capacity 
and the Chilikayskiy phosphorite mine only 40-to-60 
percent, that in Alma Ata Oblast, the Kargalinskiy 


utilization should improve also at the Guryev chemical 
plant, the Dzhambul furniture factory, the “ 
promarmatura”™ plant in East Kazakhstan Oblast, the tire 
repair, garment and shoe plants in Kustanay Oblast, the 
furniture factory in Semipalatinsk Oblast and the spa- 
ghetti making facility in Kzyl-Orda Oblast. This list can 
go on, but the above-mentioned examples suffice to 
show that this work has been very unsatisfactory and 
there 1s much room for improvement. 


{[Akimov] There are many difficulties in the republic's 
path to self-financing. What else should be done in this 
area” 


already been set for our republic. Great efforts will be 
made to upgrade the level of social and economic devel- 
opment in a number of oblasts which are lagging behind 
for variour reasons. Meanwhile, we should also 
strengthen the economic potential of many rayons of the 


[Abdullayev] The shift to regional accountability entails 
radical changes for the entire planning system. First of 


Moreover, it is important that union ministries and 
councils of ministers of union republics. The participa- 


process with such indicators as net output of the goods- 
producing industnes (excluding business taxes), as well 
as use of inputs per ruble of net output. Unfortunately, 
ministries and agencies have not addressed this task 
inking, do not attach proper importance to it. It is no 
accident that at many places the level of economic 
planning is low, that required figures are not reported 
and controls over compliance with resource utilization 
norms are not kept, that little attention is paid to 
imtroducing resource-saving production technologies 
which leave little or no waste, setting up the production 
of advanced materials and introducing advanced pro- 
duction methods. This is why in the first three years of 
the current 5-year plan period, the republic saw the use 
of materials per ruble of gross output increase, instead of 
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An important task in this area is to develop solid 
indicators and criteria for the development level of 
union republics and their contribution to the union 
economy. We will have to improve the methods we use 
to compare different republics in the area of production, 


all republics switch to regional economic accountability 
at the same time. 


Paper Scores Official’s Views of Uzbek Crime, 
Interethnic Tension Link 


PRAVDA VOSTOKA Attacks Official, Tashkent 


Paper 
18300518 Tashkent PRAVDA VOSTOKA in Russian 
25 Feb 89 p 5 


[Unsigned article: “Do We Know the Road Out of the 
Dead-End?, Reflections About One Articie™] 


[Text] On 23 February, the newspaper TASH- 
KENTSKAYA PRAVDA published under the rubric 
“The Discussion Club” the anewers of Uzbek SSR First 





There remain no principle arguments about the high 
level of the discussions. They were summed up by the 
19th All-Union Party Conference in its own resolution 
“On Glasnost™: “The conference calls upon all commu- 
nists and all party organizations to bring the truth to the 
masses and to develop actively socialist democracy, a 
high level of discussions...” 


In this connection, an enigmatic notice to the readers of 
TASHKENTSKAYA PRAVDA compels alertness: “The 
desire of the interviewed person to have his answers 
published in full, despite their long length, has been 
satisfied.” We see in this a “disowning™ by the editorial 
staff of what the interviewed person says. But, really, is 
pluralism of opinions in the newspaper akin to a notice 
board of individual notices on the exchanging of living 
space? 


eS Se 
resolution “On Glasnost™: “Glasnost assumes the social, 
legal and moral responsibility of the mass media. Indis- 
pensable requirements in this sphere should include a 
high level of ideology and morals, competence, strict 
observance of professional ethics, absolute trustworthi- 
ness of the information...” 


The current Uzbekistan CP Central Committee has 
clearly defined its own understanding of the discussions 
which are inevitable under glasnost—1it supports a direct 
and honest position and fruitful discussions. “Such dis- 
cussions,” it was emphasized at a meeting in the Central 
Committee with scientific and cultural figures, “ are the 
ones which make it possible to clicit and take into 
account more fully public opinion and the interests of 
the different strata of the republic's population.” 


But, what is in the article? It talks about everything and 
everything is given a peremptory, didactic evaluation, 
which completely excludes the discussion itself. Is 1 even 
understandabie, for what reasons the first deputy minis- 
ter of internal affairs came to the defense of the repub- 
lic’s party and government leaders” 
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is evidence of an acaaemic’s carelessness—let scientists 
judge him and not people who are distinguished in 
completely different spheres. 


It is difficult but necessary to disavow the infallibility of 
one’s ovn opinions and admiration of one’s personal 
posii.on as true in the last higher authority. 


And the other approaches—To whom are they useful? 
To whomever they please—just not to the matter at 
hand. 


In the TASHKENTSKAYA PRAVDA article, there is no 
adoption of such a disavowal. The editorial staff evi- 
dently was pursuing the “sizzling” item, by which, it 
seems, we can explain the distortion in the article, which, 
by its own tone, is not conducive to discussion. 


Criticism is a sharp weapon and it is necessary to make 
use of it skillfully, wisely and discretely. But this is 
precisely what our colleagues hardly thought about. 


TASHKENTSKAYA PRAVDA Counterattack 
Blasted 


18300518 Tashkent PRAVDA VOSTOKA in Russian 
16 Mar 89 p 6 


[Article by the editorial staff of PRAYDA YOSTOKA: 
“Pluralism or ‘Regimental Honor’?”’} 


[Text] The answers of the repubiic’s First Deputy Min- 
ister of Interna! Aflairs E. A. Didorenko, published on 23 
February, on the opening day of a regional conference on 
improving interethnic relations, in TASHKENTSKAYA 
PRAVDA, to the questions of an anonymous correspon- 
dent of the newspaper evoked a negative reaction in 
sane-minded people. And first and foremost is the very 
way the problem was stated: the newspaper and E. A. 
Didorenko linked the increase ‘n criminal activities in 
the republic, without any specific reasons, with the 
interethnic discord. The labels distributed liberally— 
withoui trial or investigation—to many people and 
groups of the community have evoked indignation. 


Through the publication of the editorial article in 
PRAVDA VOSTOKA on 25 February, w2 tried to calm 
down the inflamed passions. At numerous meetings in 
labor collectives, it was emphasized that we had man- 
aged to do this. At one of the plenary sessions of the 
conference on interethnic relations, in a note from the 
hall, the ppresidium expressed the solidarity of the 
Uzbekistan CP Central Committee with th: article in 
PRAVDA VOSTOKA. 


After the official assessment on the part of the Central 
Committee of the two newspape's’ positions, we decided 
to refrain from any further articles, since we considered 
the question sett.ed. 
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To our deep sorrow, the editorial staff of TASH- 
KENTSKAYA PRAVDA, with its peculiar understand- 
ing of pluralism and the processes occurring in the 
republic, in its own strip with the disinformative banner 
headline it admires so, “Criminal Activities and Nation- 
alixsm,” on 15 March, having forgotten the essence of the 
matier, poured out a stream of mud on PRAVDA 
VOSTOKA, “having been exposed” in the establishment 
of “forbidden zones,” even with an anti-Leninist atti- 
tude toward “independent people who have their own 
firm position,” and “having been caught” in many other 


What is this supposed to be—pluralism or defense of the 
“regimental honor”? 


in this connection, the editorial staff has considered it 
necessary to publish letters on the touched-upon ques- 
tions and the accounts from several meetings of labor 
collectives with a discussion of the articles of TASH- 
KENTSKAYA PRAVDA and PRAVDA VOSTOKA 
and their resolutions. Today, we are publishing the first 
letters. We suppose that the results of this impartial 
conversation should be summed up in the party commit- 
tees, whose organs Our newspapers are. 


Deputy Minister’s Views Labeled ‘Blackmail’ 
18300518 Tashkent PRAVDA VOSTOKA in Russian 
16 Mar 89 p 6 


[Letter from V. S. Yegoshin, head of the Tashkent City 
College of Lawyers’ Specialized Legal Advice Office for 
Motor Transport Affairs, on the instructions of its col- 
lective: “Nostalgia™} 


[Text] The collective of the Tashkent City College of 
Lawyers’ Specialized Legal Advice Office for Motor 
Transport Affairs, discussed at it own production meet- 
ing the article from 23 February, 1989, in the newspaper 
TASHKENTSKAYA PRAVDA, in which the answers of 
the Uzbek SSR’s first deputy minister of internal affairs 

E.A. Didorenko, to the editorial staffs questions a:e 
given. 


Tne legal advice office's multi-ethnic collectiv= considers 
the azticle to be essentially instigative to the kindling of 
interethnic discord. There are aiso e!ements of chauvin- 
ism in the answers, which is particularly deplorable. 


We completcly reject his thought about the division of 
the workers of the law-enforcement agencies into the 
locals, who, according to E. A. Didorenko’s assertions, 
on their own basis, either poorly skilled or corrumi, and 
the visitors, whe are “for the establishment of Soviet 
power in Uzbekistan.” The division of the workers of the 
organs of the militia, the courts and the procuracy into 
the “clean” visitors and the “unclean” locals is the 
crudest of political errors. In fact, E. A. Didorenko 
insults the many honest and highly principled workers, 
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who, at all times, including also the most difficult ones in 
the republic's history, have done their own duty honestly 


They are not “bringing” lawfulness and justice and it is 
not necessary for them to assume the pose of a hero who, 
by his own appearance, has made Uzbekistan happy. 


It seems to us that E. Didorenko ought to fulfill, with 
great diligence, his own direct responsibilities for ensur- 
ing the protection of the republic's residen’s from crim- 
inal encroachments. 


Instead of delving into the works of a scientist and 
reading his articles, it would be better not to permit the 
conducting in the republic of “congresses of thieves in 
the law.” In the attacks on E. Yusupov, the hurt pride of 
an administrator, whose department can still no' boast 
about strengthening iawfulness, shows throuy) dis- 
tinctly. 


As is evident from the recent articles in the central press, 
in the republic over the last three years. i.e., over the 
time E. A. Didorenko has held his position, 445 persons 
were acquitted by the courts. They were paid 890,000 
rubles in damage compensations. Would it not be inter- 
esting to find out, in how many instances, E. A. 
Didorenko hin -elf and the associates of the apparatus 
subordinate to him were the “co-authors” of this scan- 
dajous violations of lawfulness? 


The lawyers of the legal advice office, from their own 
experience, can list not a single instance of a violation by 
the associates subordinate to E. A. Didorenko of Soviet 
laws during the arrests of citizens and the beating out of 
them of the necessary statements, self-slanders and slan- 
ders of others. 


From such facts, it is necessary to draw conclusions, but 
not those which E. Didorenko does. In his own answers, 
he testified to his own professional incompetence. 


It is most likely an accident, but, in that same edition of 
TASHKENTSKAYA PRAVDA, there is a short article, 
“The Big Speeds of a Small Screen.” In it, the film “A 
Mockery” is mentioued. The script for this film was 
written by Isfandiyar, together with another author—a 
German by nationality. The film is about pensioner A. 
D. Shurygin, a Russian, who came to the deferse of an 
Uzbek, Pulat Bakhodyrov, who was tried on a maiter 
fabricated by the workers of the Fergana Obiispolkom's 
Internal Affairs Administration. 


Therefore, it is impossible to agree with the charges 
brought forth by E. A. Didorenko against Isfandiyar of 
nationalism. It is high time that a person be evaluated by 
his deeds and not have labels hung wn him. 
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Isfandiyar is constantly coming forth with disclosures of 
violations of socialist law. This is very displeasing to the 
MVD's first deputy minister. Is this not the reason for all 
the attacks on the writer? 


E. A. Didorenko does not like scientists and writer; who 
speak out against lawlessness. Even the court, which 
recently “dared” to acquit the innocent parties and send 
back for further examination poorly iinvestigated mat- 
ters, can not be pleased with such an approach. 


Profound nostalgia can be felt in E. A. Didorenko’s 
words about past times, when judges “stamped” without 
a murmur the sentences, copying into :hem the indict- 
ments drawn up in the MVD. 


It is unworthy of the administrator of one of the repub- 
lic’s important law-enforcement agencies to accuse the 
Uzbek SSR Supreme Court of allowing unworthy peop'e, 
who have established their own model of justice, to build 
a “hornets” nest” in it. It seems that we would not be 
mistaken in asserting that, in these insults to the court, a 
yearning for the model of justice when the matter of guilt 
or innocence was decided by the MVD workers and the 
court “did not get under foot” can be observed. E. A. 
Didorenko is attacking the court because it 1s becoming 
independent, the processes of a legal restructuring have 
begun in it and this does not please the first deputy 
minister. 


We hope that the Supreme Court will not yield to the 
blackmail, and it is difficult to call E. A. Didorenko’s 
utterances anything else, and will henceforth pursue a 
principled policy for strengthening socialist !aw, no 
matter who is doing the leading during the settling of 
criminal matters. 


It must be stated that TASHKENTSKAYA PRAVDA is 
experiencing a peculiar predilection for article; which 
discredit the courts. E. A. Didorenxo’s attacks against 
the republic's Supreme Court and the judicial organs are 
well inscribed in the general policy of the behavior of 
investigation workers with respect to the court. This 
behavior can be called legal nihilism and it clearly 
contradicts the ideas of the establishment of a legal state. 
It will never be built if the MVD dictates to the courts 
through the oblast newspaper how to settle criminal 
matters. 


Therefore, we feel that E. A. Didorenko’s position on 
legal questions is thoroughly deleterious. We can not 
permit a return to the year 1937. But it is precisely to this 
that the road built by E. A. Didorenko’s arguments in 
TASHKENTSKAY A PRAVDA leads. 


The legal advice office's collective app’oves of the posi- 
tion of PRAYDA VOSTOKA presenied in the article 
“Do We Know the Road out of the Dead-End?” 








Uzbek Mafia Ties to ‘Informals’ Refuted 
18300518 Tashkent PRAVDA VOSTOKA in Russian 
16 Mar 89 p 6 


[Letter from V. Vasilyev, candidate of technical sciences: 
“The Generals and the Informals”] 


[Text] Our press has been carried away by reflections 
about a road in a dead-end (TASHKENTSKAYA 


It would be possible to decline a discussion with this 


article and agree with its assessment in 
PRAVDA VOSTOKA, which demonstrated a clear-cut 
and civil position, if the conversation were a 


legal 

general one and did not touch upon specific public 
movements and organizations. However, the point of the 
authorities’ indignation is addressed 14 a quite specific 
target—the “informal” movements. 


The logic is extremely unassuming: “A far-flung shady 
staff of opponents is operating in the repub- 
lic,” which, by means of bribery, is recruiting for the 
achievement of its own black goals the informals, “which 
are clipping coupons from the highly sensitive ethnic 
question.” At the same time, “each informal group wants 
to place under its own banners not only the maximum 
number of sympathizers, but also to add anti-social 
element, which have already formed their own view of 
the world and which have widespread connections in 
society's various strata. Taking such a tie into account... 
the informals are camouflaged criminals.” 


Read carefully into this indictment, made without trial 
or investigation today, when we, exch to the extent of his 
own power and capabilities, are fighting for the conver- 
sion of our state irito a legal one. What kind of right is 
there here, when the highest rank of the law-enforcement 
ministry permits itself to insult publicly the mass public 
organizations without bothe:ing with evidence. This is 
quite in the style of the past, when these accusations 
would have been more than enough to send every 
informal to a camp. However, it is necessary to remind 
the general that, in accordance with Article 7 of the Basic 
Civil Law of the USSR and the union republic, he should 
answer for the dissemination of information which der- 
ogates the dignity of a citizen and an organization, for 
“such information is derogatory, which belitties the 
honor and dignity of a citizen or organization in the 
public opinion of individual citizens from the point of 
view of observance of the laws, the rule of the socialist 
community and the principles of communist morality.” 
(IZVESTIYA on 9 March, 1989, “in the USSR Supreme 
Court”’). 


REGIONAL ISSUES 


But the accusations are not a laughing matter: a merce- 
nary tie with the Mafia and anti-social elements, the 
informals are criminals and the stirring up of ethnic 
enmity. But this is not enough: “Recently, an anti-social 
and ideological orientation has been built up by them” 
(the informals—V. Vasiiyev), or more precisely, a strug- 
gle against the promotion of the decisions of the 19th 
Party Conference, the discrediting of the activities of the 
party organizations on perestroyka, the establishment of 
G* nizations as alternatives to the party, the discredit- 
ing of the law-enforcement agencies, the establishment 
of contacts with like-mined persons in Moscow and the 
Baltic republics and other regions of the country, and 
contact with foreign anti-Soviet centers. f' ere it takes but 
a wave of the hand to make contact with foreign intelli- 


It is understandable that, if the professional Mafia turns 
cut to be weak, then why not demonstrate zeal on the 
defenseless informals? They can be splashed with mud 
through the mass media, but it is impossible to enter into 
a direct and frank public discussion with them! It seems 
tthat the bureaucrats from ideology simply have no 
confidence in their own intellectual level and fear taking 
a beating in a direct discussion. The devil take it and the 
discussion, but providing the citizenry with true infor- 
mation is the sacred duty of the press. Alas, nevertheless, 
the stagnant and Stalinist mud balls are flying... 


I am in complete agreement with the opinion of 
PRAVDA VOSTOKA: “if someone is not in compliance 
with the criminal code—give the materials to the court,” 
but do not dare to splash anyone, no matter whom, with 
mud while making use of power and impunity. It is 
precisely such unlawful bureaucratic activities which are 
essentially anti-perestroyka-minded because they contra- 
dict both the spirit and the letter of perestroyka and its 
course toward a legal democratic state. 


Incidentally, regarding the “mafioso” Isfandiyar. It 
seems that he will clear up the relations through the 
court, but, now, I want to turn attention to the provoc- 
ative emphasis on his nationalism: he was flogged both 
for a “strange concordance with a person of European 
nationality” and “the hatred in him toward internation- 
alism has acquired a pathological nature” and so on. 
Indeed, such statements count on the negative reaction 
of readers of precisely a “European nationality.” Why 
was it necessary for E. A. Didorenko to play into the 
hands of intevethnic discord? Indeed, tne reader may not 
even know that Isfandiyar writes books and movie 
scripts in Russian and, therefore, is personally interested 
in the equality of languages and in internationalism. 
Incidentally, regarding the scripts. Immediately behird 
the article “On the Path into a Dead-End,” in that same 
edition of TASHKENTSKAYA PRAVDA, comes the 
article “The Big Speeds of a Smail Screen,” half of which 
is devoted to the film “A Mockery” by producer Sh. 
Dzhunaydullayev, taken from a script by Isfanc ‘yar. 
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Attention is turned to the internationalism of the film 
and its orientation against violation of the legal norms by 
the MVD organs. Funny, is it not? 


To whom is it advantageous to have the main responsi- 
bility for kindling ethnic discord placed on the infor- 
mals? Is it not the Mafia, from whom part of the 
attention is now turned, inasmuch as the Mafia is not 
visible, while the informals are in view? Is it not those 
workers of the law-enforcement agencies, who are not 
capable of fighting effectively against the genuine Mafia? 


Incidentally, does it not seem to you that, as long as the 
Mafia still exists, it is you, E. A. Didorenko, who is on the 
horse as the main fighter against it? And the more terrible it 
is, the more needed you are. Such is dialectics... 


Tajik Writers Included in Ukrainian Literary 
18300560 


[Editorial Report] Dushanbe KOMMUNIST 
TADZHIKISTANA in Russian on 19 March 1989 car- 
ries on page 3 a 350-word report by A. Dyachenko, 
candidate of philological sciences, entitled “Ukrainian 
Encyclopedia on Tajik Writers” which says that a new 
$-volume Ukrainian Literary Encylcopedia, in the spirit 
of promoting mutual relations between nationalities in 
the count.y, is including entries on literary figures from 
other regions of the Soviet union. Volume One, A-G, has 
now been prepared by the Institute of Literature imeni 
Shevchenko and it includes the following Tajik Soviet 
writers: Sadriddina Ayni, writer, scholar, and first pres- 
ident of the Tajik Republic Academy of Sciences whose 
work has been translated into Ukrainian; Gani Abdullo, 
writer, and Mukhiddin Amin-zade, poet. The latter two 
have also translated Ukrainian literature and poetry into 
the Tajik language. 


Tashkent Conference Views Uzbek Social, 
Economic Problems 


Structure, 
18300499a Tashkent OBSHCHESTVENNYYE NAUKI 
V UZBEKISTANE in Risssian No 1, Jan 89 pp 50-57 


[Conference report by R.G. Rabich: “A Scientific Con- 
ference or, the Question ‘Problems of Uzbekistan Social 
Development in tne Process of Perestroyka’”’] 


[Text] On 19 October 1988, at the History Institute of 
the Uzbek Academy of Sciences, a scientific conference 
was held on the subject “Problems of Uzbekistan Social 
Development in the Process of Perestroyka” with the 
participation of social scientists from Uzbekistan, other 
Central Asian republics and Kazakhstan. 


In his introductory speech, Academician of the Uzbek 
Academy of Sciences A.A. Askarov emphasized the 
urgency of elaborating the questions of social develop- 
ment in the USSR in light of the new dernands made by 
perestroyka. 


REGIONAL ISSUES 


Corresponding Member of the Uzbek Academy of Sci- 
ences R.Kh. Aminova (History Institute of the Uzbek 
Academy of Sciences) gave a report on the main aspects 
of social development in the republic during the years of 
includes a broad spectrum of problems and is organically 
of the most important component parts oi the social 
sphere is the socioclass structure. In the stage of pere- 
stroyka, the working class retains its leading social role. 
In Uzbekistan this has a number of particular features. 
In representing a majority of the republic workers, the 
working class in its proportional amount among the 
population employed in the Uzbek economy is still 
behind the other republic detachments of the USSR 
working class. 

A characteristic trait of the working class is its multina- 
tionality. But in the republic the share of the indigenous 
nationality is not sufficient in its ranks: according to the 
recent published data (1983), it does not exceed 45.7 
percent, although the number of Uzbeks in the Uzbek 
population is over 70 percent. In the leading branches of 
heavy industry, the share of Uzbeks is 20-25 percent. As 
can be seen, the republic’s labor resources are still very 
little used in the industrial branches. 


The republic peasantry also has a number of particular 
features. Its proportional amount in the able-bodied 
Uzbek population is higher than in a majority of the 
other Union republics, due primarily to the attachment 
of the Uzbeks to the land, the rich experience in farming, 
_ high labor intensiveness of cotton growing and so 
orth. 


Positive changes are occurring in the composition of the 
Uzbekistan peasantry: the share of equipment operators 
and specialists is rising, the educational and vocational- 
technical level is growing. However, serious difficulties 
and mistakes are also felt and which built up over the 
years of stagnation: an underestimation of agricultural 
equipment and the prevalence of manual labor. The 
educational level of the peasantry is still insufficient and 
this is largely determined by the annual involvement of 
the school children in farm: work. 


The social roie of the republic intelligentsia is growing. 
Its numbers are increasing, important shifts are occur- 
ring in its structure, and the detachments of engineers, 
agronomists, teachers, physicians and scientific workers 
are increasing with a simultaneous decline in the share of 
specialists in the managerial apparatus. 


The increased role of the labor collectives is an impor- 
tant aspect in social policy. 


In Uzbekistan, where the representatives of over 100 
nationalities live, the question of interethnic relations is 
of particular urgency. During the years of Stalin's cult of 
personality and in the period of stagnation, it was 
asserted that complete harmuny has been achieved in 
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this sphere. In actuality, various clashes arose out of the 
serious deviations from Lenin's nationality policy. The 
maintaining of the patriarchal vestiges in the way of life, 
the influence of Islam and other religions and so forth 
also tell on the interethnic relations in Uzbekistan. 


The social sphere is closely linked to the economy. In 
Uzbekistan, the basis of the economy is 

primarily of the cotton sectors as well as the light and 
food industries and other branches of industry produc- 
ing consumer goods. Regardless of the increased produc- 
tion of cotton and other agricultural raw materials, the 
republic does not receive their actual value, as the 
turnover tax is collected at the point of their sales, that is, 
in the other Union republics. Some 93 percent of the 
cotton fiber produced in Uzbekistan is processed outside 
of the republic. It is essential to increase its processing in 
the republic tw at least 40-50 percent. The cost of cotton 
does not completely include expenditures on its produc- 
tion, and costs likewise virtually do not consider the 
waste products (oil seed cake, husks and so forth) which 
are a valuable raw material. 


The social development of Uzbekistan is also influenced 
by other negative trends which have been established in 
the economy. There is serious concern over the low level 
of republic national income. Over 1986 and 1987, this 
increased by just 1.4 percent against 10.7 percent accord- 
ing to the pian, while the Uzbek population grew over 
this time by almost 6 percert. Labor productivity in 
republic industry and agriculture is |.5-2-fold lower than 
the general Union one. As a result, the per capita income 
has declined significantly and this has influenced the 
amount of earnings for the workers and employees and 
the income of the kolkhoz members. 


The standard of living of the workers is also seriously 
influenced by major shortcomings in the organizing of 
public education. These have led to a decline in the 
professional level of the nationel economic workers and, 
consequently, to their lower wages. 


One of the particular features in the social development 
of Uzbekistan is that this has occurred under the condi- 
tions of a difficult demographic situation. The birthrate 
in the republic surpasses the Union indicator by more 
thun 3-fold. Correspondingly high are the demand for 
children’s preschool and medical institutions, public 
dining enterprises, consumer services and so forth. 


The resources of the able-budied population are signifi- 
cant. Over | million persons are not employed in social 
production. The 12th Five-Year Plan plans to draw 
1,147,000 persons inio social production, and with the 
current rate this would require at least 10 years. 


A most important prerequisite for improving the pros- 
perity of the population is to resolve the food problem. 
Over the last 2 years, meat and milk production in 
Uzbekistan rose by just 3.5 percent, while the repub!ic 
population increased by aimost 6 percent. The supply of 


REGIONAL ISSUES 


the public with fruits, vegetables and melon crops has 
been declining. The prices for them are rising although 


their quality is dropping. Serious must be 
made in price formation policy and the plantings of food 
crops broadened. 


The republic population is experiencing an acute short- 
age of many industrial consumer goods, although in 
recent years definite advances have been made in broad- 
ening their production and updating the assortment. In 
1986-1987 alone, retail trade failed to receive almost 400 
million rubles of goods. The republic holds one of the 
last places in the Union in terms of the output of 
cultural, service and household goods. The cooperatives 
and IDT [independent labor contract] could play a major 
role in changing the situation here. 


An alarming situation has developed on the market 
where the population purchases a significant portion of 
its food. Commodity turnover is declining while the 
market prices are risit.g. Cooperative trade must be 
developed in every possible way. We must intensify the 
involvement of the kolkhozes and sovkhozes in market 
trade and at the same time encourage food production 
on the individual farms and develop the subsidiary 
farms of industrial enterprises. For reducing retail 
prices, measures must be taken to reduce expenditures 
on the production of agricultural products. 


Recently measures have been taken to improve the 
material situation of the war and labor veterans. Addi- 
tional benefits have been established for the internation- 
alist soldiers who fought in Afghanistan. There are plans 
to increase the minimum pension. 


Broadening the volume of housing construction is 
among the most important areas of party social policy. 
At present, per inhabitant of Uzbekistan there are just 
7.8 m’ of housing. Many houses and apartments are 
devoid of elementary conveniences. Although in com- 
parison with the | Ith Five-Year Plan, the annual com- 
pletion of housing has risen by 15 million m’, the 
housing construction rate is still insufficient. There are 
major shortcomings in the municipal economy, particu- 
larly in the countryside. 


The public health problem remains acute. Mortality is 
high, particularly infant. Although large amounts of 
money are being channeled into the development of 
public health, the funds are spend inefficiently. There is 
a shortage of medical workers, particularly in the coun- 
tryside. There must be a greater struggle against drunk- 
enness, alcoholism and drug abuse. 


The state of public health is largely linked to ecological 
problems. There must be a decisive struggle against the 
cheinical pollution of the soil, water and air. The prob- 
lem of the Aral Sea has gained particular urgency. 








The speech by the Deputy Director of the Economics 
institute of the Uzbek Academy of Sciences, Doctor of 


reflected badly on the demographic situation in Uzbeki- 
stan. Disproportions arose in the relationship of the 
sociodemographic groups including youth, women and 
so forth. Proper attention was not paid to the interests of 
each of themi. The very fact of the existence of complex 
sociodemographic problems in the republic was con- 
cealed or not sufficiently considered and this created an 
atmosphere of indifference and complacency. Along 
with the rapid growth of the population there was a rising 
mortality rate, particularly youth. Average life expect- 
ancy in the republic, in comparison with the beginning of 
the 1970s, dropped by 2.5 years. The overall standard of 
living of the population declined, including diet, avail- 
ability of housing and so forth. 


One of the most important socicdemographic problems 
is the low employment rate of the population. Presently 
in “he republic there are approximately 1.68 million 
persons not employed in the economy. The real labor 
reserve exceeds 780,000 men. For solving the problem it 
is essential first of all to have a radical improvement in 
the social status of women. 


The employment problem requires a strict scientific 
approach. It is es ‘ential to work out clear, differentiated 
criteria. It is essential to work out a comprehensive 
demographic program and consider it in the scientific 
research in the various areas c! social science. 


REGIONAL ISSUES 
The speaker noted the relativity of the concept of a 
“labor-surplus population.” In her opinica, this reflects 
the imperfection of planning the utilization of labor 
resources. Regions with surplus manpower are experi- 
encing a shortage of skilled workers. For each overpop- 
ulated obiast in the republic, a program has now been 
worked out for involving the surplus labor resources 
primarily in industry and the nonproductive spheres. 
Particular attention is being given to the use of female 
labor, to raising the shift factor and establishing cooper- 
atives. In resettlement it is essential to exclude any 


Doctor of Historical Sciences L.U. Yusupov (Moscow) 
reviewed certain questions of the relationship between 


representatives of different nationalities is tle preserv- 
ing and development of national self-awareness and in 
the economic sphere, the overcoming of differences in 
the development level of the Union republics and an 
improved interrepublic organization of labor. 


There is the opinion that nationalistic attitudes are 
manifested in those regions which have switched to 
socialism in bypassing capitalism. This is supposedly 
explained by the fact that the level of self-awareness in 
the indigenous population of these regions has not risen 
to the socialist level. In actuality it is a question that in 
the designated regions many questions of social develop- 
ment have not been resolved. This causes dissatisfaction 
among the population and which is channeled by irre- 
sponsible elements into nationalism. 


Here we need primarily not indoctrinational but rather 
real economic measures. Such incentives as competition 
between the republics have been ineffective. 











recently, it was asserted that religion in our nation exists 
solely as a vestige. In actuality, it has influence among a 
significant portion of the population. And this also must 
be considered. 


social sphere. Thus, Turkmenia is greatly 
Uzbekistan in terms of the number of population, the 
territory of Turkmenia ‘s only 10 percent populated. 
Among the similar promiems ts the cotton monocrop- 
ping. There are also similar ecological situations: for 
example, the problem of the Aral Sea and the 
Bogaz-Gol. The polluting of the Caspian has 
serious complications and because of this there has been 
a significant decline in the fish stocks. As in Uzbekistan, 
in Turkmenia little use is made of certain promising 
recreational zones. A number of problems is linked to 
the operation of the Karakum Canal. Up to now, little 
use has been made of the lands of certain oases, for 
example, the Tedzhen. 


In Turkmenia there are also other complex problems 
similar to the Uzbekistan ones. Thus, in 1 urkmenia 
mortality is still high, particularly infant. The spread of 
drugs is reflected .n the health of not only the adult 
population but also their offspring. There are problems 
related to involving the popuiation, including students, 
in farm work. Specific problems also exist in carrying out 
political-indoctrination and propaganda work. Radio 
and TV broadcasts come in from neighboring Iran and 
these are permeated with a spirit of Islamic fundamen- 
talism. The language problem is acute and so forth. All 
these problems require scientifically based solutions. 


Doctor of Historical Sciences G.A. Shister (IPK 
{Advanced Training Institute] under the Tashkent State 
University meni V.1. Lenin) took up the urgent prob- 
lems of socioclass development. He pointed out that the 
time has come to somewhat shift accents in investigating 
them. Previously the emphasis was put on intensifying 
the integration among classes. However, it is still prema- 
ture to speak about the merging of classes. It is essential 
to establish conditions for the development of each class 
and for maximum utilization of its opportunities. In this 
regard, it is essential to assist in differentiating the forms 
of socialist property. 


! 
. 


labor resources, G.A. Shister pointed cut that the 
increased population in Uzbekistan is not being pro- 


development national income must increase by 4 percent 
for each percentage of increase in the population. For 
now this indicator is not realistic for Uzbekistan and as 
a result one must actunily plan for a lag in the social 
sphere. The solution, in the speaker's opinion, is one of 
rational planning for the growth of the population, but 
this should be conscious and voluntary, without oressure 
from the state. 


The report of Candidate of Historical Sciences Yu.!. 


many social problems analogous to those found in 
Uzbekistan. But the important thing is not to record 
shortcomings but rather seek out the ways for overcom- 
ing them. In this regard, Kazakhstan has acquired valu- 
able experience. 


For a long time, the housing problem has been acute in 
the republic and this has been complicated by all sorts of 
abuses. The approach to this problem was changed in 
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designated age categories to shift from command-admin- 
isirative methods to a democratic management system. 
The question arises: how fit are they for perestroyka, 
including the carrying out of social measures. In the 
party, soviet and economic apparatus there is the danger 
that the old can suppress the shoots of the new. There 
must be an influx of new, fresh forces into the responsi- 
ble, icading work. Increased demands must be placed on 
the new personnel and concrete standards and criteria 
elaborated for the conformity of the leading specialists 
and leaders to the positions held. There must be a 
qualitative improvement also in admission to the party, 
in decisively eliminating the old approaches to this 
important matter. 





Candidate of Historical Sciences T. Tashbayeva (History 
Institute of the Uzbek Academy of Sciences) in her 
report examined matenais from a survey on the status of 
women in Kashka-Darya Oblast. This is one of the worst 
obiasts in the republic in socioeconomic terms. It 1s no 
accident that in recent years the instances of the self- 


indoctrinational work, life is primitive and so forth. 
Many legal standards regulating the status of women are 
viclated. Thus, a majority of women does not realize 
iy right to rest, they have virtually no free time, 
mt of those questioned 1s not employed 
due 
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An analysis of the specific sociological data concerning 
the status of women in Kashka-Darya and other oblasts 
of the republic leads one to the notion that the achieve- 
ments in solving the women's question in Uzbekistan 
requi-e a sober assessment. 


alter the moral and psychological climate; radically 
improve the organization of indoctrination in the schools; 
consistently introduce the principles of glasnost and 
democratization into daily life; improve lega! propaganda 
and involve the mass information media in this matter. 
establish corditions for the wider involvement of women 
in socially useful labor and so forth. And it is very 
important that the leadership over this entire complex and 
diverse work be in the hands of energetic, enterprising and 
committed personnel. 


Candidate of Economic Sciences A.S. Chamkin (Tash- 
kent) in his report touched on the questions of the 
human personality and its psychology. Perestroyka in 
the social sphere has collided with a number of difficul- 
ties of a psychological nature. According to the data of 
questionnaires, 95 percent of the population is satisfied 
with everything although the numerous difficulties in 











crime in the republic. The social scientists of Uzbekistan 
have shown passivity and have not dealt a proper rebuff 
to those who confuse things when it is a question of 
Uzbekistan. The attempts to place responsibility for any 
negative phenomenon on a certain people are invalid 
and in essence do not conform to the interests of 
international collaboration. The rebirth of the Black 
Hundred in the form of the notorious Pamyat [Memory] 
shows to what these can lead. 


The status of women was touciied upon in the report by 
Candidate of Historical Sciences D. Alimova (History 
Institute of the Uzbek Academy of Sciences). Until 
recently it was asserted, she said, that the women’s 
question had been completely settled in our nation, 
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Doctor of Histoncal Scrences K_A. Akilov (Histor: Inst- 
tute of the Uzbek Academy of Sciences) voiced a number 


extends into interrepublic relations. The violations 
which have occurred in this area have been expressed in 
the lagging of Uzbekistan behind the other Union repub- 


lics im terms of the amount of per capita nationrl 


gone on for over 70 years. During this time, it would 
have been possible to achieve a complete actual equality 
in the level of the republic's socioeconomic development 
in comparison with the Union one. We feel that the 
reasons for the lag lie elsewhere—in the failed methods 
of managing the Uzbekistan economy and in arbitrary 
decisions. 


The report correctly pointed to the link of nationality 
relations with the economic factor. And in actuality the 
fact that 93 percent of the raw cotton is processed 
outside the republic is in fact a major deviation not only 
from the principles of the interrepublic division of labor 
but also from the Leninist course of nationality policy. 
The republic could have dispensed with the Union 
subsidies if the errors in its economic development had 
been promptiy avoided. 
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A number of reports prepared by the conference partic- 
ipants was not read due to the laci of time. 


and 
speaker pointed out that for raising the prosperity of the 
is Important to have progressive forms 
of organizing labor such as the cost accounting brigade, 
the brigade, collective and family contracts. 


A.Sh. Maviyaaov raised the problem o; the material 
prosperity of the rural population in Uzbekistan. He 
particularly pointed to the following areas of party social 
policy in the countryside: raising wages, broadening the 
amount of housing construction, sociocultural projects 
and so forth; developing the private subsidiary farms as 
an additional source of agricultural product and mone- 
tary income. 


The reports by Candidates of Historical Sciences 1.M. 
Saidov (Samarkand State University imeni A. Navoi) 
and N.K. Uldzhabayeva (Karshi GP!) were devoted to 
the development of public health in Uzbekistan in the 
stage of perestroyka. 1.M. Saidov pointed out that the 
main republic public health problems consist in the 
following: |) the poor organization of diagnostics and 
laboratory analysis which, in turn, is explained by the 
insufficient supply of the medical facilities with new and 





eh ape SRD 4, te a 
poor skills of many of them, 4) the low level of preven- 
tive work. 

A radical improvement in the situation requires. better 
quality training of physicians. better supply of medicines 
for the public. increased delivery of medicai, including 


imported, equipment. greater responsibility on the part 
of the leaders of the public health bodies: a radical 
improvement in preventive work. the overcoming of 
formalism. bureaucracy and abuse im the work of the 
medical facilities. All of this presupposes coordinated 
efforts by the republic ministry of public health, the 
party, soviet and trade union bodies as well as the broad 
public 

N.K. Uldzhabayeva took up the questions of medical 
services in the areas of newly developed lands. Among 
the reasons for the lag of public health in the designated 
areas the speaker particularly pointed to the poor phys- 
ical plant of the medical facilities. Only 20 percent of 
them 1s located in standard buildings. over two-thirds of 
them 


the working class in the process of perestroyka. In the 

available publications workers are assigned a leading role 
not only in those sectors where they are employed but 
in culture and agriculture. This plays down the role 
of the intelligentsia and the peasantry who directly 
produce the spiritual and material values in their 
spheres. The idea of the leading role of the working class 
in all spheres of life of Soviet society during the years of 
the cult of personality and stagnation did not correspond 
to reality. It distracted us from the real state of affairs. 
The standard of living of the Soviet worker has lagged 
behind the analogous indicators in many foreign coun- 
ines. Unique percentage standards were in effect and 


g 


workers in all spheres of sociopolitical life, although the 
mass of them was removed from this. The time has 
come, finally, to work out a more objective and balanced 
assessment of the actual social role of the classes and 
strata in Soviet society and a truly scientific treatment of 
the leading role of the working class. 


The results of the conference were summed up in the 
concluding speech given by the Director of the History 
Institute of the Uzbek Academy of Sciences, Doctor of 
Historical Sciences R.Ya. Radzhapova. She pointed out 
that the speeches, particularly the paper of R.Kh. Ami- 
nova contained a number of interesting ideas, conclu- 
sions and recommendations, ard she brought out the 
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